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Merlin M. Manatt, age 85,

of Grinnell, died on Tuesday,
March 11, 2014, at the May-
flower Community in Grinnell.

Ma~ss of the Resurrection will
be held at 10:00 a.rn., Saturday,
March 15, 2014, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Grinnell
with Father Timothy Manatt,
S.j. presiding. Interment will
be hi HazelwoOd CemeterY ~fl~’

Grinnell. Following the - inter
ment, a reception will be held
at the Grinnell County Club,
933 — 13th Avenue, Grinnell,
Iowa 50112.

Visitation with the family
prescrit will be held from 3:00
p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Friday
at the Smith Funeral Home in
Grinnell. A scripture service
will be held at 6:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memotials may be - designated to the spaulding
Center for TranspOrtati0n~ St. Mary’s Capital Campaign Fund or to
the Manatt Family Urgent Care Clinic at Grinnell Regional Medical
Center, mailed in care ofthe Smith Funeral Home, P0 Box 368, Grin
nd, Iowa 50112. Memoyies a~d condolences may be shared with the
family at www.smith~c0m

Merlin was born the son of Gerald ~itcomb Manat and Marga
ret M~iY (Brothersen) Manatt on October 3, 1928, in Grinnell, Iowa.
He was raised hi Brooklyn, Iowa and graduated from Brooklyn High
School with the class of 1946. He received his Bachelor of Arts de~ee
from Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa.

Merlin was united in marriage to Verna M. George at St. Xavier
Basilica in Dyersville, Iowa. The couple lived in Victor and Brooklyn
respectively before moving to Grinnell, where they raised their chil
dren and were very active in the community. Merlin was a member of
~Church, Knights of Columbus in Victor and

Grinnell, where he was a past Gtind Khight, and the Grinnell Elks
-Club. - -

Merlin M.



In early 1959, after owning an implement dealership in Victor, Mer
lin joined his brothers, Junie and Clair, at Manatis, Inc., which had
been established in 1947. Merlin took on the duty of the road building I
division for the growing company. This division started with rolled
ston&base and sealcoat, and graduated to asphalt paving. With Mer
lin’s assistance, Manatts, Inc. over the next three decades grew through
its acquisition of United Concrete, Iowa Road Builders, Basic Materi
als, iL Pelling Co., C.W Shirey Co., Wendling Quarries, and Illowa
Investments No matter how diversified the company became, Merlin’s
real passion and forte was the compassion he had for the people and
families that worked for Manatts, Inc. He was a mover of men and
mountains.

Merlin also took on an active leadership role in the construction
industry as a whole. He served as president of the Associated Gen
eral Contractors of Iowa in 1977, was president of the Asphalt Pay
ing Association of Iowa in 1979, and was inducted into the AGC of
Iowa Hall of Fame in 2004. He served on the board of directors of
the National Aggregate Association from 1985 until 1997, which is
now known as the NSSGA, of which his son Tony now serves on the
board of directors.

Merlin mentored the second generation of Manatts during the l980s
and l990s, served on its Board of Directors, actively participated in its
50 year celebration, and enjoyed his retirement after “the boys” were
able to take on the daily operation of the company. Merlin was a vital
part of creating the high integrity and quality work that Manatts, Inc.
has been recognized for throughout the industry.

Merlin is survived by his children, Bradford James (Mary) Manati
of Newton; Iotya MiChelle Marie Manatt of Minneapolis, Minnesota,
Margaret Mary ‘Molly’ (Bob) Hier of Castle Rock, Colorado, Julie Ann j
Manatt of Eden Prairie, Minnesota, and Anthony John ‘Tony’ (Piper)
Manatt of DeWitt, Iowa; 13 grandchildren Drew, Joe, Amanda, Em.
ily, Ellen, Gabe, Nick, Molly, Maxwell, Jai, Hans, Beau andHunter;
4 great grandchildren. and sisters, Marilyn Clayton of Brooklyn and
Janet (Fred) Manatt Pilcher of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

-~ Merlin was precedecLin death by his parents, wife, Verria M Manatt,
son, Jeffrey George Manatt; and siblings, Mary Ellen Christen, G.J.
‘Junie’ Manatt, Clair Manatt, Judy Sueppel, and Anita Manatt.



Merlin M. Manatt, 85

Merlin M. Manatt, age 85, of Grinnell,died onTuesday, Marchfl, 2014, at the
Mayflower Community in Grinnell.

Mass of the Resurrection was held at
10 am., Saturday, March 15, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Grinnell. Interment
was in Hazelwood Cemetery in Grinneil.
Following the interment, a reception was held
at the Grinneil Country Club.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be designated to the Spaulding
Center for Transportation, St. Mary’s Capital Campaign Fund or to
the Manatt Family Urgent Care at Grinnell Regional Medical Center,
mailed in care of the Smith Funeral Home, P0 Box 368, Grinnell,
Iowa 50112. Memories and condolences may be shared with the
family at wwwsmithlh.com.

Merlin was born the son of Gerald Whitcomb Manatt and
Margaret Mary (Brothersen) Manatt on Oct. 3, 1928, inGrinnell. He
was raised in Brooklyn, and graduated from Brooklyn High School
with the class of 1946. He received his Bachelor ofArts degree from
Loras College in Dubuque.

Merlin was united in marriage to Verna M. George at. St. Xavier
Basilica in Dyersville. The co~iple lived in Victor and Brooklyn
respectively before moving to Grinnell, where they raised their
children and were very active in the community. Merlin was a
member of the St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus
in Victor and Grinnell, where he was a past Grand Knight, and the
Grinnell Elks Club.

In early 1959, after owning an implement dealership in Victor,
Merlm joined his brothers, Junie and Claw at Manatts Inc which
had been established in 1947. Merlin tookon the duty of the road
building division for the growing company. This division started
with rolled stone base and sealcoat, and graduated to asphalt
pavuig With Merlins assistance Manatts, Inc over the next three
decades grew through its acquisition of United Concrete, Iowa
Road Builders, Basic Materials, L.L. Pelling -Co., C.W Shirey co.,
Wendling Quarries, and Illowa Investments. No matter how
diversified the company becathe, Merlin% real passion and forte was
the compassion he had for the people and families that worked for
Manatts, Inc. He was a mover ofmen and mountains.

—-Merlin also took on-an-ac-tive-leadership role-in-the- construction

industry as a whole. He served as president of the Associated
General Contractors of Iowa in 1977,was president of the Asphalt
Paving Association of Iowa in 1979, and was inducted into the AGC
of Iowa Hall of Fame in 2004. He served on the board of directors
of the National Aggregate Association from 1985 until 1997, which
is now known as the NSSGA, of which his son, Tony, now serves on
the board of directors. .

Merlin mentorC~~ the s~cond generation of Maflatts during
the 1980’s and 199O~, served on its Board of D~ectors, actively
particiPat~ in its so year celebration~ and enjoyed his rethement
~er “the boys” were able to t~e on the daily operation of the
company. Merlin was a vital part of ~~eating the high integrity and
quality work that Manatts, Inc. has been recog ~d for throu8~out
the industry -

Merlin is survived by his children, BradfoTd james (Mary)
Manatt of Newton, Michelle Marie Manatt of MinneaPoh5~ Mini’~
Margaret Mary ‘Molly’ (Bob) Hier of Castle Rock, Cob., julie Ann
Manatt of Eden prairie, Minn., ~nthOThy john ‘Tony’ (Piper) Manaft
of DeWiU 13 grandc~then~ Drew, joe, ~anda, Emily, Ellen,
Gabe, Nick, Moily~~jai, Hans, Beau and Hunter; four great
grandchildren; and sisters, Maril~ Cla~On of brooklyn and Janet
(Fred) Manatt pilcher of Cedar Rapids.

- Merh was preceded in death by his parent5,~e~ Verna M.
Mana~; son, jeffrey George Manatt and siblthg~’ Mary Ellen
Christen, Gj. ‘junid Manatt Clair Manatt, judy Sueppai and Anita
Mana~ ~CR
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Merlin M. Manatt, 85, of Grinnell, died on Thes

day, March 11,2014, at the Mayflower Community
in Grinnell. Mass of the Resurrection was held
Saturday, March 15, 2014, at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Grinnell. Interment was in Hazeiwood
Cemetery in Gnnnell In lieu of flowers, memori-~

may be designated to the Spaulding Center for
Transportation, St. Mary’s Capital Campaign Fund
or to the Manatt Family Urgent Care at Grinnell
Regional Medical Center, mailed in care of the
Smith Funeral Home, P0 Box 368, Grinnell, Iowa
.501 12. Memories and condolences may be shared
with the family at www.smjthfh.com.

Merlin was born the son of Gerald Whitcomb
Manatt and Margaret Mary (Brothersen) Manatt
on October 3, 1928, in Grinnell. He was raised
in Brooklyn, and graduated from Brooklyn High
School with the class of 1946. He received his Bach
elor ofArts degree from Loras College in Dubuque.

Merlin was umted m marnage to Verna M George
at St. Xavier Basilica in Dyersville. The couple lived
in Victor and Brooklyn respectively before moving
to Grinnell, where they raised their bhildren and
were very active in the community. Merlin was a
member of the St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Knights
of Columbus in Victor and Grinnell, where he was
a past Grand Knight, and the Grinnell Elks Club.

In early 1959, after owning an implement deal
ership in Victor, Merlin joined his brothers, Junie
and Clair, atManatts;’Iho., whiëh had beth estáb
lished in 1947. Merlin took on the duty of the road
building division for the growing company. This
division started with rolled stone base and sealcoat,
and graduated to asphalt paving. With Merlin’s as
sistance, Manatts, Inc. over the next three decades
greW through its acquisition of United Concrete,
Iowa Roa&BuildBi~i&Mataii~L.L.pelling
Co., C.W. Shirey Co., Wendling Quarries, and II-
Iowa Investments. No matter how diversified the
company became, Merlin’s real passion and forte
was the compassion he had for the people and fanii
lies that worked for Manatts, Inc. He was a mover
of men and mountains. . -

Merlin also took on an active leadership role in
the construction industry as a whole. He served as
president of the Associated General Contractors of
Iowa in 1977, was president of the Asphalt Paving
Association of Iowa in 1979, and was inducted into
the AGC of Iowa Hall of Fame in 2004. He served
on the board of directors of the National Aggregate
Association from 1985 until 1997, which, is. now
known as the NSSGA, of which his son Tony how
serves on the board of directors.

Merlin mentored the second generation of
Manatts during the 1980’s and 1990’s, served on its
Board of Directors, actively participated’ in its 50
year celebration, and enjoyed his retirement after
“the boys” were able to take on the daily operation
of the company. Merlin was a vital part of creating
the high integdtyand quality work that Manatt5~
Inc. has been recognized for throughout the industry.

Merlin is survived by his children, Bradford
James (Mary) Manatt of Newton, Michelle Marie
Manatt of Minneapolis, Margaret Mary ‘MOlly’
(Bob) Hier of Castle Rock, Cob ., Julie Ann Manatt
of Eden Prairie, Minn., and Anthony John ‘Tony’
(Piper) Manatt of DeWitt; 13 grandchildren~ Drew,
Joe, Anianda, Emily, Ellen, Gabe, Nick, Molly,
Maxwell, Jai; ‘Hans, Beau and Hunter;’ -4 great-
grandchildren; and’ sisters, Marilyn Clayton of
Brooklyn and Janet (Fred) Manatt Pilcher of Cedar
Rapids.

Merlin was preceded in death by his parents, wife,
Verna M. Manatt; son, Jeffrey George Manatt; and
siblings, Mary Ellen Christen, G.J. ‘Juni~’ Manatt,
Clair Manatt, Judy Sueppel, and Anita Manatt. I


