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Lester Charles Baird, 85, of Montezu-
ma. died Saturday, March 6, 2004, at the
Montezuma Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Montezuma,

His funeral service was Tuesday,
March 9, at Warts Funeral Home, Maon-
tezuma, with Cary Van Kampen, Chap-
Jain, Grinnell Regional Hospice, offici-
ating, along with a service by members
of Aztec Lodge No. 238 Knights of
Pythias. Military grave side rites were
performed by members of American
Legion Post No. 169. Interment was al
Jackson Township Cemetery, Montezu-
ma. Watts Funeral Home of Montezuma

~Was in charge of the arrangements.

Casket bearers were Mike Schlessel-
man, Troy Thompson, Eric Criswell,
Brandon Baird, Pete Kieman, Jim Fin-
stad, Brad Hagen and Jason Knuth.

Honorary casket bearers were Keith
Osborn, Joe Current, Eldon Snook,
Mark Ewing, Marvin Ferneau, Marvin
Ramsey and Arlo VanHoever.

Lester was born Feb. 9.
at Montezuma, the son of Chusles
Franklin and Mary Elizabeth (Wright)
Baird. He attended rural schools in
Scott Township and graduated from
Montezuma High Schooi in 1937. He
worked on farms and gas stations be-
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fore his marriage with LaRetta Arlene
Jacobs on March 30, 1941, in Missourt.

Born to this union were seven children.
On April 2, 1941, he was inducted into
the Army. He served in the states and
overseas in the European Theater dur-
ing World War 1I. He was honorably
discharged as a Staff Sergeant on Nov.
13, 1945. He returned to Montezuma
where they raised their family and
farmed until retiring in 1981, They
moved to town and Lester took over
the care of the Montezuma City Park
for the next 16 years, He was a member
of the Blakely-Stevens Post No. 169,
V.EW. Post No. 8876 and the Knights
of Pythias, Aztec Lodge No. 238.

Survivors include his children, Bon-
nie {and Carl) Schlesselman of Deep
River; Shery! (and Terry) Thompson of
Des Moines; Vicki (and Kim} Criswell
of Albia; Charles (and Jan) Baird of Las
Vegas; Kim (and Mando) Hemandez of
Deming. N.M.; Randy Baird of Scotts
Bluff. Neh.: and Carla Baird of Wauke-
sha, Wis.: nine grandchildren; 10 great-
grandchitdren; thiee step-granddaugh-
rers; one siep-great-granddaughter: and
uther relatives and friends,

A memorial in his name has been es-
tablished for Montczuma City Parks.
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