
a
Gary L. McKay, 71, oF Gun

A ~on Tuesday, January
14, 2014, at Iowa Methodist
Medical Center in Des Moines.

A ftrner~l service was held~at
10:30 a.n~, Saturday, Jan~iar~y
18, 2014, at the United Meth
odist Church in Grinnelt with
the Rev. John Epperson offici
ating. Music was provided by
William Tinker, organist, and
Judy Arendt, vocalist. Casket
bearers were Shawn and Con-
nor McKay, Brian Wagoner,
and Bill, Scott and Brandt
Snakenburg. Honorary bear
ers were Mi and Baylee Wag
oner, Kennedy McKay, David
Graham, Tom Knoll, Sank,rd
Turner, Phil Palmer, Cliff Stro
vers and Vernon Van Wyk. A

graveside service was held at 2:30 p.m., Saturday, January 18, 2014, at
the Sixteen Cemetefy near What Cheer, Iowa.

Friends called at the Smith Funeral Home in Grinnell beginning at
1:00 p.m. on Friday and the McKay family was present at the funeral
home from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Friday.

Memorials may be directed to Grinnell Regional Medical Center or
to the United Presbyterian Church in Gibson, Iowa, and sent in care
of the Smith Funeral HonYe, P.O. Box 368, Grinnell, IA 50112.

Gary was born on September 25, 1942, in Oskaloosa, Iowa, to James
Lester and Dorothy Hizey McKay. He was raised in Gibson, Iowa, and
graduated from Thornburg High School with the Class of 1961. Later,
he attended the University of Northern Iowa.

On November 16, 1963, he was united in marriage to Patty Beas
ley in Gibson and to this union two children, Shawn and Shannon
“Bun,” were born.

Gary began his insurance career in 1962 with Grinnejl Mutual Rein
surance Company. He held several positions and continually advanc
ing his career. In 1966, Gary and his family moved to Fairfield, Iowa,
where he worked for Jefferson County Mutual. In 1974, the family re
located to Clarinda, Iowa, and Gary was named manager of ~oath*est
Iowa Mutual insuranc&Assoc,i~tion,~frt that time he also starte4jths~
McKay Insurance Agency. In 1980, he resigned from Southtestlbwa
Mutual to devote full time to the agency and to best serve his clients
and customers. He was extremely proud of the service that the agency
provided to the many peo~le and friends in Clarinda and Southwest
Iowa. The McKay family moved to Grinnell in 1997, where he pur
chased the McDowell Insurance Agency from Cliff Strovers, Gary
owned and operated the McKay-McDowell Insurance Agency until he
retired in December of 2007. In his 45-year insurance career, Gary
established numerous friendships, partnerships and business relation
ships with clients, agency and company staff as well many others. Gary
loved people and was very grateful for the opportunity to serve others
in his insurance career.

The most important thing in his life was his wife, children and
grandchildren and he enjoyed following their interests and activities.
He spent much of his leisure time doing oufdoör activities such as
hunting, fishing, golfing and yard work. Ehrlier in his life he enjoyed
flying his Piper Cub airplape. He had a passion for horses. G’ary trea
sured all the special times at Lost Nation with his friends whom he
considered family. -

Survivors include his wife, Patty McKay of Grinnell; his children,
Shawn (Cathy) McKay of Grinnell and Shannon (Brian) Wagoner of
Lincoln, Neb.; four grandchildren, All Wagoner, Kennedy McKay,

p Connor McKay and Baylee Wagoner; one sister, Linda (Bill) Snaken
burg of Oskaloosa, Iowa; and two nephews, Scott (Tiffany) Snaken
burg and Brandt (Dawn) Snakenburg.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
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Saturday at the Grmnell Country Club.

N$~ Friendsrniay call at Smith Funeral
Home in Grinnell beginning at 2p.m.
on Friday. The McKay family will be
present at the fUneral home from 4 to
7 p.m. on Friday.

Memorials may be directed to Grin-
nell Regional Medical Center or to the
UnitedfresbyterianChurchugjibson.


