
Helen Opal Cr
anston, 95, for
merly of Deep
River, died Satur
day, May 24,2008
at the Brookjyn
Community Es
tate in Brooklyn.

Her funeral ser
vice will be held
at the United

Church Of DeepRiver on Friday, May
30, beginning at 10:30 a.m. Burial will
be at the Goldenrod Cemetery in Deep
River.

Visitation will be held at the Hol
land-Coble Funeral Home in Montezu
ma beginning at 12 noon on Thursday,
May 29. Family will be present to greet
guests from 6 to 8 p.m. The Holland
Coble Funeral Home in Montezuma is
in charge of arrangements.

Helen Opal Cranston was born on
Dec. 11, 1913 in Deep River, the daugh
ter of David C. Johnston and ‘[ida Mae
McWilliams She was a 1931 graduate
of Deep River High School. During her
senior year she was the team captain of
the girls basketball team which placed
third at the Girls Basketball State Cham
pionships in 1931. On Dec. 12, 1938 in
Kirksville, Mo. Helen was -united in
marriage to Burdett Cranston. Helen and
her husband were blessed with nearly 67
years of marriage before Burdett’s pass
ing on Aug. 29, 2000.

Helen was not only a homemalcer
but a farm wife and mother of six chil
dren, four boys and two girls. She took

great pride in raising her children, mak
ing certain she played an active role in
their lives and teaching them the values
of hard work and integrity. During late
summers while the temperatures were
at its highest Helen would can hundreds
of quarts of food from her garden or by
dressing chickens. MI throughout her
life she was active in the First Presby
terian Church of Dee’p River which lat
er became the United Church of Deep
River. Helen was also a member pf the
Sunshine Sisters and the Pleasant Ridge
Club. She always enjoyed playing cards
at her friends and neighbors, yet any op
portunity she had to spend time with her
friends and family was very special to
Helen. -

She died Saturday at the Brooklyn
Community Estate in Brooklyn at the
age of 95 years, five months and 11
days. ~er family includes her four sons:
Richard (Kymme) Cranston of Phoenix,
Dr. David (Linda) Cranston of Grinnell,
Stephen (Francene) Cranston of Deep
River, Dothld (Betsy) Cranston of Deep
River; two daughters: Beverly Simpson
of ColoradO Springs, Cob, and Karen
Quick of Lineville; 14 grandchjIdre~
14 great grandchjldr~~ one great-great
grandchild; and a brother, David Mac
Johnston of Pleasanton, Calif.

Helen was preceded in death by hçr
parents; husband Burdett and two sons
in law, Jay Simpson and Harold Quick.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to the United Church of Deep
River at P.O. Box 130, Deep River, IA
52222.

- Helen Opal Cranston,95
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Helen 0. Cranston, 95
Helen Opal Cranston, formerty of Deep River, was born

Dec. 11, 1913, atDeep River and passed away on May 24,
2008, at the Brooklyn Community Estates in Brooklyn, at
age 94 years, five months and 13 days.

Funeral services were held at the United Church of
Deep River on Friday, May 30. Burial was at the Gold
enrod Cemete~ in Deep River. HollapdcobJe Funeral
Home was in charge of the arrangements

Helen was the daughter of Vida M. Mcwjljiams and
David C. Johnston. She was raised on the home farm
northwest of Deep River, and spent over 80 of her years
living on the home farm. She attended country school and
then graduated from Deep River High School in 1931. She
was captain of the 1931 Deep River girls’ state basketball team, the first team from
Poweshiek County to go to the state tournament. On Dec. 28, 1933, she married
high school classmate, Burdett Cranston, iri Kirksville, Mo. They were blessed with~
nearly 67 years of ma~age, before Burdett’s passing Aug. 29, 2000.

i~4~ Helen was not only a homemg~~ but a farm wife, and like most farm wives of
~ her generati~~ she devoted her life to raising her family, teaching them values of:
~ hard work and integH~. She was an avid gardener and canned hundreds of jars of

~its and vegetables each year to provide for her family. She dressed a hundred
or more chickens each summer She was a renowned cook. Some of her family’s
favorite foods include her pies and cookies, chickenandnoodles rhubarb pudding,
fried chicken and gravy, fried steak and gravy, and homemade ice cream. She was
a member of the Sunshine Sisters and also the Pleasant Ridge Club; She and Bur
dett enjoyed socializing and attending card parties. -Throughout her life she Was an
active member of the Deep River Presbyterihn Church, later the United Church of
Deep River, until her health failed her.

• Helen’s family includes four sons and two daughters: Beverly Simpson (Jay) of
Colorado Springs, Cob.; Richard (Kymme Ludwig) of Phoenix, Ariz.; Karen Quick
(Harold) of Lineville; Dr. David (Linda Ferguson) Cranston of Grinnebi Stephen1
~rancene Besser) of Deep River; and Donald (Betsy Benincosa) of Deep River.
She had 14 grandchii~~~~ ~~and one.~
and a brother, David Mac Johnston, of Pleasanton, Calif., at the time of her death.
She was preceded in death by her parents her husband, and two sons-thiaw, Jay
Simpson and Harold Quick. She was a loving and devoted mother and grandmo~~~
who long will be missed.

In lieu c≠flowers, mexhoriais may be made to the United Church of Deep Rivei
at P0 Box 130, Deep River, IA 52222.

Editor’s Note: The preceding obitt,a~ is being re-ruin per the family ~ request



-l

Deep River &t1~’ state, basketball
team, the first team frml’oweslfiek
County to go to the ~tute tourna
meni~ On Deëember 28,. 1933, she
married high school classmate,
Burden Cranston, iaKfrksvjlle,MQ.
They were blessed with nearly’67
years ofmairiage, before,Burdett’s
passing August29, 2000.

Helenwasflotofflyabom~ak~
but a l~rm wife,.aud like ufost than
wives’ of her gen’eratioii, she dc-
voted 1* life to raising her family,
teaching them veh~es ofhard work
and integrity. She was an &vid.gar
den&r and canned hundreds ofjárs
offrtiits and *getables ea~h)iearto
provide for her family. She diessed

‘a hundred or thorn ~ckens each

summer She was a renpwned cookHelen Opal Some ofher family’s favorite foods
-‘ . .1k ~ -. -. include her pies and cookies,
tans tOn’ ‘ . chicken-and-noodles, rhubarbpud-•.
‘HelehOpal Cranston, formerly ding, fried chicke’n ànd•g~avy, fried

ofDeep River; was koth December stdak and gravy3 and horne-mad~
11, 1913, at Dee], Ri*r, IA and~

-‘passed’away on’Mdy 24; 2008, at Si shhiwSistera’axfd also the Ness-
the BrooklynComniumty Estatesm ant Ridge club She and Burdett
Brooklyn, at a,$~ 94yea~s, 5 months enjQ3r~d ~ciaIizmg and attending
andt’E3 dayk Funefal services’will c~d parties Throughout her life
be held at the United Church of she Was an active member of the

• DcepRivêron.Frida~,,May3p,~oog’ Deep:’Rivet Presbytetian Church,
at 10:30 fli. Burial will be at the later the United Church of Deep
Goldenrod CemeteryinDeeppjver, River, until her health. ~iIed her.
Visitation will be ‘held ‘at,the Hot- ‘Helen’s Thin it chides fouràons
‘lanchCoble Funeral Home in Mon- ándtwodaughwis: Beverly Simpson
tCziim’a, beginning~at 12:00 p.m. on (Jay) of Colorado Springs; Richard
Thursday, with the tinily being (Kynmie.Ludwig).ofphoenix ~Z;
‘presthit toflt guests from 6:00 to Ka~paQuic~k(flarojd) çfLineville,
8 0~)p’in, In hen of±lowers,memo- 1&\Dr D.atid (Li~da, Ferguson)

fflé~fläd&t&the ‘United’:’ . Cfilfistoa. of Ghflithllv Stépkeh•
church of Dèép River, at’ P0 Rex (Fratoene Besser) of Deep River;
130, Deep River-; IA’ 52222. ITol- and Donald (Betsy Benicosa) of
laud-Coble Funeral Home is in Deep River. Shebadibutteengrand.
charge of the arrangements children, fourteen’great-gn4c~j~

Helen was the daughter of V-ida dren and on~ great-great-grandchild
N McWilliams and, David’ C and a brother.DavidMac Johnston
‘3oJmEton,~She was ~raisçd: cii ,the’ , Pleasanton,’CA, attI~e time of-her’
‘flaMe n&J*e~om~ej,l~j< .deith;Shewdslsrece’dadi~ideatftby’.
and spent over 80 ofheryean living her parents, her ‘husband, and two
on the home. nm :She attended sons-in-law, Jay ‘Simpson and:
country school and thu graduated. Harold Quick. Shewas aioving and
from Deep River High School ih devoted mother and grandmother
1931. She was’captain of the’ 1931 who long will be missed:


