
Lt. C0L Dale E. Jackson, 84
L~• Col.~Dale E. Jackson, USA~’ (Ret),84, of’S~ City, Ariz., passed away
on Nov. 16~,2O12 &n Peoria, Ariz. Funeral
services ç~r~e held Nov. 21, at Sunland
Memori~ark~ Sun City, Ariz., with
Pastoi~ Scott Williamson presiding. Luke

ç~ AFB performed the Militayy Funeral
s..Honors. I
‘0 Dale Ethan Jacksoã was born April
~t 12, 1928 in Eaton, son of Ethan Herbert
/ and Mabel Thankful Way) Jackson. He spent his childhood
~. in Grinnell, and graduated from Grinnell High School. He

married Della Lightfoot on June 4, 1948.
(~ Dale is survivethby hi%eloved wife of 64 years; three
~‘ children, Liii~da (Honfer) Creager, St. Lawrence, S.D.,

Dale Ethan Jack~on JrJ O’Npill Neb., and Judy (Richard)
~ Gates, Peoriq, Ariz.; five grandchildren, Ten (Dan)

Kelley, Midlafld). Texas, Ethan (Sara) Jackson, Gordon,
~_ Ne~., Jas9WMandy)AWkSon, Fort Bragg, N.C., Derrick i

?ack’sdn~or.folkN~b., and Cody Gates, Peoria, Ariz; two
gfeat-grandchildren, Samantha Kelley and Alexandra
Kellóy,- Midland, Texas; and two great-grandchildren
“on the v~ay.” He is also survived by many nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters,
Wanda (Gerald) Read, and Aubrey (Floyd) Nally; one niece,
Rhondä (Tiñi) Hoien; Meagan çsmith), wife of nephew,
Loren Read; and one grandson, Daniel Jacksori.

Dale led a remarkable life, a humble and honorable
man iii eve~’y’ step ~of his journey. As a young~boy in Iowa,
he saw,his first airplane fly overhead and it wa~ to become.
his lifelong passion. lie w9yked to earn enough money for
flying lessons at md1~y odd jobs including work at theaters
and the local to~i~taxi. Once he turned 18, he enlisted in
the U.S. Ar’my AiECorp, his first career. It was during his
initial training á,~arksdalp4AFB in Louisiana, that he met
his’beautiMl wifjI$~ella. Courtship involved travel on a
boat, traiflhd b,us each time’jüst to see, her. They would
begin their ifiarried life in’ South Dakota at Ellsworth
AFB. As his military career developed, they would have
the opportunity~~o move andlive in many places.

Dale peWormeçmany duties in the Air Forç,e inc’uding
tQrnado chasii( and weather tracking in Bermuda,
deploymeht~jtaos, Thaila≠ and yietn’am, and in the
Pentagonpn.,~hoint Chief of Staff. Dalei~etired from the
Air~28½ years of service. Re flew many
pl~nes,~%ome fa~the first flights. Some of his favorites
Laor~dhe’~Peacemaker (B-36), the Flying Foftr~’ss
~(B-5a) and the Gooney Bird (B-4Th
Hejoyq~~y trips to the Pima.Air Museum in Tucson
~~ein aii~treminisce.
~began 1973, in Sioux Falls, S.D., for
BusifiW.~Aviation at Joe Foss Field. He was an instructor,
P~it als~jjadJ~~J~j’vilege of transporting state officials and
bu&in~s~~~cutives on both businçss and pleasure trips.

day’to day fi~ing~joys, he worked with
~pcal bospitàl~ in designii~g and beginning the first air
E~bula~~ce twith a focus on~ neonatal and critical
~iatftrffi&cases..The service ‘expanded ai$”still. works

in need of high risk nt&lical

‘*~isti~d~r’eer, i~88, w~s as a simulator instructor for
EJjghafety’Int~rn~tional, in Wiphita JCan. He~worked’tt
Fligh~SiP~ty for,19’years. He lovedmeet$ng a~xd teaching
pil~6t*tiWtfe praatices for flight: He wanted every student
to have success. He received letters from’ students from
around the globe thanking hiM for his kind manner and
patience. He never s4ared thes~e, though we discove;ed he
ha4 kept4hem in hir’Stball desk at homet Night or day, he
was ready fo.go to iork. He loved to flyl -

Dalelfid Della had three children;’l4nda Lou, born
inRa~~j~y, ~~Ethan ~orn jn Bermuda, and Judy
Lynn, born at Ellswórth~~’B. He took great pleasure in
~eing0~ath&id~grandfaShsjiR&2zldw~ end ess Un a
adventures?~ ove ~,o laugh
as well. At every family gatl1~flng there was a fair amount
of teasing, laughter, card playing and a guaranteed trip to
see an airplane.

Throughout his life, he demonstrated love for his family,
his flying and his country. But his greatest love was for
the Lord. AH~eattended, as well as taught, Bible Study
.Fellowshili for many years and was active in his local
church. He lived as a man of integrity and great faith.
Those who~’met him met a friend and man of his word.
We have beeh blessed beyond measure. While he will be
deeply missed, we rejoice in the knowledge that he stands
eternaliygij~heaven~ free from this life’s pain and we are
eonfid~t~ha’Poiie day we,will see him again.

“God arms me with strength, and He makes my way
perfect.~~~l8:32.’ ~.

Lt. Col. Dale B. Jackson, USA!
(Retired), 84, of Sun City, Ariz., and
~fonnerfy of Grinhell, died Nov. 16,
2012, inPeoria,Arirz.

He was born April 12, 1928, and
graduated from Grinnell High School
with the Class of 1946. As a youth
iii Iowa, he saw his first airplane fly
o~erhead and flying became a lifelong
pasØon. He enlisted in the U.S. Army
AirCorpwhenheturned 18,andmet
Della’Lightfoot during his initial train
ing’at Barksdále AFB in Louisiana.
They began married life together in
South Dakota at Ellsworth AFB.

Dale perforthed many duties in the
Air Ffrce including tornado-chasing
and weather-tracking in Bermuda,
de~lo~’ments to Laos, Thailand and
Vietnhm, and in the Pentagon on the
Joint Chiefs ofStaff Dale retired from
the’Air Force in 1974 after 28-1/2
years ofservice. Heflewmany planes,
some for their first flights. Some of
his favorites included the Peacemaker
~-S6),tlje Flying Fortress (B-I-i), the
Stfat’ofortress (B-52) and the Gooney
Bird (C-47). He enjoyed many trips to
the Pima Air Museum in Ttcson to see
them andreminisee.

His second career began in Sioux
Falls ‘for an aviation business at Joe
Foss field. ‘13e was an instructor, and
also’ transpofted state officials and
business executives on both business
and pleasur~ trips. flc worked with a
local hospital to design and implement
the first air ambulance service with a I
f3àds 6n neohatal and critical maternity

~L~snat
ilfiléSdiof hi~h-i1skth’i~Uieitl cM’ê.
PHi~!tthifd cateer “waslflt siniblator
Inst1~fiEtorfdr Plight Safety Jnterna
~io%a1ipreviorkedatFlightSafety for 19
yeafstHe loved meeting and teaching
pil’ots;in safe ‘practices fot flight I-Xe
wanted every student to have suecess j
fle received letters from students from
arowuicthe globe thankjng him for his
kind,gznanfler.and patience.

~He toot great pleasure in being
a ~fathet and grandfather, providing
endless fin and adventures. He was a
gteat story-;eller and loved to laugh.
‘At every family gathering there was a
fur dmount of teasing, laughter, card
j,laying—andaguaranteedtiipto see an
ai~’iane:He aftelided as well as taught
Biblç Study ‘Fellowship for many years
and was active in his local church.

He is survived by his wife of 64
yeai% Della Jackson; children Dale
3ae~on’Jt, Linda Creager and Judy
Gates; five grandchildren; two great
gtandchildren — and two more ‘on the


