
Mary Elizabeth ‘Bess’ Draegert

FuneraLsen~ces are sched
uled for 16:00 p.m. Friday,
October 11, at the Smith Fu
nerd Home in Grinnell with
Pastors John Epperson, Har
ley Schull and Ian Draegert
and family friend Jeff Scott
officiating. Honorary bearers
are all ‘of Be~s’ friends.

Visitation wfrh the family
pre~ept w~ill be held one hour
prior,ço the service at the fu
neral home. -

Burial kill be held at a later date.
M~mori~l contributions may be directed to the Bess Draegert Me-

modal Fund.
Bess was born August 19, 1937, in Marshalitown, the daughter of

Russell Eugene and Floreene Swearingen Innis. She was raised in Mar
shailtown and~attended school there.

On, February 29, 1956, she was united in marriage with Donald
Alton Draegert in Hannibal, Missouri. The coup’e lived in Marshall

‘t town; Cannon City, Colorado where they ran a meat locker for several
‘years; and then moved to Maxwell, Iowa in 1971. She later moved to
Grinnell in 1987 and was employed as a night auditor at the Days Inn
‘for 17 years.

~Sh€~was a member of the Church of the Nazarene and Christian
“Ohurch in Grinnell and the Ladies Bible Study with Jan Epperson.

Bésb loved spending time with her family and being with people.
She was very giving and generous to family a4d friends; and was always
~w1lling to extend a helping hand to any animal or person. She was an
&‘erall Humanitarian. She enjoyed reading, sewing, flowers and run
ning her dogs, two at a time. She also enjoyed volunteering to clean her

‘cJ~iurch, cooking and camping.
,Survivors include two children, Ian (Jamie) Draegert of Des Moines

and Tanya (Donnie) Ellis of Grinnell; t’~vo brothers, Bobby Innis of
qrinnell and Kenneth (Vicki) ini~is of Harlock, North Carolina; two
sis!ers, Ruth (Steve) Kirby of Newburg and Doretta Costello of Tean
~ck, New Jersey; two grandchildren~ Jackie Means of Madrid and Jar
~en ~raegert of Grinnell; and a number of nieces, nephews and cous
ins. She was preceded in death by her parents, Russell and Floreene;
her husband, Donald; two brothers, Buddy and Billy; and one sister,
Hazel Draegert ≤,c/~’ /c~ -/D~J3

Mary Elizabeth Umegert, 76
~j~ary Elizabeth “Bess” Draegert, 76,
.LVlof Grinnell, died Oct. 7, 2013, at
her home.

Funeral services were held at 6p.m.,
i Friday, Oct 11, at the Smith Funeral

s~ Home in Grinnell with Pastors John
“ Epperson, Harley Schull and Jan

Draegert and family friend Jeff Scott
~ officiating. Honorary bearers are all of
~. Bess’ friends.
~ Burial will be held at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be directed to the Bess
Ds~J~4em9ri!l Fund.

~SAess iva~ boj~n Aug. 19, 1937, in Marshalltown, the
tU~fiTh~$f~ ~tØ~1~~rugene and Floreene Swearingen
Ithiis. She was’ráise’din Marshalltown and attended school
there.
~29, 1956,~lke was dnited in marriage with Donald
~Mo. The couple lived in
~Ei~MI~wn’ ~3thfno~Jity, Cob., where they ran a meat
~ s )I~,ilb’~rs, and, th~n moved to Maxwell in
Jgl~h~terhiov4~tiGrffinefl in~1987 and was employed
~3~a$~~uditor atØ~ Days Inn for 17 years.
WSlf~ was, a memberiof the Church of the Nazarene and
‘Vj~11 ti≥~Church in~ and the Ladies Bible Study

Epperson.
j~~B8~s loved spending time with her family and being with
~~ople. She was very giving and generous to family and
~1friends; and was always willing to extend a helping hand

to any animal or person. She was an overall Humanitarian.
She enjoyed reading, sewing, flowers and running her
dogs, two at a time. She also enjoyed volunteering to clean
her chu;ch, cooking and camping.

Suçu~iyors include two childfen, Ian (Jamie) Draegert
of Des~Moines and Tanya (Donqie) Ellis of Grinnell; two
brothers, Bobby Innis of Grinnell and Ke~ineth (Vicki) Innis
of Har,~4,ck, NC.; two sisters Rutl{~(Steve) Kirby ôfNewburg
and ‘pgr?,etta Costello of Teaneck”N.J.; two grandchildren,
Jackie Means of Madrid and Jarren Oraegert of Gr~nnell;
and a number of nieces, nephews,aifd cousins:

She was preceded in death by, heVparents, Russell and
Floreené; hp husband, Donald; two brothers, Buddy and
Billy; and o’he sister, Hazel Dra’egert.

M~ry Elizabeth “Bess”
~Praege~t, ~, 76, of c.rinnell
died Oçtqber 7, 2,013, at her
home.


