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awre than 30 ministers, mempers
f the Springfield Ministers’ As--
scciation and of the Springfield
Council of Churches, attended in
a2 body as did members of the
Saturday Night club, of which
Dr. Cross had been a member,

Services were conducted by
Rev. Lelana P. Cary of the First:
Methodist church of Hartford, '

' Conn., college roommate of Dr.,
Cross, and Rev.

¥
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Dr. Cross was the fourteenth
pastor of the historic First Con-
gregational church in Springfield,
Mass., since its establishment igl
1636. The church is considered
onc of the atrongholds
-gregationalism in-the nation. He
was the fourth to die while in the

active pastorate. The second pas- |

tor. Rev. Peletiah Glaver, died in
1692, after a pastorate of ~ 31
Yyears. His successor, Rev. Dan-
iel Brewer, died in 1784, havinzg
served for 48 years, the longest
pastorate in the history of the
church. Dr. Cross had held the
Springfield pastorate for only
two and one half years.
Flneral Services. i
The funeral services were held
from the church, which was filled

of Cou-

; post which he resigned this fall. |
On June 18, 1936, he was electedf‘
president of the National Board |
of Congregational and Christian
Churches at the National Congre-
gational Council at Mt. Holyoke.
He was a member of the regolu- |
tions committee al the last ses-;l
sion of the council. o
Dr. Cross was born in Cannon
Falls, Minn., Feb. 12, 1835, the
son of Rnwland Stevenson and
Mary Elizabeth (Weeks):  Cross.
He received his . A. B. degree
from Carleton college in 1907, at-
’tended Union Theological I3
jpary from 1809 to 1910 and gp- |
!ceived his B. D. degree from ‘Db-
erlin College Graduate School of |
i Theology in 1911. !
He was ordained into the Con-(

I

il

|

!

Kappa and Delta Sigma Rho fra-
ternities. .

He is survived by his wife,
Bessie (Daugherty) Cross, one
daughter, Elizabeth, a student in
Carleton college, two sons, Rob.|
ert and Rowland, both at home.!
his mother, Mrs. Mary E. Cross !
of Minnesota, two brothers, Rev. !
Rowland M. Cross of China and |
‘Willard Cross of Faribault Minn,, !
and four sisters, Mrs. F. A. Burn-
-quist of Minnesota, Miss Margar-
et Cross of Washington, D. ¢,

. Miss Helen Cross of San Francis-
‘¢o and Miss Lena Cross of China.
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Rev. E W. Cross
‘Dld is Bit”

3 ccogt of Grmnell partxmpa-
tkm in the World Wer would be In.

2 ] ithout 4" short statement

’or thé ‘contribution Which Rev. E. W.

Cross ‘made toward the defeat of the )

,German fox’ces and the tnumph of
demoéracy.» Envxable .8s “his war re-
cord may be, it gams added force
from’ the fact that .as'a minister of the
goepcl 'he  was not required to go to
the front and asay secretary he was
not required to carry stretchers and

lyvet he did all of these and more too.

g 84 Was on Augnst 31 1917 that the

ipastor of the Congreg-ahonal church
aunounced This’ appointment to an ov-
erseas sedretaryshlp in the Y. M. C.
A and hlS expected early departure

l for the western front. Not wishing to
go counter to the convictlons of their
,pestor the members of the congrega-
tlon granted hIm leave of absence and
bade him farewell.

!‘ Dnnng the succeeding fall and win-
b

Rev. Mr. Cross was kept busy
éonstructing his canteen and planning
entertalnment for both soldiers and
' civilians 1mmed1ately ‘in*'the Trear of

.he fighting line. Lacking funds to
put on the type of a Christmas party
he wished, he used some of his own
funds to buy presents for the dough-
boys of his division.

The latter part of July, 1918, word
was recelved here that Mr. Cross had
been wounded while carrying stretch-
ers in the Chateau Thierry sector, al-
though this ‘was entirely outside of
his’ line "ot duty as"a “y” secretary.
The wound proved to be a light one
and he was,soon back in the hamess
again : : :

His nex. attempt to act aga streteh-
er bearer was ‘fot destined to end so
Ea.slly egn Octéber 48, while carrying
[a litter in no man’s land, he and a
score of other Americans were caught
rln a German barrage and ‘had to seek
shelter in she]l holes. When the bar-
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rage had passed, it was found that
three had- been. killed and - twelve
wounded, Mr Cross among the latter.
, On his return from = seuthern
France where he had been sent to Te-
cover from ‘his wounds Mr. Cross was
commlssioned a first lieuténant in the
Ameriean’ a.rmy and during the rest
of the war _served as’an army chap-
lain. As an officer in ‘one of the di-
visions assigned to the Rhineland he
was ‘one of-the first. Americans tu
cross the brldgehead ‘nto German ter-
ritory ’

* During the tlme that he was a mem-
ber of the army of the occupation, Mr.
Cirss supplemem‘l his regular duties
by establishing ‘g school for the in-
struction of some of the uneducated |:
members of his regiment t was not
until March 1919 that he was dis-
charged and --able to return to hls .
pastorate in Grinnell.

A notable tribute to Mr. Cross' bra-
very and devotion to duty is contained
in the following passage from Kather- Jn
ine Aayo's book, “That Damn” Y. “In !E
Villers — Turnelle — perhaps “’ifl‘!
Coullemelle, the hottest point in the |
Montdidier-Amiens advance front line, !!
worked three good Y men, W T
Howell of Detroit, E. W. Cross
Murray Bartlett, clergy all. -~

“Madé acting cha.p]ains by th<
nel of -their :regiment,“they %
the dead.. They acted" ‘as stretc.
bearers for the wounded.  They
hunted ouf the stranded in no man’s
land a.nd brought them in. And strll,
they ran their canteens and their wel-
fare _work _besides. Real workers
those three single  eyed for  the
moment’s Job.” era G !
- )
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December 1. 1939

EDWARD WEEKS CROSS
Edward W. Crof® whose ministry in
lrst Cona”‘"at onal Church. Sprincfield. Mass
began about two years ago. succumbed o 1
heart attack at his home on November 2 at the
early age of 34.

Dr. Cross was born in Cannon Falls, Minn.,
the son of Rowland Stevencan Cross and Mary
Elizabeth Cross. He graduated from Carleton
College in 19207, and took his theolosical
training in Union Theological Seminarv and
Oberlin Colleze. He received the D. D. (le( ree
from Grinneil College in 1920, He was or-
dained in 1911 and served (,nngrczntirmni
pastorates at Livingston, Mont., for four vears:
at Grinnell, Ta,, 1915-1925 with the e\tev\uon
of months spent in war service in France: and
in Union Church, Richimond Hill, Long Istand.
N. Y. from 1925 to 1937. Dr. Cross’ war
service was of distinction, first as a Y.M.CLA.
secretary with the First Division, A.E.F., and
later as chapiain with the Sixteenth Infantry.
Army of Occupation. He was wounded in
the battle of Soissons, and was cited for bravery.

Dr. Cross was a former chairman of the
Commission on Evangelism and Devotional
Life, and iu reeent years was President of the
Home Board of Missions. He had also served
as moderator of the New York City Congrega-
tional Association and as moderator of the
New York State Congrezational Conference.

His pastorates in the Middle West and
and his general denominational activities
him wideiy known in our fellowship, and ‘u
was held in the highest esteem by all who
knew him. The tributes to his memory T'rnm




CROSS DIES OF
. HEART ATTACK

1-R*¥ox G, 1939
Wasl'f;,‘ ﬁ&stor of Grinnell
- Congreégational Church
From 1915 to 1925. |

i Coingldentally with the arrival
"0f . Rey,, Leland W. Mann as pas-
tor of b_m Congregational church
"comes,word of the death from a
*heart: attack of a greatly loved
{former pastor, the Rev. Edward
\Weeks Cross, who for several
“'yea‘l‘s“}ih&‘: been the pastor of the
historic ‘Congregational church in
Springfield, Mass. He went to
| Springfield from New York City,
where he had been pastor of a
lengregational church slnceleav-;
,ing Grinnell. There had been no.
;'word of his illness and it is pre-
i sumed that his death must have
{ been unexpected. He is survived
{ by his wife and three children,
| Betty, Robert and Roland. Funer-
al services were held Sunday aft-:
ernoon. ‘

Rev. E. W. Cross wag pastor
of the Grinnell church from
] 1915 to 1925. He came to Grin-
inell a young man, not long out
of collepe. His impact on the

mmunity was immediate. His

fluence from his pulpit was
genial and commanding and the
children’s sermons which he deliv-
ered each Sunday wmorning at-
tracted the little folks by the
score. He was a friendly man and
exerted hig capacity for friend-
'ship in furthering every ~orthy
movement in the entire commu-
inity. The years of his paslort}te
were happy and constructive

years.
- *An Army Chaplain.

. When the United States en-
tered World War No. 1, Rev. Mr.
Cross could not stay at home.
He became a chaplain with an in—
fantry regiment and saw service.
overseas. His first appearance;
after his return home was a
community ovation. Every seat in
Ithe church was filleq, and when
Ithe pastor, home from the wars
and wearing his uniform, ap-
peared on the platform, the au-
dience rose and burst into spoon-,
taneous applause. The sermon
[whlch he preached that day was
'a memorable effort. It was a
powerful indictment of war ax'xd
‘a plea for peace and sanity in
iinternational relations.

LUUDd DAINI
WHO FROM HIS |
LABORS RESTS

= Movo20, 1939

|
)
Details of Death and Fun-,

eral of Rev. Edward !
5 W. Cross. )

v

Through the kindness of Mrs.
Grace Peck. The Herald-Register
has been provided with news-
paper clippings regarding the
death and funeral of Rev. E. W.
Cross. The space given to the un-|
timely death in these papers.
leaves no doubt as to the stand-
ing of Dr. Cross as a religious,
leader in the east, . :

The newspaper  accounts stale|
that Dr. Cross had spent the day
at his church duties and had re~(
turned to his home in the early;

" evening when he was stricken by,

the fatal heart attack. “News of
his death.” says the :mcount.l
“stunned the members of hiscon-
gregation and fellow  clergymen,
many of whom had talked to him'
only yesterday afternoon.” i

Dr. Cross was the fourteenth
pastor of the historic First Con-
gregational church in Springficld,

. Mass, since its establishment in

1633.  The church is considered

.one of the strongholds of Con-
Jrgregationalism in the nation.  Iir

was the fourth to die while in the
active pastarate. The second pas-

. tor, Rev. Peletiah Glover, didd 'in'

1692 after a pastorate  of 31
years.  His successor, Rev. Dan-
iel Brewer, died in 1784, havin:
served for 48 years, the longest

; pastorate in the history of the
{ church. Dr. Cross had held the

Springfield pastorate for only
two and one half years.
Flaneral Services.

The funeral services were held
from the church, which was filled
by sorrowing friends. A delega-
tion of 32 persons from the
Union Congregational church of
Richmond Hill, Queens, New

¢ York. where Dr. Cross was pas-
"tor for 12 years before coming to:
- Springfield, was present, and!

more than 30 ministers, members
of the Springfield Ministers’ As-
sociation and of the Springfield
Council of Churches, attended in

‘ a notice of his death hand-
.‘to the people of the Congre-
'gational church Sunday ‘moming
appeared these wards: “His sphere
of influence greatly exceeded the
bounds of the church and his lo.ss
will be keenly felt by friends in

Grinnell.”

a body as did members of the
Saturday Night club, of which,

"Dr. Cross had been a member. f

Services were conducted by‘
Rev. Leland P. Cary of the First:
Methodist church of Hartford,,
Conn., college roommate of Dr,!
Cross, and Rev. Dr. Rockwell,
Harmon Potter. dean of Hartford
Theological Seminary ,and for
many years a close personal
friend. Both brought affectingi

, tributes. ,

Tributes to the memory of Dr,

!Cross were paid by the pastors

churches at their Sunday services
following his death. At his own
church, where he had planned to'
hold an All Saints day service|
and communion, there was held
instead a meditation service at
which Dr. Potter gave the ad-
‘(lross on the text, “Look up to!
the hills, from  whenee mmwth
thy strength.” i
Signally Honored. |
Several times in  his history,
Dr. Cross had heen signally hon-
ored by the church. His most re-
cent honor was his election as
one of the few delegates to rep-
resent the Congregational church
at the World Conference of
Churches in Oxford, England, and
Edinburgh, Scotland, last year.
Prior to that he had served in
several national offices. He was
chairman of the Commission of
Evangelism and Devotional | Life
from 1929 to 1934. For three
years he served on  the Home
Board of Missions of  Congrega-
tional and Christian churches, 31
post which he resigned this fall.
On June 18, 1936, he was elected
president of the National Board
jof Congregational and Christian
Churches at the National Congre-
i gational Council at Mt. Holyoke.
,He o was a member of the resolu-
}tinns committee at the last ses-
[

zion of the council.

) Dr. Cross was born in Cannon
Falls, Minn., Feb., 12, 1835, the
son of Rowland Stevenson and
! Mary Elizabeth (\Weeks) Cross.
"He received  his AL B, degree
) from Carleton college in 1907, at-
tendad Union Theological Semi-
cnary from 1909 to 1910 and ¥e-
ceived his B. D. degree from -Ob-
crlin  College Graduate School of
Theology in 1911,

) e was ‘ordained into the Con-
N i

grezational ministry in 10y el
served as  pastor at Livingston,
Montana, until 1915 when he wig
called Lo assume the pastorate m]
Grinnell. where he  served until
going to  the Richmond il
church in 1825, In 1923 he re.
ceived the degree of Doctor of
Divinigy from Grinnell colleqe.
His War Record. )

Dr. Cross’ pastorate in Grinnell
Was interrupted by his service
during the Worll War. He first
went overseas in Y. M. C. A,
work, but later became an army
chaplain with the First division.
Wounded* al Soissons in July  of
1918, he spent ten weeks in the
hospital and then rejoined  his
division during the fighting in
the Argonne. He was cited for
bravery in regimental orders.

After the armistice he crossed
the Rhine at Coblenz  with (he
first American troops  a2nd wasg,
with the 16th Infantry as chap-
Jain of the Army of Occupation
tor three months.

As a result of his war experi-

cnces, Dr. Cross became an ar-

dent pacifist and joined with a

group of -ministers who vowed in

the name of the Christian faith

to renounce war and never sup-
; nort annther.
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He was o member of Phi Deta
Kappa and Della Sigma tho fra-
ternities.

, Ho is survived by his  wife,
‘Bessie (Daughertyy  Cross, one
daughter, Elizabeth, a student in
Carleton college, two sons.  RRob-
ert and Rowtand, both at home,
his mother, Mrs. Marvy 9. Cross
of Mijnnesola, two brothers, Roev.,
Fowland M. Cross ol Chinan and
Willard Cross of Ifaribautt  Minn,
and four sisters, Mrs. I A. Burn-
guist of Minnesota, Miss Margar-
et Cross of Washington, D. C..
 Miss Helen Cross of San Francis-
co and Miss Lena Cross of China.

For some of the above infor-
mation The Herald-Register is in-
debted to a clippiny from The
'New York Times, kindly supplied
by H. C. MNorse.

Tributes by Fellow '.\lini.sts*rs*,‘
Tributes brought by felk
nministers on the oceasion of t1
untimely death of Dr. Cross wel
elogent and sincere. The follow
ing from lev. Dro Taodl Vime
smoderator ot the Hampden As
ciation of Congreaational Church-

es ond Ministers, iz tvpical,

“A more happy. spirited leader
among the clergy one could hard.
Wy imagine. A more sympathetic
Dpastor one could  not find any-
where. A more sacrificing friend
to all, big and little alike, one
would not pray for. His  genial
heart and 1adianl face were an
instant inspiration  to all wha
knew him. Iis sound counsel and
rich Christian  experience  were
always at the disposal of all who
sought thewn day or night.

“He was 2 lower of divine radi-
ance to all whom he ministered
to in the name of  his  Master
among tuen. God tiust have some

tremendous  job for him to do
eiccw hiere to take him away so
coon. We are al a loss to know
what so say. We just trust the
judgment of his God and ours.”,

"This is a tribute to which all
the Grinnell people  who  knew
Dr. Cross duriny his residence
here will respond with a fervent
“Amen.”



