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Helen Opal Cranston, 95

" Helen Opal Cr-
anston, 95, for-
merly of Deep
River, died Satur-
day, May 24, 2008
at the Brooklyn
Community Es-
tate in Brooklyn,

Her funeral ser-

vice will be held
at the United

Church of Deep River on Friday, May

30, beginning at 10:30 a.m, Burial will

be at the Goldenrod Cemetery in Deep

River. ‘

Visitation will be held at the Hol-
land-Coble Funeral Home in Montezu-
ma beginning at 12 noon on Thursday,
May 29, Family will be present fo greet
guests from 6 to 8 p.m. The Holland-
Coble Funeral Home in Montezuma is
in charge of arrangements,

Helen Opal Cransion was born on
Dec. 11, 1913 in Beep River, the daugh-
ter of David C. Johnstén and Vida Mae
MeWilliams. She was a 1931 graduate
of Deep River High School. During her
senior year she was the team captain of
the girls basketball team which placed
third at the Girls Basketball State Cham-
pionships in 1931. On Dec, 12, 1938 in
Kirksville, Mo. Helen was ‘united in

marriage to Burdett Cranston. Helen and -

her husband were blessed with nearly 67
years of marriage before Burdett’s pass-
ing on Aug. 29, 2000.

Helen was not only a homemaker,

but a farm wife and mother of six chijl-

dren, four boys and two girls. She took

14 great grandchildren, one great-great

great pride in raising her children, mak-
ing certain she played an active role in
their lives and teaching them the values
of hard work and integrity. Dudng late
summers while the temperatures wére
at its highest Helen would can hundreds
of quarts of food from her garden or by
dressing chickens. Alf throughout her
life she was active in the First Presby-
terian Church of Deep River which lat-
er became the United Church of Deep
River. Helen was also a l_némber of the
Sunshine Sisters and the Pleasant Ridge
Club. She always enjoyed playing cards
at her friends and nej ghbors, yet any op-
portunity she had to spend time with her
friends and family was very special to
Helen. .

She died Saturday at the Brooklyn
Community Estate jn Brooklyn at the
age of 95 years, five months and 11 |
days. Her family includes her four sons:
Richard (Kymme) Cranston of Phoenix,
Dr. David (Linda) Cranston of Grinnell,
Stephen (Francene) Cranston of Deep
River, Doriald (Betsy) Cranston of Deep
River; two daughters: Beverly Simpson !
of Colorado Springs, Colo. and Karen
Quick of Lineville; 14 grandchiidren,

—_—

grandchild; and a brother, David Mac
Johnston of Pleasanton, Calif, )

Helen was preceded in death by her |
parents, husband Burdett and two sons |
in law, Jay Simpson and Harold Quick.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to the United Church of Deep [
River at PO, Box 130, Deep River, 1A |
52222, .
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Helen 0. Cranston, 95

Helen Opal Cranston, formerly of Deep River, wag born
Dec. 11, 1913, at Deep River and passed away on May 24

“age 94 years, five tnonths and 13 days.
Funeral serviceg were held at the Uniteg Church of
Deep River on Friday, May 30. Burial was at the Gold-

Home was in charge of the arrangements,
Helen ‘Was the daughter of Vida M. McWilliams and
David C, Johnston, She was raised on the home farm

her generation, she devoted her life to raising her family, teaching them valyesg of
hard work ang integrity. She was an avid gardener and canned hundreds of Jars of |

Tavorite foods inclnde her pies and cookies, chlcken~and—noodles, rhubarb pudding, j
fried chicken angd gravy, fried steak and gravy, and homemade jce Cream. She wag
a member of the Sunshl_'ng'Sisters and also the Pleasant Ridge Club; She and Buy-

Colorado Sprin £s, Colo.; Richard (Kymme Ludwig) of Phoenix, Ariz.: Karen Quick
(Harold) of Lineville; Dy, David (Linda Ferguson) Cranston of Grinneli, Stephen;
(Francene Besser) of Deep River: and Donald {Betsy Benincosa) of Deep River.’
She had 14 grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren and ope, great-great-grandchild
and a brother, David Mac Johnston, of Pleasanton, Calif., at the time of her death.
She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, ang w0 sons-in-law, Jay |
Simpson and Harold Quick. She was a loving and devoted mother and grandmother !
who long will be missed, ‘ ?

In lieu (éf flowers, memorialg may be made to the United Church of Deep River,
at PO Box 130, Deep River, 1A 52227,

Editor’s Note: The preceding obituary is being re-run perthe Jamily’s request.
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.+ ‘Helen Opat Cranston, formerly
-of Decp River, was born Décenber
11, 1913, at Deep River, TA and

- “passed‘away on May 24, 2008, at

“the Brooklyr Community Estates in

“Bgoklyn, at abe 94 years;S moithy

“be'Higld af the United Church’6f

~ at 10:30 am. Burial will be at the
Goldenrod Cemetery in Deep River.
Visitation will be held at the Hol-

teziim, begiining at 12:00 p.m. on
Thursday, withthe family being’

Teu of flowets; et
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Church of Deep Rivet, at PO Béx
130, Deep River; IA 52222, Hol-
land-Coble Funeral Home iz in

Helen'was the daughter of Vida
M. McWilliams and Da

Jolinston.-She

Fl

ot farm Hsrihvicst of Desp Rives

. ‘on the home. farm. ‘She attended
country school and then graduvated.
- from Deep River High School in

18 {days  Finefal séivices will
- DeepRiveron¥Friday, May 30,2008

‘land:Coble Funeral Home in Mon- .

' -ptgi%gmt to greet guests from 6:00 1o
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# Hali may B’ tade- to th Uriited-

_ charge of the amangements, . ..

+", Pleasanton; C

and spent over 80 of her years living -

" Deep River gitls’ state baskefball

tearn, the first team from Poweshiek
County to go to the state tourna-

ment. On December 28, 1933, she |

married high school classmate,

E Burdeit Cranston, in Kirksville, MO,

" They were blessed with nearly 67

passing August 29, 2000. .
Helenwasnotonlyahomemaker,

- but a farm wife, and like most farm
wives: of her generation, she de-
voted her life to raising her family,

teaching thém valugs of hard werk: -
and intégrity. She was an avid gar~

dener and canmed hundreds of jirs
of fruits and vegetables each yearto
provide for her family, She dressed
"a hundred or more ghickens each

. yeats of marriage, before Burdatt’s |

* sumimier. She was a rénipwned cook, :

Some of her fainily’s favorite foods

., Include her pies and cookies,
chicken-and-noodies, thubarb pud-- .

ding, fried chicken and gravy, fried
stéak and gravy, and home-made

ice cream, She was'a member ofthe -

Stunshine Sisterd snd also the Pleas-
.ant Ridge club. ‘She and Burdett

.. enidyed sacializing: and aitonding:
card .partes: Thioughout her life - |

i
she Was aii’ active member of the’
Deep. River. Presbyierian Church,
later the United Church of Deep
River, until her health failed her,

. Helen’sfanily includes foursons

{Jay) of Colorado Springs; Richard:
(Kymme Ludwig).of Phoenix, -AZ;
Karen Quick (Harold) of Lineville,

- DegpRiver, She had fourteen grand-

drenand ong gréat-great-grandchild

" and 3 brother.Dayid Mac Johnston.
at/the time ofher.- |.

death; Stiewdspr i _
her parents, her husband, and:iwo
sons-in-law, Jay'-Simpson angd
Harold Quick. She wasalovingand |-
devoted mothier and grandmother

&nd twodaughters: Beveily Simpson -

IAGDR DA% (Tinda- Permison) . |
Crafiston - of- Gfinnell,  Stephen |-
(Francene Besser) of Deep River: - |
and Donald (Bétsy Benicosa) of -

children, fourteen' great-grandchil-

1931. She was captain of the 1931
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who long will be missed. )




