ERASTUS SNOW. gof ¢

Although nearly a decade has elapsed since the demise of Erastus Snow his
personality was too strongly impressed upon the community where he had resided
for so many years for him to be readily forgotten. A man of rare ability and
possessing a high sense of public ditty he is remembered as an agriculturist, finan-
cier and legislator, but probably best as the citizen who was always willing to con-
tribute both his time and money to forward any movement for the general good
of the community.  OF Puritan extraction, the carly principles fostered in a New
England home remained with him throughout life.

His birth occurred in Winchester, New Hampshire, on the 19th of September,
1810. He was reared in the paternal home to the age of twelve years, acquiring
his education in the common schools of his native town. One evening after he had
passed his thirteenth birthday he was reading the paper by the firelight when his
eve was caught by an advertisement which reazd, “Wanted. a hoy in a printing
office.  Apply here.” Being an ambitions lad, he was most anxious to begin his
buiziness career and so applied to his father for permissjon to take the positiope
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Ten minutes Jater Mr. Snow 1)1ace(micl{et 2 note for htty coliars,
Bbearing the signature of little Erastus, remarking as he did so that he would
always have something coming o him. The mother, however, thought better of
her son than that amd rephed, “That note will be paid.” It was to this early
confidence reposed in him by his mother that Erastus Snow attributed much of
his success in after life. At ritnes when everything looked hopeless and he was
ready (o give up of was sorely tempted 1O compromise with right he would remem-
ber his mother. and her Delici in him gave him renewed courage and enabled him
to conguer conditions rather than o permit them to conquer him.

T'he note. which he had given s jather, was to compensate the parent f{or the

lad's time and services up to the time he had attained his majority, which at that
petivd was Jeemed us he the right of every parent. At the expiration of three
cears it was cancelled. m contirmation of his mother's trust, although the Tl
had only received Rity dollars for his first year's sefvice, which st was doubled
the second and ripied the third year. Fefore he had attained his majority he
ek lifted the morigage fromw the uld hamestead. thue relieving irom anxiety

the latter davs of hix parents. Ar, Snow did not follow his trade for many years.

simply nsing itasa stepping stone to semething higher. Returning to his old home
he worked in the bank for a while but helieving that the west afforded betier op-
portunities for men of limited means he removed to lowa. Upon his arrival hefv
e first ‘ocated i Davenport, where he resided for two years, and then removed
ta Poweshick county. buying some tand east of Grinnell, in the cultivation of which
e was engaged when elected president ol the First Nationui Bank, fullowing
which he came 1o town to live, He served most efficiently in various public capaci-
ties daring the long period of his residence here, having been elected to both
branches of the legislature as well as to the board of supervisors. The latter
otfice e held at the time when the matter of railroad bonds was being so strongly
itated in the county, but probably his most notable service was in assisting the

chool district to cancel its early indebtedness.  After leaving the First National

aank, of which he was the first president, he became connected with the Grinnell
Savings Dank. auhsequently assuming the management of the Granger store for
a munher of vears, while he was alio plentified with the Farmers Mutual Insur-
apce Uompany. During the jatter vears of his life he withdrew from all public
activities and returned to his farn, where he resided until December, 1893, al-
though he rented the land. 1le then removed to Grinnell, where he was living at
the time of his dentise on the 1t of March, 1002
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Mr. Snow is un accountant, having served many yeard as a bank eashier in

his native State. removing to Davenport a reputed money loaner, where

loans were easier pat out than taken in. Next removing to Grinnell, where

just out of the corporation he has a farm, which, regarding location, trees,

and tastetul Lonse architeeture, is the eqnal of any establishment in central

Towa. But fine stock and model grounds eould not detain the owner on

his fertile acres and he gravitated into publie affairs, gtill retaining his

home. As member of the county Board of Supervisors our finances were

by him bronght out of disorder and indebtedness, known and provided for.

Onee he was elected 1o the Lower House in the General Assembly and

once State Senator holding a conspicuous place as a trusted finaneier on

committees, without any attempt at oratory, rather being dizposed to the
“ golden silence.” Several years sinee, when the farmers made an alliance,
ander what was called the Order of Grangers, this gentleman was aceorded
that prominence which correctness and business habits ensure, and is now
at the head of one of the largest mereantile Louses. oceupying one of the
most spacious stores in this region. where order mirrors the man. The
presidency ot the Farmer’s Mutnal Insurance Company, which has proved
cuch wise economy to the insured, was also accorded to him. an office which
he now holds. On the organization of the First National Bank of Grin-
nell, ten-vears ago, Mr. Snow was elected president, and on the founding,
the past vear. of the Griunell Savings Bank he was also made president. In
brief, if suid as a business maxim. * Caution is the parent of safety,” that
may have been the zuide of one who has meither grasped fo fiold. nor been
ambitions for position, beyond the measure whicn was honorable and a
pleasure for friends to accord, each succeeding expression of contidenee
bringing evidence of those qualities which so modest a gentleman might
regard as fattery by a further mention and anaivsis. Mr. Snow is a prac-
tical believer in the “*dignity of labor” and in early life from necessity,
and later from ehoice, has been diligent in business and faithiul to the
many trusts conterred npon him. He believes that what is worth doing ut
all is worth doing well, and his life's history clearly demonstrales that striet
integrity, persevering industry, jotned to economy and good habitg, seconded
by a determined will, are unfuiling passports to success.
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ERASTUS SNOW. _
We gather to-day in this houese of

mourning o pay our [ast tribule of re-
spect to nnother of cur piovasra,

Ha was born Beptember 19, 1819, upon,
a tarm sbout six milea trom Winchester,}
N. H, nod died early in the marning r;f"

Marah 2, 1602, at hin howe in Urinnell,]

lows, aged B2 yenrs, i months and 13

days. 1le was tha eighth af alaven
ghildreo.  His paranta wers hard work.
ing people sud Frestua early lesrned
that his must work for a living.

Hia eurly educdtion was in

each year. When aboul twelve yeara of
age his parenta decided to npprentice
him tou cabinet maker to lesrn the
trade, Ile bad an eduoation from his
reading, his study o men and aifairs of
business sud contact with the world
that made him intelligant, sanaible and
very praotival. Ha did not take raadily
to the pian of beiog n machanio, Whan
nbout hurteen yenre of age s snw ap
ndvertisement that said a Loy was want.-
ed and ha conoluded to Hhe that boy him-
88, Harving found n job his Bret oon-
eiderstion was to gat hig father to Axa
prica Lot which he would relinquish his
clrim to his wages untii he was twanty-
noe years of nge. Ilis fathar in his
chuaranteristio snd joking way said he
thought it woul! be warth 250, The
bargain was promptly closed st that
figura and Firastua pgava hia note for $50
to hie father who wien takiog it eaid hal
did pot think it would be paid. His!
mather axpreasad her cgelidance in the
young debtor nnd hea justilied her taith
by bringing it in little by littla until the
larga bill wrs paid. His firat year's

A rurel’
sohool where he attanded about 8 weeks

wages 350 aod board wae the hngmumg
of hio capital and business career. .

Ienought employment in astore in
Liawell after in Winchestar whare he
worked tor savaral yeara aventually to
beonme n partner votil fuslly he was
oslied to becowme the cashisr of s bank
in Winohester by the director of the
bank, He wae eeleoted without sesking
tbhe place nod enterad. upun tha service
to lparn |
the eystem of double:- entry binolr keep-

{tion. e was too in delionte health and
‘hsd often thought of coming west to find
s better climate,

ing and 8]l the iniricaoies of the situa-

He took charge of
baok with $100,000 onpital and had the
entire lAbor to perform io the nare of it,
without an eseistant.  Fle waa also
trengurer and secretary of a envinga bank,
town trensurer, insursnce egsnt apd
agent lor sale of exchange. Jlo grew
into the oare and management of thie

[nrge smount of business by proper

training and eystemalizjog bis work,’
Hie whole tmind wAs givan up two s It
was imporiant. that nothing be forgot-
ten. [fa note was about to tall doe it
must ba protesiad if not promptiy paig
ao n8 te¢ heold the endorser ot else he
himeell would become liable tor its loss,
Hie bond of $20,000 (ofloisl) was signed
by bia friends and not by s trust oom-
pany. lle must and did keep them
from loas. He began with a rmodest
onlary of $500 per yesar aod stsid with
the Winohester baok 8 years until hia
‘anlnry and semmiasions tor sl his work,
amouniad to $1.600 per'yesr. His yenrlyi
'income wae 22,000, But the severe and’
exhauvstiog lsbors bad eo hndermmed
bie health and etrength that he deter..
mined’to tume west and’ undnrtnke the)
lndapendenl and quiset life of a farmer,
i t1is bosrd of directors pleaded with him
to remaio and mwanaged to keep him nj

shbort time longer. e had been eo sucC-
uaaul’ul in wsnagiog the affaire of the
baplk aud keeaping it l'rmﬂ doing what
most banks then did viz. auspandmg.
payment io the troubloua tlmes frum
1801 tu 1852,

He had sa~ed it whan.» run bAd been
planned by driving sl] pight nearly vod
brigiog from milea sway $£5,000 in
coin and geLting another suuLee
$5,000 more in gold and  silver to whow
t thuse whe cama to olaim the soin rod
breal the bank, When thay pressnted
their IR to be caehed he called thair
attantion to the fact that only a few of
them wara upon tha bank of Winchester
"but beassurad Lham Lhat coin was an

abundant that thay could have nll they
wontad of it, So they went away Jear-
“lag the bank dniog ite usual business in
itg pugtomary way and they paver oama
ageia,

~ Hisclever dateslion and Arrest ol A‘
Horgar who had  managed to gat over -
1,000 from tin bank befora e began to
e the oashier, hin gatting authority
from tha postinaster genersl to travel
upon the mail orra in any direotion, en:
ter puat nilices and exemine lotters and
even open sgme that came from the
oulprit wes ’6 very olevar piace of
work, Jn comprny with and aided "E)y
Hollrgok, author of *“Ten Years Among
the Mail Bags,” he at iast found his man
at the'very bouse he lived in. He was
niz months io tha pureait and the banln
npent.M,OGO in the ohass and opaptura
The torger was conviated snd paid t.he“
penalty of his crimes. Ho oﬂmpetenﬁ‘
aod useful had he becoms that tha offis-’
ara af tha back strongly degired to re-
twin him.

trom

[

for ench townehip in the County. He

~. lig was maArried Sept. 14, 1848 to Lydin
‘Mazia Weedsn, mechon] tencher whom
bo met st Lowell Of this union four
ohildren were bLorn: Wugans Brastue,
July 2, 194Y; Klorence M, Aug, 10U, 1851,
at Wiochester; Sumper Shermso at
JInveuport, lown, Out. 24, 18G0 and [ler
#inn Henry at Grinnall Jan. 4, 1864, who
died in Qotober of Lthe snmre year.
In 1859 the family consisting of the'
. parents, one kot ADd B daughter came to
Davanport, Iowa, visiting and remaining
there for two yeare within whioh time
tbe geoond son was boro, aud attracted
by the charsoter of the people Mr. |
Snow oame to Grinnell and purohreed
80 acrea 'of land one-bal! wile eaat of
lowo coming hera to live in 1861, Ilis |
purposs was -to bescome nlarmper end:
live the quiet and independent life renl-
'jzed in that way. Ue built a good brick
‘Boues the tiret of ite kind bers 8bouts.
Trees were 86t out for an orchard, Botb
attempte were rogarded as doubilul
experimente, yeb the reculls seemed to
\be antisfsotory. ‘It renlly seems aa if
his sodepvor to settle down in the quiat
ita of n tarmer war Rbiout tha maoat ““':;
guccesgln]l atiewpt of his lung and brsy
lita, 1t waanotlong before hisneighbore
tound out his capavity ta do businees
and since then he hae had little, leiaure
‘for the quiet pursuit of the real tarmer
1t has been my privilege to know him
sinre 18G4, Since then he hms had much
to do in n poblic way. As &g member of
the Board of Supervisors and chairman

"ol it whep it coneseted of 15 or 16 per-
sops (Sheridan then pot orgaoized)one

showed the eame sbility in mAnsging’
affsira whioch charaoterizad his life in
New Epgland. He bas been trusted by
the people aod put in charge of moat
important matters, In nfairs of the
school district of Gripnell in the large
businees of the onunty, whers the at-

tempt wae made to eollecy from thea peo- 1



ple of the county $100,080 for” Loods
given to the Railrond Company, g¢ven
though the Company had failed to fulfl]l
its prrt ol the oontraot and hed dispossd
ot she Dbonds to so called innocent:
parties a0  that the courts held”
that  the QCounty was liabls, Mr,
Sonw  decided wpot to levy thes tax
amit was for & time committed to juil for
contsmpt of court with his felluw super-
visors until a compromise was mnadae,
sRving the county many thousanda of |
dollars. Ile wnsg elected a representative
in the legislntura of the 13th General
Assombly and served with effloiency and
arerlit, though not given to over muceh
talking. Ha waa choson etate senator
trom this distriet by appointruent of the
goverpor. He was prominent in the
ocoperative movemsant called the Grange,

Ha wan promineat in etartiog the Firet
Natiooal Bank here and he waa the firat
president of it. The Savinga Bank nlen
saleoted him to be their president. Twice
ha was chosen to sattle with the oounty
treasurer and went through the whole
busivess 88 an expert mooountant for the
four vears of his incumbency, speadiog
thirty daya ench time. He was depu.
tized to hold court in the eettlamact of
an egtate, n wmoat intricate and diflicalt
undarathing.

Io tho originnting and conduscting the
go-oparative Urange Store he showad
the same mentsl ajertness and conaum
mate ability which had oharacterized
his previous vuresr wud he mwds m pro ‘
nounosed succesa of what it was prophe
sistl would prove n dignateoun failura, as,
ning gut ol ten of such anterpriass had
besa. His fullyw grougers redped wlun
dant advantages in the purchnae of gaod
goods At remsonahle prioes. ‘I'his oare
he finmily roncluded, Ay the nge of 65
he could no lungar endure tha respon
sibility. It did nat long eurvive hia sur-
rendar of it. "'here is also an iosurance
corapany with whioh he hiad much tn do
in the sama helplul way, With this he
has lugger heen conaected, Canaidering
all bis publio service and achievements,
we must oooclude that nlthough he
modestly disclaimed any dillerenvs from
the comemon lot, yat it seemn to s wa
are considering Lhe life and charanter of
a mas quite diarent trom the ordinary

individunl,

He had his Iaulta and none wars mora
rendy than be to acknowledge them, Lut
I am not here to judgse him or advertiss
them. De Mortius nihil nisi booum [
shell be our motto for this ons half Four
i could wish that his lite had been
churacterized in thesa later yenrs by hig
impulses and coneolusions reactied when
most profoundly impreesed with the
tranpeendant importance of epiritusl
thinga at whioh time he confessed him
el fully convinced of the greal reality
of the taith in Lhe Liord Jesus Christ,

He had read much of skeptiorl wnt-
inga and it was not easy for him to reach
the gonolueion to whioh bo came of the
divine reality of religion. My racollec-
tirn ie very distinet in regard to the go-
easion when he was so wrought upon

frequently besn calied to attapd “the |
funeral services of bis wwn bovasshold. |
Ot his obildrea —three song and one
daughter—only one survives, Florence
died in "6, Sumner ig 2. So tur
from his New Iinglend home and the
graves ol his kindred yotin thia fir
1and his choice for & home where he bas
spent 8o much of hia aotive lite, hare he
8 to be buried. Of hia fathers tamily
of ll. childran only his Foungest brother
Burvives. (M his own, this BUrYiging
cerepanion, Bugena, hig firgt barn, and
two graud daughters alone arg left,

We are here (o pAY our last tribute of

Permutted an [ bnvo Leoo o have ncocds
o+ hig own stntenients ns to the nperation
of his miod in that oriais of his life
history 1 am glad that he bas left the
record thnt he hne, Ile hins experienced |
meoy viotesitudes and trials in hisevent-!
tul lifo. With an npparently frail out-!
fit of bodily strength heeyet hos aur-i
vived lsbars which now meem nlwmost’
supar-buman aod lived more thano the
four score years. With mental faoulties
alert and pot eeriously impaired he ie
takan anddenly from hife hers, {lp hne

To dﬂ}' threa open
aur mortality,

respect to tbip husband, tather, friend
::d citizen anq Lo coﬁi-e'; his hm-iy to

@ plage appointad for all the living, /
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