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MELVINDUANE  Heknewthevalueofhardwork!

ROBERTS  Mel  enjoyed  deer hunting with

>c.  1@, 1932   3 ant  17,  2022  his buddies, fishing, and caring for
his farm  pets and loved  his outside

cats. He enjoyed  telling  stories

about  people  and past  experiences,

his grandkids  and later  the hugs

and smiles and lap time  with  the

great-grand  kids.  Melvin  and Mer-

leta gardened  together,  and he en-

joyed  mowing  his 3 acre yard.

He and Merleta  loved  to travel,

and their  adventures  took  them  to

both  the east and west  coasts of  the

United  States, including  Alaska,

and to several  countries  in  Europe.

For  several  summers  they  enjoyed

hosting  students from  France  and

Spain.
Melvin  is survived  by his wife,

Merleta  of Deep  River;  fiye chil-

dren,  Michael  (Elizabeth)  Rob-

erts of Deep River,  Diana  (Dick)

Hansen  of Victor,  Julie Robprts

Me"  Du'e Ro"e"' 89' of of Grinnell,  Kristy  Farringtori  of

Deep "er'  passed aWay J'u'  Woodland  Park,  CO, and Rhonda

17,atUnityPointGrinnellRegion- MacGregor  of Denison.  Also a

'  Mediacal Center with hias wife dearfriendofMelvinandMerleta,

and family by his side. Pa,  Ferreira.

Funeral services is were Januaty Seventeen  grandchildren:  Selina

21st at St. John's Lutheran Church, (c  ,.s)  McK  inney,  Charlie  Rob-

rural Victor, with Pastor Stuart erts,  Trace (Cassie)  Roberts,  Lind-  .

Rethwisch officiating. Organist sey (Joe) Wyckoff,  She,  Haas,

was Marna Mohr with Lindsey Erica  H  ansen, Tyler  Puls,  Travis 1.

Wyckoff and Jack MacGregor ac- Puls,  Nicole  (Nick)  Wallace,  Na-

companied by Connor MacGregor than(VaLeene)  Herdlicka,  Erienne

as vo"s'S  (Dustin)  Doll,  Chelsea Roberts

CroSs be'ers were W'II McK- (Dustin  Jackson),  and Ian,  Connor,

"eV'  pallbearers were c'h'he Jack  and Brandon  MacGregor

and Trace Roberts, Tyler and Tra- Twenty  great-  gdc  ,.  dren:

"s  Puls' "  Jack' Br'don' a" William  and Gabriel  McKinney,

Connor MacGregor, and Nathan Jadel,  Roberts,  Desirae,  Til

Herdlicka. Honorary bearers were lie,  Ernmarie  and Lyndee  Roberts,

Chad "'sen' Joe Icenbice, Bos- Thatcher  and Marina  Wyckoff,

ton Schumacher, and Jake Good. Sarah McNulty,  Kaitlyn  Hansen,

B"  w"h '1"'  ""onor' per- Cody  and Chasen  Holston,  Waiter

formed by members of the Deep Puls,  Owen  Puls,  Ezra  and Dyl,

RiverAmericanLegion,wasatSt. Herdlicka,JaydenDoll,Johnathan

Jo"s Lu'heran cemeIe' and Matthew  Jackson,  and one on

Mem'als maY be des'gnafed the way. Melvin  is also survived  ,'

to Lutheran Family Services by  his sister,  Margaret  Bowers.

and mailed in c/o Smith Funeral He was precededin  death  by m..s

Home, p.o. Box 368, Grinnell, parents,  Elvin  and M.  Roberts;

Iowa 5011' his brother  Carl  Roberts,  his son,

Melvin was born December lo' BrianRoberts;threegrandchildren,

1932, on a fann southeast of Par- Chad Hansen,  Boston  Schumach-

nell, to Elvin and M'  Pade) er,  and Alexis  Schumacher;  and a

Roberts. He attended a coun" son-in-law,  Kenn  MacGregor.
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MelvinRoberts
DEEPRIVER  - Melvin  DuaneRoberts,  89,ofDeep

nell Regional Medical  Center  with his wife and  ;'9;f ,'," ,7family  by  his  side.
Funeral  service  is scheduledfor  10:30  a.m.  Friday,

January  21st  at St. John's Lutheran  Church, ruralVictor,  with  Pastor  Stuart  Rethwisch  officiating.
Organistwill  beMarnaMohr.Vocalistswillbe

 Lind-sey Wyckoff,  and Jack MacGregor  accompaniedby  Connor  MacGregor.  Cross  bearer  will  be WillMcKinney.  Pallbearers  will  be Charlie  and  TraceRoberts, Tyler and Travis Puls, Ian,  Jack, Connor,and  Brandon  MacGregor,  and  Nathan  Herdlicka.  Honorary  bearers  willbe Chad Hansen, Boston Schumacher, Joe Icenbice, and Jake Good. Burialwith  military  honors,  performed  by  members  of  the  Deep  River  AmericanLegion,  wffl  fonow  at St. John's  Lutheran  Cemetery.Visitation  will  be held  from  2:00  p.m.  to 7:00 p.m.  and  with  the  Robertsfamily  present  from  4:00  to 7:00p.m.  Thursday, January  20th at the SmithFuneral  Home  inVictor.
Memorials  maybe  designated  to Lutheran  Family  Services  and  mailed  ina c/oSmithFuneralHome.P.O.Box368,Grinnell,Iowa50ll2.

T)he funeral.service  will  be live-streamed  on the  Smith  Funeral  Homeand  CrematoryFaeebookpage  beginning  15 minutes  priorto  service  time.MelvinwasbornonDecember
 10,  1932,onafarmsoutheastofParnell,to

ElvinandMary(Wade)  Roberts.HeattendedacountryschoolnearWellman
and  later  attended  Keota  High  School.  After  his education,  he worked  andalso joined  the  I6wa  National  Guard  in  1949  and  was discharged  in  1956.On June  21, 1953,  he was united  in  marriage  to Merleta  (Schmidt),  at St.John'sLutheran  Church; aunionof68years!  The couplelivedinCedarRapidsand  Conroypriorto  movingto  theirfarm  and  currenthome  near  Deep  River
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in  1956.  Mel  farmed  untill984  while  farming  and  after  hewas  employed  atseveralplaces  includingVictorManufacturing,
 Hansen  Construction)andatthe  Tanger  OutletMall.  He  also  drove  atruckforWesterkamp  andFolkmantrucking  firms.  He  knewthe  value  of  hard  work!

Mel  enjoyed  deer  hunting  with  his  buddies,  fishing,  and  caring  for  hisfarmpets  andlovedhis  outside  cats. He  enjoyed  telling  stories  aboutpeopleand  past  experiences,  enjoyed  his grandkids  and  then  later  the hugs  andsmiles  andlap  timewiththe  great-grandkids.MelvinandMerletagardened
together,  and  he enjoyed  mowing  his  3 acre  yard.  He and  Merleta  loved  totravel,  and  their  adventures  took  to them  to both  the east and  west  coastsof  the  United  States,  including  Alaska,  and  to several  countries  in  Europe.For  several  sumrriers  they  enjoyed  hostingstudents  from  France  and  Spain.Melvin  is survivedbyhiswife,MerletaofDeep

 River;five  children,Michael(Elizabeth)  Roberts of  Deep River, Diana  (Dick)  Hansen of  Victor,  JulieRoberts of Grinnell,  Kristy  Farrin@on  of  Woodland  Park, Colorado,  andRhonda  MacGregor  of  Denison.  Also  a dear  friend  of  Melvin  and  Merleta,PattyFerreira;  17  grandchildren,  Selina  (Chris)  McKinney,  Charlie  Roberts,Trace (Cassie) Roberts, Lindsey  (Joe) Wyckoff,  Sherry Hass,  Erica Hansen,TylerPuls,TravisPuls,Nicole
 (Nick)Wallace,Nathan  (VaLeene)  Herdlicka,Erienne (Dustin)  Doll,  Chelsea Roberts (Dustin  Jackson), and Ian, Jack,Connor,andBrandonMacGregor;and21

 great-gratdchildren,WilliamandGabriel McKinney,  Jadelyn Roberts, Desirae,  Tillie,  Emmarie  and  LyndeeRoberts,  Thatcher  and  Marina  Wyckoff,  Sarah  McNulty,  Kaitlyn  Hansen,Brianna  Newton,  Cody  and  Chasen  Holston,  Walter  Puls,  Owen  Puls,  EzraandDylan  Herdlicka,  Jayden Don, Johnathan andMatthewJackson,  andoneon  the  way.  Melvin  is also surived  by  his  sister,  Margaret  Bowers.  He  waspreceded  in  death  byhis  parents,  Elvin  and  MaryRoberts;  his  brother  CarlRoberts,his  son,  Brian  Roberts;  three  grandchildren,  Chad  Hansen,  BostonSchumacher,  and  Alexis  Schumacher;  and  a son-in-law,  Kenn  MacGregor.


