Gary Vermeer 58 Pella

Gary J. Vermeet was born ‘on
September 29, 1918, near Pella,
Towa. He was the fist of four sons

Church in Pella. G. Vermeer

Gary, and’ his L
three' brothers: Eliner H “John™ H

aid Harry G., grew up on the fam—
ily farm east of Pella, which is now
_thé Pelia Nusery Compaﬂy He
began his formal educatlon at 'fhie
Plainview Country. Grade Schaol
neat their farmly farm tHome and

was raised in a farrmng commumty ;
Vwrth sttong Dutch roots. Gary .
graduated, from Pefla Public High' " that demons|

School with the Class of: 1935

wagon horst wlnch made it easier
to unload corn. The demand for

this labor-saving device and Gary,s.

ingenuity prompled him to. open
Vermeer Manufactmmg Cempany
In 1950 his brother, Harry Ver-
meer,” joined ‘the company and
became the treasurer. From  that

grown 1o an international organiza-

tion that tanufactures agricultural,
,_onstructlon env1ronmenta1 and.

rndustrral equlpment Perhaps
Gary’s best known ‘maaufacturing

~ contribufion’ is the Vermgeer round
 hay baler, an invention that revolu-
’ tlomzed agnculture in; 1971 It was

one of His many inngvative : ideas

and -industry- -changing products .

that emerged fromi’. his - comimon

' theme, “there : thds to, he 4 better

way” .Gary - -opetated thé company,
formed the pattern of his decision

making and the cornerstone of pre--

sent. and future actions.in a way

.'February 14, 1941, he was “imited” ph

in marriage “with’ Matilda _Van

Gorp, “daughter . of .John“M." and
Mmme Blom Van Gorp, at her p
ent's farni horie east of" Pella. Gary-~

and Matilda - started their” Tives .
togethér with- 120" acrés of land on”’
a farm, grven by his- pafents On=

thrs Jand in 1953, they buili 4 new,

?fnodest ] ome whre’h remamed then'_ i

home throughout theit married life-

time. To this pnion three children

were -born: :Stanley Iames Rebert
Lee and Mary Ann. .
In:1948,- Gary and h.lS ¢
Ralph Yerméer,, started in bui
. _to_gether five’ yea.rs after mventmg

Aict that lastS' aﬂd Pr 1t 'manﬁt

Product, if: there is. a need for
something you build it with-a. prod—

pany 1n_clude )

small operatmn “the’ comnpany’ has

experierice and share il the profits, =

stump‘,_ uttcrs,__'_'
‘trenchers, tree spades, horizontal © -
-fdnectlonai drrlls and many- other_'




