She was bom May 19, 1923, in
DeKalb, Texas, the tenth child of 171
. born to Robert and Laura Shavers in
.the Garland Community outside 'of
DeKalb. She was born a fourth-gen-
eration Texan ina community founded
by freed slaves after the Civil Wap
Both of her parents were the children
of slaves and were each the first in their
families to attend college, and they

" - a e , ’ later taught in the DeKalb arca.
Mlldred ESte“e - Mildred graduated from Texarkana

J P H High School in 1940, then attended -
Shers Klgt _ what is now Huston-Tillotson Univer-

sity in Austin, Texas. There, shie was
an active member of the college’s bas<
ketball team. After interrupting her
college education to work at defense

- plantsinboth Texas and Detroit during
World WarII, she transferred to Wayne
State University’s School of Edica:
tion in Detroit and graduated in 1949

, witha concentration in home econom-
! ics. She then attended Michigan State
University to obtain a second concen-
tration in early childhood education.
She later taught home economics and

; special education in public schools in
T \ Jackson, Mich.; Staten Island and
55, of Bekimore, M. diod Feh. 0, | Horlem, New York Ciy;and Bal
s O ) " P more, Md. Shemairied Dr. e .
2012, at home surrounded by her fam- Kington, whose classmate in medical
ileFI-ﬁ"‘l\i ral ivices wereheldatC school had tr[:l:lmn'iecl one of her sis;ers’,
runerals vere! Gwynn and they settled in Baltimore in 1958.
Oplspited Methodist Chireh fn Bal. She left her teaching career to raise
fumere’on Safurday, Feb.. 23, Servic Vi her five children, but remained deeply
involvedin the community. She helped

yyete.fo continue on DeKaib, ‘exas.d
lieu of flowers, memorials can be made establish and community cemors
_-and summer camps and was very ac-

CHA 398/

in her name to the Robert and Laura
Shavers Scholarship Fund, "FlSkl Tin&: |  tive in political and civic affairs. She
versity, Office of Institutional : was the Founding president ofthe Com.

vancement, Cravath Hall, 1000 lgglé mittee for the Preservation of Orchard
Avye, North, Nashville, Tenn., 37 Street Church, which was part of the
oroweatwﬁskﬁd"/""?”?eg‘v‘"g Underground Railroad and is now
giving; or to the Scholarship Fund home of the Baltimore Urban League.
Memory of Mildred Shavers Kington, For more than 20 years she served on
Wayne State University Development, the board of Garrison Boulevard United
Beecher House, 5475 WOOdWﬂdAve" Methodist Church, a predecessor to
Detroit, Mich., 48202. Gwynn Oak United Methodist Church,

She is survived by her husband;
their five children, Gregory A. Kington
ofLos Altos, Calif.; Gail Kington Lloyd
of Pittsburgh, Penn.; Douglas R.
Kington of Baltimore, MD; Dr.
Raynard S. Kington of Grinnell; and

- Emerson A. Kington of Boston, Mass.;
. five grandchildren; her twin' sister,
Myrtle 8. Downs of Detroit, Mich.;
two other sisters, Genevieve Benton of
DeKalb, Texas, and Mattie Johnson of
Nashville, Tenn.; one brother, Lt. Col. .
(Ret.) Iverson Shavers of DeKalb; and
; numerous other relations.




