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“Ben Crawford, 63, of Grinnell died
Agpril 3, 2011; at the V.A, Hospital in
Des Moines.- o

Funeral services wereheld We dnes-
day, April 6, at the Grinnell Christian

Church, with Pastor Ted Wieland of -

the Church. of Christ in Scottsbluff,
Neb., officiaiing, Pallbearers were Matt
Bennett, Bill and Richard Crawford,
Larty and Russ Lincoln, and Andy
Phipps. Honorary bearers were Marty
Barke, Daniel Bennett, Rod Boggess,
Dave Dayton, Wayne DeKoning, Rich
Humphrey, Ed Pegg, Glen Pollert, Jim
Puls, Sam Reaves, and Pat White.
‘Burial was in Hazelwood Cemefery in
Grinnell: ] -
 Visitation was Tuesday at the Smith
Funeral: Home in Grinnell with the
farnily present inthe Tuesday gvening.
" Memorial contributions may be di-
rected to the Ben Crawford Memorial
Fand. , .
Ben wai born August 20, 1947, in
Grinnell, the son of Richard and Carol
Pierce Crawford. He was raised in
Grinnell and was a 1965 graduate of
Grinnell High School. He was a vet-
eran of the United States Navy and
served two tours of duty inVietNam as
a Seabee. '

.4

_On Sept. 29, 1968, Ben was wuted
in marriage with Marla Martin and 10
this union three children were bort:
Carrie, Cristina, and Clint. The couple
made their home in Grinnell audi_e;r;

¢ employed for yarious compant
ggfore tgkigg over Crawfqrd Tree Ser-
vice in 1986. - e
Hispassions includgdhunppg? goO
ot thatikeépt A'e:\?'eﬁéﬁei_ﬁlﬁhgf,ﬁng,
ljiﬂ‘,fgi%mtriﬂlésj’-'(’}éspef 4tid bluefirass
music, and his Harley 2’1.11(1 the motor-
cycle trips. Some of his p;ojects n-
cluded teaching himself t0 play the
guitar and other rousical instroments,

tuming their house into a beautiful

home; and building: dulcimers; radio-

conrolled airplanes, and-even a full-
size choppef mot]cl)rcycle. He was a
of strong faith. - :
magﬁIVivorsgmqlude,his wife, Marla
of -Grinnell; his ~mother; _Qarol 9f
Grigmell; threechildren, Carrie Martm-
of Grinnell;- Cristing DeKonng. of
Grinnell, and Clint Cr?,wford of
Eldridge, sevei grandchildren; one

brothet; Richard Crawford: of Sioux |

City; many aunts, uncles, cousing, and
a multitede of friends.
He was preceded in death by his
father, Dick and oneé granddaughter,
Evelyn Grace DeKoning. :
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Ben Crawford, 63
Ben Crawford, 63, of Grinnell, passed §
from this life on April 3, 2011, at the
V.A. Hospital in Des Moines.
Funeral services were held at
2 pm., ‘Wednesday, April 6, at the
Grinnell Christian Church, with
© Pastor Ted Wieland of the Church of
Christ in Seottsbluff, Neb., officiating.
© Palibearets were -Matt Bennett, Bill
' and Richard Crawford; Larry and Russ
‘- Lincoln, and Andy Phipps. Honorary
bearers . were, Marty 'Barke, Daniel

. Bennett, Rod Boggess,-Dave Dayton, Wayrie ‘DegKoning,
Rich Humphrey, Ed-Pegg, Glen Pollert, Jim Piils; Sam
Reaves, and Pat White: Burial was in Hazelwood Cemetery
in Grinnell. : o

Memorial contributions may be directed to the Ben
Crawford Memorial Fund.
~ Ben was born Aug. 20, 1947, in Grinnell, the son of
Richard and Carol Pierce Crawford. He was raised in
Grinnell and was a 1965 graduate of Grinnell High School.
He was a veteran of the United States Navy and served two
tours of duty in Viet Nam as a Seabee. '

On Sept. 29, 1968, Ben married the love of his life,
Marla Martin. To this uniop, three children were born,
Carrie, Cristing, and Clint, The couple made their home
in Grinnell and he wag employed for various companies
. before taking over Crawford Tree Service in 1986.

Ben lived life to the fullest-and some of his passions

were hunting, having a bank of good -jokes, that kept
everyone laughing, magic ftricks, ‘gospel and bluegrass
music, and. his Harley and the motoreycle trips he and
Marla took whenever they could get away. He was good at
eveiylthing he did, putting his heart into. everything. Some-
of his projects included teaching himself to play the guitar
and other musical instruments, and turning their house
into a beautiful home where everyone felt welcomed. He
enjoyed building dulcimers, radio-controlled airplanes,
and even a full-size chopper motoreycle, ’

* Ben. was a man -of strong faith. As his health issues
worsened, his Christian witness strengthened and he
proclaimed God’s love and grace to all he interacted with.
Whenever anyone asked him how he was, Ben would say,
“Just nearly perfect!” . . . and now he is. '

Survivors inciude his wife, Marla, of Grinnell; his
mother, Carol, of Grinnell; three children, Carrie Martin of
Grinnell, Cristina (Blake) DeKoning of Grinnell, and Clint
(Micjhe_lle) Crawford -of Eldridge; seven grandchildren,
Payton'and Kaelin Martin, Bryce, Jatrett. and Drew

" DeKoning, and Ben and Luke ‘Crawford; one brother,

- Richard (Sara) Crawford of Sioux City; many aunts, uncles,

cousing, and a multitude of friends. - _ '

He was preceded in death by his ‘father, Dick;
mother-in-law -and father-in-law, Marguerite and Bill
Martin; and granddaughter, Evelyn Grace DeKoning, -
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