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“No man i Anerica mare tully
embodies the whole juice and spint of
rampant abelthionisim inats present
sense, than does J B Grinnel). the
[owa Cily Press wrote n 1862

J B Grinnell earned that repulabun
for his lang career i preaching agarnst
slgvery, his aid to escaping shaves. anid
not Teast of all i1 the eyes of s feliow
Towans, the hospitahty which he gave to
John Bpwn on that radical abohibonst -
trek through Towi in 1859

In that year, fowa was a divided
state. Although lepally a free-sol stale
nearly all its pubhce officials were pro
slavery Democrats. most of them ap
potnted by President James Buchanan
Those men reporied violahions of the
Fugitive Slave Law . searched rairoad
cars for escaping <laves, and harassed
seltlers moving west on the fowad tral
to Kansas and Nebraska Slaves were
even vwned and worked i the southern
counties. At the beginmng of the il
War, Governor Samuel Kirkwood con
fessed in o letter to the secretary of the
treasury. “The southern half of ouw
state 1s strongly pro slavery

Despite the Fugibive Slave Law wiieh
made it thegal to ard escaping slaves
southern slave owners protested that
“INegroes escaped te Canada as vasts
as if they traveled on a rinlway which

ran beneath he Eround

A hamlet on the prame. os TR
Grinnell described the town be Toundesd
Grinnell was a stop on that
“Underground Radroad

Enlered Sear Tabor

Slaves escaping from Missour
entered Towa in the southwest corter ol
the state near Tiubor and passed
through Lewis. Des Moines, Gronneli,
Towa City, West Liberly, Tipton, he
Witt, and Low Moor, crossing the
Mississipm at Chnton on thewr way Lo
ane of the Greal Lakes ports where they
were ferried to Canada and frecdom

All along the “vulroad™ lowans with
strong abohiomst beliefs asually New
Englanders. helped the Tleeng slaves
by hiding them i houses, atties, and
barns and passing the Tugilives on
under cover of mght, to the pext stabon
on the route But those inen were out

! B. Grinnell and
he Underground

In 1851, after graduating from the

Theological Seminary 10 Auburf, NY

Grnell went to Washington, D O as
paster of the Trunity Chureh Grinnell
was sard 10 have preached the first anty
slavery sermon heard in Washington at
the Farst Congregational Chureh In
deed s forthright” preaching agaimnsl
slavery aroused such opposilion thal he
was forced to leave the town He return
il to New York, where he marred
Julia A Chapin, the daughter of an
aholitiomst mimister, on Feb 2, 1852

Grinnell continued preaching When
Bis voce Laled im as a result of (oo
much outdoor speaking. he consulted
Horace GGreeley who gave him the
fimous advice, "Go West, young man
10 West There s health in the country
and rocm away from our croswds of
vdlers and imbeciles

Girinnell took Greeley's advice and
negan his work of founding “somewhere
in this new western country a religious.
moral and educabonal community

The new town of Grinnell emabodied
s founder s interest 1 abolition, and
while J B Grinnell frequently condemn
vl the Tawlessness of Towa, he was a
conscientious breaker of the Fugitive
slave Law

Grimnel o wool trader, used huy huge
wool barn as a station He and his
fellow sheep raisers and station
managers corresponded through ciptier
messages 1 which fleeces ot wool
referred to the fleeing slaves they were
trausporting

“Notorvieus Rendess ous’

So well knewn became the town's and
Grinnell’s activities that a reward was
offered by Missourt slave-owners for
J B Grimnell “dead or alive 7 A letle
i the pres Momnes Journal charged thal
the town had gained a widespread
repulation of heing the most notorious
rendezyvous for stolen and fugitive
Negroes west of the Mississippn 7 The
same letter clammed that $37 000 worth
of stolen “property” from Missours had
passed through J B Grinpell's hands

In self defense, Grinnell always
clanned that he was “'no party to enlwe
g slaves away . only charged wilh the
crime ol piving shelter to the fleeimng
and figlpag them to Canada

I8 Grimnell's actions, however 1

unusually cool reception P
Brown was warned agihe p
through lowa that pr&slaverﬂ"agén i
would be waiting in Grinnelf;
agents wouid be working [Gr SdmielZg
Workman, a Democrat, the Buchanats|
appainted postmaster at lowas City'an
LS. marshat for the distriet. + 1.5
shortly before noon on Feb. 20;°5
Hrown's party came in sight of Grinsig
nell. Brown, unsure of what pro-slave
forces were nearby, left his band in a iy
grove near the town and wend to the. "
home of J B Grinnell P a

Brown rany the doorbell and introdug
ed himsell to Grinnell, not by name, bu
ondy as a friend of Mrs. Grinnell's. -}
(ather Grinnell promptly invited the
unexpected guest to tea.

After 4 short talk, Brown suddenly
adimitted. L am not here on a social
vistb T am the awiul Brown — Capt.
John Brown of Runsas

Grinnell show e Brown the copy of
the New York Tritane that be had just
been reading and warned the Kansan
thal the authorities were after him, Y

Came for Advice’ 3
My company s pist back here in the 3
grove. and | ar onby ooscout.” Brown ™S8 whi

replied "Don L put vourseli and family A
i jeopardy T came for advice Fwas thm
i the twool business, and am still, lhf‘y ] :
say derisivels and | hear you are open- &y

iy We are 16 persons with horses. and 8 ret,

man and beas! inust be fed and stop '; Lo
with fmends o we can. and not spies § an:
Then, its Saturday and we want rest T % un
make [0 a rufe nol (6 trasyet un Sunday Z' R
lcan be avorded, and to save expenses re.
we can ook our own [vod . and we need b oca
a rendezvous 1o stack our arms What i he
da you advise” ™ eh

(Jrlnrwll apenced the door Lo his parlot
and said, TThis s ot vour service, and [ Y

you can occupy the stallsn the barn ’n at
that are vavant w

Grinnell glso advised Brown that h,
there was no need to wait 1o bring the P
parly nto [own, “for vou fic fve oo e e
of an outht tor concealmenl It

Hy thal bume, as o Grinnell worman I

recalled. o rumor ran through the set
Uement that John Rrown, betler known
“throughout the Wesl as Ossawattanie
Brown, had armved i Grannelh wath o
strial] band of fugitives from Missoun
on s way to Canada

When Brown = comnpany fled mto
Grippeli, the town was ool good

—_—— -

) numbua to see the outfil
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L John Brown
numbered simply because only one New
Ernglander had settled in Towa for every
six southerners before 1850. Even some
Iowans of New England background felt
they had no right to break the law by
hélping escaping slaves.

“Only a few towns like Tabor, Spr-
ingdale, and Grinnell were overwhelm-
ingly abolitionist. The GQuakers of Spr-
ingdale and the Congregationalists of
Grinnell took seriously the Mosaic law
which commanded, " Thou shalt not
déliver unto his master the servant
which is escaped from his master unto
thee: he shall dwell with thee, even
among you, in that place which he shail
¢hoose. .

Josiah Bushnell Grinnell was par-
ticularly suited to follow that teaching
Born on Dec. 22, 1821, in New Haven,

“vi  to Myron and Catherine Hastings
Grinnell, J.B. Grinnell was raised in an
atmosphere of “hard work, poverty and
a sternly religious tramming,”” according
to his biographer, Charles Payne

‘Radical’ School
" When Grinnell left the farm to get an
education, he attended Oneida Institute
‘2 hotbed of the radicalism of the day
Indeed, the sehool was so radical that
the regents of the state of New York
refused to let il confer degrees, and
Grinnell completed the course of in-
struction without one

This article was based on materiat
from the following publications: Josiah
Bashnell Grinnell, “Men aud Evenls of
Forly Years,” D). Lothrop Company,
1841; Des Moines Register, 1927 Grin-
nell College Scarlet and Black, March 14,
1927; The Grinnell Herald-Hegister, Jan.
3, 1966 and Dec. 14, 1970, Curt Harnack in
The lowan. July 1956: Charles Payne,
““Josiah Bushnell Grinnell, State
Historical Sociely. 1938: and Stephen b
Oates, "To Purge This Land with Blood:
A Biography of Tohn Browo " Harper &

Ko 10

J.B. Grinnell
legal, were mild contrasted with the
violence practiced by John Brown, just
as Towa was peaceful and united com-
pared with the torments of “"Bleeding
Kansas.'~ Yet when Brown appeared
unexpectedly on J.B. Grinnell's
doorstep in the late winter of 1859, therc
was no question but that the Kansan
was welcome

On Saturday, Feb. 20, 1859, J.B. Grin-
nell was reading the New York Tribune
The story he read was about John
Brown. On the night of Dec 19, 1858,
Brown and a band of men kad en-
camped on the Kansas side of the
Missouri line. Their scout brought in a
black, Jim Daniels, who appeared to be
selling brooms. Daniels confided to
Brown that he. his wife, and children
belonged to a Missouri slave-owner and
were about to be sold at auction.
Daniels was looking for help for himself
and others he knew of in a similar
plight

On the following night, Brown and
some of his men arrived at midnight at
the house of Daniels” owner, Harvey
Hicklan. Hicklan was held at gunpoint
while the band looted the house and out
buildings for provisions and freed five
slaves. Brown and his men went to
another home and liberated another
five slaves.

Slave-owner Shot

Meanwhile, another party of Brown's
men had gone to the home of a stave-
owner named David Cruise. Cruise,
when he appeared (o be reaching for a
weapon, was shot and kilted by one of
Rrown's men

The slaying of Cruise, more than the
theft of the slaves, aroused the coun
tryside against Brown. The governor of
Missouri offered a $3,000 reward for
Brown, and President Buchanan offered
$250.

The story of Cruise’s murder and
descriptions of the slaves spread over
[owa. Even anti-slavery communities
such as Tabor were shoecked by the kill
i~rq of (roite aud qae Brows asd

numbers to sec the outfil,”

To J.B. Grinnell's eyes Browi
were particularly martial.-*'Co
making as good a display as po
were glistening with spurs, and
was a clink of swords-and in si}
Sharp’s six-shooters. . . . . Th:
canvas-covered wagons followe
horsemen. . . . . Sentinels we:
by strict military precaution,”
wrote later.

Pisto] Not Concealed

Compared to his men, Brown
dressed inconspicuously, in Gri
opinion. "*“There weré no spurs
boots, and he was only elad in :
well-worn suil, with nothing to
border warfare save a wide-rin
and half-concealed pistol.” Bro
the pistol openly to avoid breal
law against carrying concealec
weapons. .

The party settled into the tov
black men were hidden in the 1
Grinnell’s wool barn and the w
the back room of Reid’s Hotel.
Grinnell's parlor became "a m
arsenal by the stacking of rifle
shotguns, carbines, revolvers,
flasks, strings of bullets and gv
and in the center of the room v
spread blankets for sentinels,
caution, were to take a bed wh
could spring to their weapons :
first atarm.™

One townsman objected that
town will be burned — it had b
threatened, and every man sh
home to defend his property. S
about and the United States m
could easily make an arrest.”

This ““nervous, good man,”” ;
Grinnell described him, expre:
worries of many of the townsp
assembled that evening in the
dience room used as the chure
Brown speke in defending his .
the Kansas border war.

“Bleeding Kansas' was of s
concern to Grinnell citizens, b
many of them had friends or r
settled there. But Brown's auc
made up of men to whom the *
raid, the murder of Cruise, an
theft of slaves were almost as
forgivable crimes as slavery i
men wanted J.B. Grinnell to b
and not to bring reprisals fron
slavery [actions onto the town

Brown's Defense

Brown defended the violeno
sas by telling the Grinnellians
to Kansas for peaceful settlen
to save a great state from sla-
Those that went there to forge
became murderers and deser:
1 am not a man of blood, but »
sends me on an errand [ don’t
my enemies to choose Lhe bat
ground, and if 1 ordered men
was because they had plannes
There is no law on the border
will be — the hirelings, backe
Buchanan, cannot face lead.’

A collection was taken Lo he
fugitives, but when Brown an
thal he would put up for sale
(he surplus horses, a Grinnell
ed, "What title can you give”

“The best,”" Brown answef'
fadavit that they were Laken’
men {rom land they had clea:
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Workman wrote. “Get the gid devii

4 away to save trouble, for he will be
taken dead or alive.”

. Valuable Friendship
Not only did J.B. Grinnell realize the

danger, bul Workman was a personal
Iriend and a premoter for the Rock
Island Railroad, soon to enter the town,

s0 the Democrat’s continued friendship -

was valuable. Nevertheless, Grinnell
gave the message to Brown.

Brown's reply was lo tell Grinnell:
“Give my compliments to the slave cal-
cher with a notice that [ shall wait here
only one day to give him a receplion,
then pass directly east. My mission is
fearful, but we can fire 100 times
without loading, and even the black
women are a dead shot. Never fear, |
have been a minuteman for years
amidst the singing of bullets, and my
company will never be taken.”

Monday came and sickness, as wel)
1s Brown’s stubbornness, kept the party
from moving on. Although Brown
stayed Lhe extra day, there was no sale
of horses and Workman did not appear.
J.B. Grinnell believed Workman
became less brave the closer Brown got
to fowa City. Workman's timidity was
not unusual for pro-slavery officials in
anti-slavery states whe hesitated Lo en-
force the Fugitive Slave Law because of
widespread resentment of it

Brown found time during his visit to
hinger in'Grinnell’s wool-barn where the
two spoke of both forms of the 'wool-
trade’: the raising of sheep and the
sheparding of fugitive slaves to safety
in Canada.

"I am under the law of fate which |
cannol read,” Brown told Grinnel}. |
like a quiet home and children, but
there 1s no rest for me. . | Yes —
wife, boys and all are full of fear, but
they don’t know my mission — it is
direct from God Almighty, and [ am
discharging it

*A Kind of [nsanity’

Grinnell later revealed in his
autobiography that this statement
“gave me the first indication of a kind
of wsanity,”” and he urged Brown to
“‘take rest or your losses and severe
sacrifice of your boys will drive you ta
madness ”

“No,” Brown answered, “The Lattle
1s raging, and [ must fight, much as |
like a home and (to] play with
children ™

Grinnell also recalled everhearing a
conversation belween Brown and one of
his men in which Brown said, “The arti-
cle must be drafted over,” followed by
a long reading and discussion. Grinneil

was later eonvinced that a part of the
Virginia constitution, Brown's plan for
a new state in the territory he con-
quered in the Harper's Ferry attack,
was written in the Grinnell home,
although Grinnell himself claimed to be
ignorant of the Harper's Ferry plot.

On Tuesday, Brown and his party
headed vast. The town turned out to see
Brown off just as it had to welcome
him. Grinnell described his {ast sight of
Brown 'slarting with his company sit-
Ling beside a driver in the van, holding
a mulatto child, raising his hat in the
midst of the cheers of the crowd, wuy, ;,
(rod-bless you, joined in by the
equestrian troupe. thal led and fanked
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When the rain stopped 1 Lavenpo,
U.S. Marshal Laurel Sumners boarded
it with a posse, bul they did not ex-
amine the freight car or catch Brown.

An Underground Railroad agent in
Davenport, anxiously watching the
train, reported: “From a window of the
old Burtis Hotel I was greatly relieved
to hear the train crossing the bridge to
Chicago, where the Negroes landed
safely next morning.”

From Chicago, deteclive Allen
Pinkerton arranged the blacks'
transportation to Detroit where Brown
saw the former slaves turned over (o
the Canadian authorities.

Brown was to remember his stay in
Grinnell with gratitude. He wrote fo
friends in Tabor that his visil to Grin-
nell included the whole party and teams
kept two days without cost and given
food, ciothing, lodging, and donations
up to $26.50,

Within months of his stay in Grinpel],
Brown carried out his attack on the
federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry
Brown, failing to arouse the support he
expected wouald make his effort a sue-
cess, was capltured, tried, and then con-
victed of murder, slave insurrection,
and treason against the state. The
radical abolitionist was executed on
Dec. 2, 1859.

but since he had not been esc::orled by
the marshal, there were ho fees due
him and he had to pay his own fare
home.

Grinnell never regretted his associa-
tion with Brown, whom he described as
a “'martyr-hero” and “one who lived to
elevate the race and dared to die for an
idea .’

The anti-abolistionist press also
remembered Brown and his fatefu] visit
to Iowa, and they labeled Grinnell,
“*John Brown Grinnell.”” The Ottumwa
Mercury of Aug. 16, 1862, urged its
readers to remember thatl John Brown
“died g lraitor to his country" and that
J.B. Grinnell had been a adviser of
Brown's.

The town of Grinnell alse never forgot
the abolitionist from Kansas. Stories of
real underground tunnels which were
used to smuggle slaves persisted,
despite consistenl denials of their truth.
The raom in J.B. Grinnell's home
where BErown slept became know as the
“John Brown Reom'' and the parior
where Brown's men slept and stacked
their arms was called the “Liberty
Room " An old college joke claimed
that J.B. Grinnell “invented the
Republican party and discovered john
Brown ™

Grinnell was well-known during the
Civil War era as a station on the
Underground Railroad. J.B Grinnell,
one of the foremost abohtionists in
lowa, used his wool-barn to hide flecing
slaves, but over the years stories grew
of a tunnel near the Grinnell home andg
a system of tunnels in the ¢ity

J.B. Grinnell admitted, “It is anly the
truth that Grinnell had been a station on
the underground railway. but the
deparlures had been in the night and
the adventures not generally known
Cerlainly the eveal had found ag laca)
publicity, attended with cost if not per-
sonal peril.” Grinnell never mentioned
the existence of any tunneis

J.B. Grinnell's daughter denied there
was a tuanel. H.L. Triplett, 4 friend of
J.B. Grinnell and later owner of the
house, c¢laimed that “J.B  Grinnell
helped slaves to escape, but it was at
night by lending them horses and shipp-
ing therm in box cars.

Another famous legendary tunnet
supposedly originated near the now-
razed Monroe Hotel and ran south (o the
old Almy house on East St One man
claimed to have traveled 75 1o 100 feel
in the Almy House tunnel Mes Alme

Was the Underground

really underground?

was supposed to have said that the tun-
nel was only a cave which her sons ysed
for growing chameleons. In ancther
story, a Grinnell woman remembered
playing inthe “cave as a girl and said
1t was really a cyclone cellar

Although the Almy House was burned
down somie years ago for firemen's
practice, Gran! Gale, a frequent visitor
Lo the Almy house, does nol recall ever
seeing a tunnel. and he doubts that the
stories are true.

There was also a story (hat the
“Spaulding tunnel” vsed by the com-
pany for power Llransmission might
have originated as part of the
Underground Railroad.

There are tunneis in the city which
were used when city businessmen
bought their heal from a central
heating plant which piped steam
underneath the city Those tunnels are
in no way conpecled with the
Uaderground Railroad.

Rose Stoops of the Grinnell Historieal
Museurn sums up the stories well when
she says, I really don't know of any
aulhenlic tunnels that were used for the
Underground Railroad.™”

—————
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