Verland J. Beckham
* ‘Verland 7. Beckham, 74, 6f New-
ton, died Monday; Dec; 7, 2009, at his
home in rural Newton ofnatural cauges,
 A'funeral service was held at 1:30
?Q\ pm., Fridaj, Dec. 11, at the Wallace
& Family Funeral Home, with the Rev.
Roger  Russell- officiating. The
Q familygreeted friends at: the - funeral
N homeé'priorto the service. Burial will
be in Wittemberg Cemetery in ruzal
Newton. Memorsials ‘may be made to
the . Wittemberg Cemetery or
Wittemiberg Church and'uray be Teft af
ﬁ the funeral:home T _
-+ ‘He wasborh Jan, 8, 1935,in New-
ton. to. James -and, Dorothy’ Granguist

Béckham. He'lived most-of his'life i -
Newtt')h_and:rural—NeWtqn, buthad atsg
livedin Gtirinell fora couple of years'

+ Hewas mirtied o PatDoakon June
6; 1954, at the First Uniited Methiodist
Church in Newton, Verland graduated
from Newton High Schoolin 1953 and

a“c'tendediDrak'e>=Univers‘ity.=fi---.- e
o Hewas a mdsonty contractor own- --
ing and operating Beckham Masonry;
Ine. from'1964 until he retired jn | 997,
He attended the ‘Witteniberg Church;
Hé'wasd memberofthe Jasper County
Contractors Adsociation; Jasper County
Museumand Genealogical Socicty, He
was. also; o the JasperCounty: Came
etey’y“CQIHﬁﬁ‘Ssi‘on'faiId-‘was'thel‘sle'xtori
of the Wittemberg Cemetery!. .1/~
" ‘He enjoyed restoring antique cars
and took ptidein his liouse, yard; and
shop, Verland also did Zenealogical
work and ziﬁ‘er’he_tetired?-helre_stdred
tombstones at-several ceémeteries
' He is ‘survived By his wife,. pat
Beckham ofNewton; twosans, Robert
Beckham of Baxter and- David
Beckhatn of Newton;. four- grandehil-
- dreiy; one great-grariddau ghtet;hishalf-
brother: Glenn:T, Woody of Newton;
‘his half-sister Tootie Slycord of New-
toni;"and miany nieces and nephews.

~ He was preceded in- death ‘by: his
parents;: half-brother, F ranklin
Beckhiimn; dnd two half-sisters, Eliza-
beth Roberison tind Shirley Dop, -




