
William D. Olson, age 66, of
Grinnell, died, on Sunday,. De-,
.cember 29, 2013, at Grinnell
Regional Medical Center.

Mass of Christian Burial
was held at 11:00 a.rn., Frid~y,
January 3, 2014, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in . Grinnell.
Pallbearers were the’ Knights of
Columbus of St. Mary’s Catho
lic Church. interment with
military rites ~as in Hazelwood’
Cemetery in Grinnell.

Visitation began at 2:00 p.m.
on Thursday, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church with the ‘fain
ily present from 4:00p.m. until
7:00 p.iti. AVespers ~ervicewas
held at 4:00 p.m., and recita
tion of the Holy Rosary at 6:00
p.m. in the church. The family ihvited~those attending the visitation to
wear black and gold in honor of Bill’s love for the Iowa Hawkeyes

Memorials may be designated to Eternal Word Television Network
in Birmingham, Alabama, or to Lourães Volunteers North America in
Syracuse, New York, mailed in care of the Smith Funeral Home, P0
Box 368, Grinnell, Iowa 50112. Meffiories’ancl conç1ol~nces may be
shared with the family at www smithfh coin

Bill was born on July 25, 1947, in Storm Lake, Iowa, the son of
Clarence “George” Magnus Olson and Rosemary Zita (Koll) Olson,
He was raised near Sioux Rapids, Iowa, graduating from Sioux Rapids
Community School Bill received his BA degree from the University
of Iowa followed by Masters of Arts degrees from the University of
Sogthern Califo,rnia’an4 thp University of Maryland, before returning
to the University of Iowa, where he received his Juris Doctor degree

In Novembét of 1970, Bill met Debi. Manatt and proposed ‘to hei
three days later. They were married on.Feb~iary’27, 1971,,at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Iowa City. While sxationed with the .U.S. Army in
Germany, they had two. daughters, Gretchenand Uli.’ They movedto
Grinnell in 1981, where he practiced. law uhtil his death

Bill?s ministry ‘for the Diocese of Davenport included service on the
Diocesan Social Action Commission, the Global Solidarity Commis
sion, and the Diocesan Council for Conciliation. Diac.onal. service
outside of St Mary’s parish included the Home Health Care Advisory
Board and Bioethics Advisory Board of GRMC, the Board of Direc
toTs of Poweshiek Co Habitat for Humanity, Birthright of Orinnell
Advisory Board, the Board of Directors of the Iowa Catholic Confer
ence, and Lourdes Volunteers North America He was a Fourth De
grée meniber of the Knights Of Colutñbus, a’ long-time member of e’
Confraternity of Catholic Clergy, and a board member of the National
Lawyers Association

Bill loved the Iowa Hawkeyes, cherry pie and especially his grand
daughters, Reagan and Bent Most precioui to him was his faith in
God and his service as permanent deacon to the Diocese of 9aven~ort
and to the parishioners of St Mary’s Catholic Church in Grinnell

Bill is survtved by his wife, Debra Olson of Grinnell, his daughters,
Gretchen Olson of Iowa City, Iowa, and Uk (Eric) Loic!hle of Mm
neapolis, Minnesota; two granddaughters, Reagan and Bent Loichle
of Minneapolis; two brothers, Michael (Cindy) Olson of Kansas City,
Missouri, and David (Linda) Olson of Spencer, Iowa, and his sister,
Mary Olson (James Modtrayl. . :.

He was preceded. in death by his parents and his’ sister.’Irma Olson
Boyer. .... ‘. . .. . .
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Memorials maybe designated toternal WordTelevision Network
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Syracuse, N Y., mailed in care of the Smith Funeral Home, P.O
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shared with the family at wwwsmithfh.com.

Bill was born on July25, 1947, m Storm Lake, the son of Clarence
“George Magnus Olson and Rosemary Zita (IColl) Olson. He was
raised near Sioux Rapids, graduatmg from Sioux Rapids Community
School. Bill received his BA degree from the University of Iowa
followed by Masters ofArts degrees from the University ofSouthern
California and the Umversity of Maryland, before returning to the
University of Iowa, where he received his Juris Doctor degree.

In November of 1970, Bill met Debi Manatt and proposed to her
three days later. They were married on Feb. 27, 1971, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church m Iowa City While stationed with the U.S. Army
m Germany, they had two daughters, Gretchen and Uli They moved
to Grinnell in 1981, where he practiced law until his death.

Bill’s ministry for the Diocese of Davenport included service
on the Diocesan Social Action Commission, the Global Solidarity
Commission, and the Diocesan Council for Conciliation Diaconal
service outside of St Mary’s parish mcluded the Home Health Care
Advisory Board and Bioethics Advisory Board of GRMC, the Board
of Directors of Poweshiek Co Habitatjor.Humanity, Birthright
of Grinnell Advisory Boüd, thq Board of Dirçctors of the Iowa
Catholic Conference, and Lourdes,. Volunteers North America
He was a Fourth Degree iheihber of the Knights of Columbus, a
long-time member of the Confratermty of Catholic CIerg~c and a
board member of the National Lawyers Association.

Bill loved the Iowa Ifawkeyes, êherry pie and especially his
granddaughters, Reagan and Bent. Most precious to him was his
ftith m God and his service as permanentdeacon to the Diocese of
Davenport and to the parishioners of St. ?vkry’s CathOlic Church in
Grinnell.

Bill is survived by his wife, D~bt~Ol~bn’~of tfinnell; his
Uaught~r~,Gretchen Olson of Iowa City end Uk (Eric)~ L4~e Jf
Mmne(Ws. Mum.; two granddaughters, Reagan and Bd~E~?clile
of Minileap oIls; two brothers, Michael (Cmdy) Olso~ 1bf Kansas
City, Mo., and David (Linda) Olson of Spencer; and hid sister, Mary
Olson (James Moutray).

He was preceded m death by his parents and his sister, Irma Olson
Bayer. ~fD~y~1~ i.g~oicf -
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