William R. Sopher

William R. Sopher, 89, of Gn:lmell
died Saturday, Jan 4, 2003, at Grinnell

Regional Medical Center of conges-
tive heart failure.

A memonial service will be held at
1:30 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 8, at the
Grinnell First Presbyterian Church.
Burial will be held at a later date.
Memonal contributions may be di-
rected to the Grinnell First Presbyte-
rian Church or Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. Smith Funeral Home in Grnnell
is handling the arrangements.

Survivors include his wife, Cleo of
Grinnell; three daughters, Janice Pe_ak
of Newburg, Kim Greenberg of Grn-
nell, and Vicki Sopher of Chicago;,
three sons, Rene Sopher of Novi, Mich.,

Bruce Sopher of Chapin, S.C, and
Barry Sopher of Metuchen, N.J.
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William R. Sopher
WilliamRitchie Sopher, 89, of Grin-

nell died Jan. 4, 2003, at Grinnell Re-
gional Medical Center of congestive
heart faiture.

A memorial service was held Jan. 8 -
at First Presbyterian Church with the
Rev. Michael Smith, pastor of the
church, and the Rev. Bob Spurgin,
pastor of First Presbyterian Church in
Taylorville, 111, officiating. Organist

" was Sylvia Thorson-Smith and vocal

music was by Ed Phillips. Burial will
be held at a later date. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to First Pres-
byterian Church, Grinnell, or to the

Alz' - wer's Association.
HéwdSbornJune 18, 1913, to Jessie
and Ha 1in Duluth, Minn. As
a yogth he lived in iron River, Mich.:
Peoria, [ll., and Fort Madison. He was:
a 1931 graduate of Roosevelt High
tSt.lcl'nlool itg Des Moines as the center of

¢ iowa State Champion R i
basketball team. b ough Rider

He was married on Dec 6, 1936, i
Lancast 0., to Clio Hunter. D,u]rl}
ing World Il he served with the United
States Marine Corps in Dutch Harbor
Alaska. He was an agent for the Pru—’
dcntllal Insurance Company in Fort
x::]itls.on]f;);gST){lears until his retire-

n . The coupl
Grinnell 1n 1997, - ple moved to

He was a lifelong member of the
Presbyte_n'aq Church and for many
years active in the Masonic Lodge, the
Lee County Historical Society and the
Old Fort Genealogical Society.

He was interested in crossword
puzzles, travel and camping, and was
a volunteer with Hospice, Meals on
GWheels":Lnd RSVP. After moving to

rinnell he wa i
mimne s a volunteer at Caring

He is survived by his wife Cl;
Gnnne‘ll; four daugl{tcrs, Rene So];))hzf
of Novi, Mich., Janis Peak of Newburg
Vicki Sopher of Chicago, 111, and Kin{
Greenberg of Grinnell; two sons, Bruce
Sopher, Chapin, 8.C.,and Barry Sopher
of .Metuchen, N.J, and seven grand-
children. He was preceded in death by
hisparentsand one sister Mary Spurgin.



