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! EARLY BRESIDENT DIES.

¢ —

jPaul Esler, Successiul Retired Far- 1
mer, passes Away at Home Near

: Grinnell.

! One of Iowa's most successful farm- [

ers, a man of character and a highlyll

respected citizen, was removed from'

his earthly activities when Paul Esler

died at his home south of Grinnell

Thursday, September 23, at the age of

72 years.

Mr. Paul Esler was the son of Mr.
William and Mrs. Jennie Esler of
Ballymena, North Ireland, and Was‘
born in the year 1847.

His parents were farmers with hm—
ited means with a family of eight chil-
dren to support. So Paul and his sis- ‘
ter, Mrs. Joseph Kissock and hus-|
band, beard the call of this land oft
freedom and opportunity and siezed |
their first chance to cross the Atlantic.
Paul landed in New York City with
scarce enough funds with which to buy
his first meal and night’s lodging, but‘
he very soon found work as a hostler
and coachman and thus began to lay:
up funds with which to come further .
west. When this was done—much toi
the disappointment nf his employer —
he gave up his work, packed his grip |
and started for Iowa, landing at Hick-
ory Grove in the fall of 1882 with little |,
or no funds, but with plenty of vigor
and courage. He at once found a homé :
and employment with the Burroughs '
family just across the valley from the |:
cemetery where his body was laid to
rest. l

Paul was sO quiet,' so faithful and '
so trustworthy that he won the conﬁ—l
_dence of gooad friends and soon started |
‘ag an independent farmer for hun-

\self

March 31st, 1887, he was joined in
!marriage to Miss Margaret Barr and |
!to them have been born five daughters
and three soms, Mrs. Jennie Bacon,,
Mrs. Agnes Whitaker, Mrs. Mary ‘\Ic-5
'Dawell, and Elizabeth and Lucy Esler,
the latter two of whom dxed in mfancy J
and early chlldhOOd Their three sons, | '
'Ross J., William, and Paul Esler, Jr., |
are all living and were present witJ:\.1
ltheir mother and three sisters at the

‘burm.l service.

i Mr. Esler leaves surviving him one |
'hrother and one sister who still ha.ve;
{heir home in Ireland and one mster
who lives in Canada.

Paul’s rare judgment and tlreless
energy stood him well in hand enabling
him to live a useful and happy life in
this land of his adoption. \

‘ Though his serious accident and re- 1
| sultant illness have caused him bodily |
ﬁwealmess and pain during recent}
7 years, he has never failed to apprecx- i
" ate his blessings, nor has he glven
. way to discouragement or complaint. [
+ Those who have known him best have
‘}ecovmzed him as a true friend and
. brother, and share with the family’
'and relatives a deep sense of loss at
‘his coing.
! Mr. Esler, in his efforts to estabhsh
La home for himself, did not lose sight
lof the community {nterests but wo :
‘ready to lend a hand to any worthy'
'enterp ise as many churches and soci- |
| etjes hereabont can testify. ;

The burial services were held on
| Sunday afternoon at tire United Breth-:
'ren church at Hickory Grove in Jasper
’ county and were conducted by the Rev. 3
C. B. Foster, pastor, with the assmt-

1:mce of Rev. J. W. Primrose who is
|

ki

the pastor of the Church of God a.t'
: Newburg. The church was filled to‘
'overflnwmg with his neighbors and |
:frlends His body was laid to rest in |
" the Hickory Grove cemetery on their |
tamily lot beside those of his two in-!
fant daughters.
No one has done more to build up
a happy home and educate his children
lto lives of usefulness than has Mr. g
‘Esler His many Grinnell and Jasperx
‘countv friends regret his loss and join |-
j;wnh them in deep SOTTOW.
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