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Charles Bet~~~l, 86
Charles Eugene Bethel, 86 of
Grinnell, died Oct. 10, 2912, at the
Mayflower Community Udaith Care
Center in Grinnell.

Charles was born Eec.- 11, 1925, in
Chillicothe, Ohio, the oldest son of
Clinton Dennis Bethel anki Virginia
Ruth McDonald Bethel. He3was raised in the Ohullicothe

• area and was a 1943 graduate of Clarksburg High School.
• He was a veteran of the United States Army serving in

Europe during World War II. -

Following his army service he graduated from Miami
- Jacobs College in Dayton, Ohio where he earned an
accounting degree. He wasemployed by General Motors
in Dayton an’d later A.O. Smith, Jh~c% in Jy,~fl~ Ohio and
California. While in Califoi~nia, Jie mqt a young teacher,

- Esther Ann Jones. . - j 7
On June 19, 1954, they ~ere united ~in marriage in

Grinnell. The ~couple then lived in .Troyf Ohio prior to
moving to Grinnell in 1955.

As a successful entrepreneur,and, broker,
Charlie specialized in ácquirin4~b~~lding and~
operating troubled businesses. In the~)ursu~, -he
wts both vtisionary and optimistic in recogni~ing new
ppportunities. 4

Throughout Charlie’s life, he ivas a %t~ adv,o,~ate of
exercise and fitness. After~
in 1987, he followed a rigid program, of~iut~itipn a’s well
as exercise which he maintained for thVrejt of his life.
He loved playing golf and cards, especially bridge and he
was still actively playing in 3 bridge clubs. l”or 57 years,,
he was a very dedicated member of the United Church of
Christ - Congregational in Grinnell. Charliels family and
friends were the center of his life. The ~Bethel Mission
on 900 - 11th” was legendary and Charlie w~s always the

- genial host, welcoming, hospitable and geflerous.
Survivors include his wife,~,of 58 yeai~ Esther of

- Grinnell; three children, Chuck.(Nanet) B~&th~l.of St~ Paul,
Minnesota, Anne (Eric) Pederson of Grinnell and Susan
Bethel of ~oralville; seven grandchildren, Amy, Chet
and Nick Bethel, and Ally, Christopher, Jordan and Sam
Pederson; and- two sisters, -Virginia Wolfe of Columbus,
Ohio and Nancy (Alford) Horsely of Chillicothe, Ohio.

- He was preceded in death by his parents; one son, John I
Bethel; two brothers, Howard and John; and one sister,
Nellie.

A menjorial service has been scheduled for 10:30 a.m.,
Saturday, October 20, at the United Church of Christ
1congregational in Grinnell. Visitation- wittthe ffliily
present will be ifeld one hour prior tb servige tithe (9:~0 —-

10:30) at the church. . -

Memorial contributions may be directed to the United
Church of Christ - Congregational, Mayflower Community
Health Care Center or to Grinnell Regional Hospice,
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Chhfles ‘Bethel died Wednesday

~ Oci.0~j~ at the Mayflower Corn-4 I muijjj~He&lth Care Center. Services
~ ~ th~e3iOdding at this time.
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