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THE OLDEST MANIN
THE STATE 1S DEAD

|

MUMPFORD HOLLAND OF GRIN.
NELL WAS 108 YEARS OLD.

|

He Was Born in Slavery and Was a
Union Soldier—Came Here 45 |
Years Ago. 1

Mumpford Holland is dead. He
died Friday evening, July 28, 1916,
at 0:45. Mumpford Holland was a
colored man and from the facts that
pave been learned he was about 108
years of age and probably the oldest
man in the state of lowa.

Mumpford Holland was born a
¢lave near Princeton, Kentucky. The
exact date of his birth is not known
as he had no official record, but as
pearly as can be figured out by old
acquaintances he was born about the
year 1808. His first master was the
owner of a tannery by the name of
william Bush. He, with other slaves
was sold many times and saw many
pardships. He was a servant of an
army officer during the Mexican war.
Later during the civil war he enlist-
¢d and served as a cook in the Un-
jon army. At the close of the war he
was mustered out at Davenport. In
1870 or 1871 Hon. Geo. M. Christian
brought him to Grinnell where he
worked for him in the old Grinnell
House for many, many years. All

these years he has made Grinnell his
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home. He has been an Indnnrioulr
and honest citizen. He bought prop-,
erty in South Grinnell and lived in
bie own home many years prior to
his death. He was converted and
joined the Salvation Army early in
the eighties and was a faithful mem- |
ber of that organization and has liv-
ed a Christian life ever since. He
was respected by all who knew him.
He was a patient sufferer for more
than a year and died in the triumph
of the living faith. He had no fam-
ily, being sold from his wife in slav-
ery.

The funeral services were held on
Sunday afternoon in the Uncle Sam
club house, conducted by Rev, E. W,
Crose and Rev. John Lucas, an old
friend and former citizen of Grin-
vell, but now of Buxton. The club
house was filled with people and a
great many could not obtain seats.
A token of respect that was due this
faithful old man whom all Grinnell
knew so well,

Henry Barnes was telling the Reg-
ister man that his first wife taught
thie old slave his letters away back
in the latter sixties down at Daven-
port. George Christian tells us that
he was one of the best colored men
be ever knew and that he was ab-
tolutely honest and honorable.
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He has always oeen industrious
and frugal, Yearg ago he would buy
4 bunch of hogs and call at the var- t
lous homes in Grinnell, picking up t
the garbage, fatten these hogs and
#1l them which brought him good
woney for his time and labor.

P
¢
Hev. John Lucas said in his re- V
warks that he had known Mumpford U
Holland ever since he was a little tad v
and he never knew him to be any ©
other way than ‘happy and light- b
bearted and that he had a pleasant ©
fmile for everyone. That he was ever
theerful and thoroughly dependable. v
Mumford was quite a unique char- !
acter around town. Robert Coutts !
telis of a time when Mumpford was !
Janitor of one of the banks here in Y
Grinnell when he was heard to say, ¥
“Golly, T wish I had a million dol- "
lars”  Sam Pooley asked him what !
o the world he would do with so '
much money. The old colored fel- !
low replied: I would eat and eat
ind eat 'til 1 was fit to bust.” “Why
YOu couldn't begin to eat up the in- !
€rest on a million dollars,” replied 1
Mr. Pooley. “‘Chile,” solemnly de- 1
tlared the old man, “you all don't |
;":l::tn' what a powerful appetite *
Almost everyone you talk with has
&n anecdote about Mumpford. John
= 1;:1‘“. of Buxton, who was here
oo ¢ funeral and who was appoint-
i hl. “xecutor by the old gentleman |
4 h' will, saild he had occasion to
Onl at him one time when he was
Am‘he #treets with the Salvation
Mnn: bere in Grinnell, exhorting the |
hnd:. 0 repentance. No one res-
. hed l‘l:ld the old man shook
snd “d “more in anger than in sor-
and said: “When all of us

what is done saved gits up to heaven'
and looks back on you all, you all's |
goin' to look rignt green.”

There has been a great deal of|
[speculation about his age. John Lu-
| cas says that his father, Henry Lucas
who used to own a farm down near
Fwart was born in 1811, and he has
{often heard his father and Mumpford
talk and discuss the things they re-
memberea as boys and by comparing
‘events they in that way determinec
|that Mumpford was at least three o1
| four years older than the senior Lu-
lcas,

The poor old fellow has bven bed-
fast for about a year and has beer
cared for in his home by Mr. anc
Mrs. Gus Renfrew and Mrs. Field
Mrs, Field was formerly Mrs. Good
the mother of William Good to whon
Mumpford bequeathed all he owned.
Ed Good, the father, died in 1901
and at his death Mumpford promised
‘to look after his son to the best of
his abllity, which he did and went ¢
step farther by leaving him the in
‘come from his property during his
lifetime and at his death to be divid-
ed among his heirs.

The deceased had retained his
faculties to a remarkable degree.
'This spring Ed Brande was appointed
1by the court to act as hig guardian
"to the end that he might be properly
",looked after personally and his prop
' erty conserved. He has known °'.
" and appreciated the many kind acts
; and thoughtful remembrances of his
. acquaintances in Grinnell. Mr. Lu
| cas said he especially appreciated ar :
; electric fan which Carl Phelps had
.llnsullod by him at bis own expense,
" In true southern style he always
| addressed the ladies of his acquain i
) tance, and especially those for whom |
| he performed services as ““Honey' o
! “Mah dear.”” When the men about
“"town teased him and threatened him
" with bodily harm if he did not ceas¢
5 the use of such endearments ir
speaking to their wives, Mumpford
would smile depreciatingly and say
“What's de mattah ob you' chile

_ don’ yo' know I don’ mean no ha'm.’

He was buried in Hazelwood or

A the Good family lot.
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