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MONDAY, JULY 19, 1943

Mrs. Abbie Williams Hill,
Distinguished Native Artist,

Was

Born In Grinnel

{Editor's Note: The Herald-
Register has just received - from
Mrs. R. B. Hill of 1610 Plumosa
Way, Ban Diego, Calif., some
information regarding Mrs. A R,
Hill, her mother, who died on
May 14 after a8 distinquished
career during which for many
years she was official scene art-
ist for the great Northern rail-
road, Local interest in the ar-
ticle is given in the following
quotation from Mrs. Hill's let-
blographicel notes of B remark-
gble woman, Mrs. Abby Williams
ter: “My mother was horn in
Grinnell and was the daughter
of Henry Warren Willlams and
Harriet Porter Hubbard, both
early pioneers in Grinnell. She
wasg contemporary with an out-
standing group of young people
who in the years since brought
credit and renpown to Grinnell
gnd its college. Among them
were Dr. Dana Bartlett, Mr. Wil-
linm Brainard, Dr. Oliver BEmer-
son, Dr. Albert Shaw, Mary
Grinnell  Mears, Dr. George
White and many others. She was
a cousin of Mrs. Oliver Park,
a longtime resident of Grinnell,
who recently died. I have heard
my mother tell many an inter-
esting story of these early as-
sociations, I believe that it was
in 1908 that the degree of
Master of Arits was conferred
upon my mother, T am sure that
there are still old friends and
pequaintances reached by youtr
paper whe would be interested‘;L

Chicago, in 1883; the Louisiam
Purchase Exposgition, in 5t Loui:
1904, Jamestown Centennial Ex
position, Hampton Roads, Ve
1807; Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Ix
position, Seatile, 1809, At th
iatter, pictures she painted i
the Flathead Indian Reservatlor
Montana, were shown; while at
the Louisiana Purchase Exposi-
tion, the Great Northern R. H.
exhibited twenty of her paint-
ings of scenery reached by their
line, and issued a booklet illus-
trating them. In these variqus
exhibits she was awarded two
goid medals.

Perhaps, aside from the camp-
ing features of her painting trips

for the two railroads, the most
remarkable journeys with the
children were: one including
Washington, . C., New York

Boston, Quebec, and winding up
with two months for painling in
Yellowstone Park; the other in
1809, in Eurape.

in reading an =zccount of myl %
mother's  life, work and her
death.”

The article, written by Wil-
liam Frothingham of Hurtford,
Conn.,, and San Dilego for publi-
emtion in the Tacoma (Wash)|
New-Tribune iz toc long to be
reproduced in its entirety, but
The Herald-Register 15 glad to
reprint a part of it dealing with
the story of Mrs. Hill's eventful
ten by Mrs. Hill which appeared
in the article as sent.)

Mrs, Hill was not only a great
artist but the organizer and first
president, in 1806, of the Wash-
ington State Congress of
Mothers, which in 181 spon-
sored the formation of Parent
lifer Lack of space prevenis pub-
lication of a number of interest-
ing excerpts from lettera: writ-
meacher associations in  the
State, After her: retirement from
active work years lgter, she was.
made honerary. president: of the,
state branch, EAIEEE B \

MRS ABBY WILLIAMS HILL
Mrs. Abby Williams Hil, 81 a

ke had reslded several years, Sha
Jdwag the widow af Dr. Frang F

Ramayne, ant o
tamd Ina of & Moy Hi
was oa well K GLoartial i
cama and had traveied axian;
Sha was Lhe
gias of Mother
Wi a member

izt rhureh, San I
he at Jan Dieas,

former resident of Tacoma mnd |
swner of the Hillerast a;:n.z'trr:ents,3
dlgd Saturday at San Biego, whare |
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Apby Rhodad Williams | was!
porn in GHinnell, Iowa in 1gea. !
At an early age she showed un-
usual artistic ability -and when
nineteen attended the Chicago
Art Institute, under the instruc-
tion of Mr., Spread, its founder.
At that time she began the
study of German; and later,
while for twe years she taught
painting at a French school in
Berthier-en-Haut, Canadn,  she
pecame so proficient in French,
that she was given the highest
certificate at that time issued to
teach that language. Having by
then decided to devote her life
mainly to painting, she entered
the Art Students League in New
York City, becoming a pupil of
Wiiliam Chase. Her [fiance, Dr.
Hill, wus aiso in New York
taking post graduate work. They
were married in New York in
1888 and thereafter located their
home in Tacoma., Several years
later she and Dr. Hill spent
some time in Burope chiefly for
study, during which time Mrs.
Hill continued her art as a pupil
of Herman Haese in  Munich,
While abroad that time she also
took a course in Political Econ-
omy at the University of Bonn,

Besides the one son born to
Dr., and Mrs Hill, they adopted
from time to time three littie
girls. Mrs, Hill's passionate in-
terest in children her sense of
responsibility, and her extraor-
dinary energy, persistency, re--
sourcefulness and courage
showed themselves in her taking
these four children about with
her on her painting and educa-
tional expeditions In this country
and abroad. During these trips
she herself taught them. She
emphasized the out-door life, ac-
companying  them when in the
open, on daily hikes or boaling
trips, making them of education-
al value by teaching about na-
ture, trees {one of the chief fea-
tures of her paintings}, sea life,
ete. She belleved In “making the
punishment fit the deed” and
did not Dbelieve that i wvou
“spared the rod, you would spoil
the c¢hild.”

Mra. Hili's prominence as an
artist led io her employment at
different times by beth the
Great Northern and Northern
Pacific Railroads. For them she
took extended trips over their
fines and did painting of great
ariistic wvalue, that proved not
merely for the purpose of adver-
tising these railroads.

Biograprical notes of Dira.
Hill appeared in "Whe's Wi in

American Art”, “Who's Who in
the Pacific Northwest”, “Who's
Who on the Pacific Coast”,

YLeading Women of Xmerica',
“Artists and Musicians,”
MHer paintings were

the first World's

exhibited

-4 Fuair, in




Jbituary for Abby Williams Hill

AILL. ABBY WILLIAMS — [I7TMAY 194318 - 15-May-1943

Tacoma News Tribune

Scenic Artist | Services Tuesday
“For Railway A

Cwas the widow of De, Frank X

C 1991,

-

- the Inunder; of the Chicaro Art in-.

< Tairg in Chicapo, Jamestewn, Seat-

Sct Diego Union May 10, 1943 (article and obituary)
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Succumbs Here

Abby Willkams Hill, 82, for m:n)"’
years official scenic ariist for the,
Greax "\onj'mm railway, dled Fr1-.~,
cay in ker home ar 1610 Plumosai,
v:ay, alter a prolonged illness. She! - °

-._-_.-._.._....‘,,

Bill, and mad yeslded hers since!

A landscupe artixt, she was 3
pupil of Willlam Chase, of New
York, ard of H, ¥ Spread, ona of

siitute. She also siedied $n Burope.”
The Grear No-thwrn Tathvay tex.
hibited ker pletuses at the werlds

tie and St Louis. Speaking Srench
nnd Germgn, ske muzht her chile
dren these lanauagzes, She held the

defree af MLA. from Grinnell col.: . © i l
lv:c. lowa, Griracit was her birthe’ ABRY WILLIAMS HILL ‘
piace. e« « Paintings widely displayed. |

She leaves a snn, Romayne Brud-. e ?'

"~ ford Hill »f San Dican, and ‘lh'(‘\..

v

adapted dyughters, Mrs, James La
Torres, of San Franciseo, Eulaha
H:ll and Mrs. Ina Hill, of San Diczo. | o

Services wil) br conducled Tues-
day afternoan at 2 in The University,
Ave, Baplist chwrch, the Rev. Or-!
Fon L Jonex  officiatinge "I'he:

- Erickson-Andorgan mortuary  will’

- Glen RLbey,

be in clurge.  Burisl will be in
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Hill, Abby Williams

leaflet telling of Hi1l follection of pictures,

painted by Mrs, Hill and given to University of Puget

Sound, Tacoma, Washington

Died: 1943 - leaflet fildd in obit file



