
Obituaries .

‘EUGENE JORJYA14 ~1ERCK
Eugene Merck, 90 of Montezuma pass~d away

Friday, October 25, 2013, at the Methodi~t West
Hospital iirWest, Des Moines. Funeral sei$ces

were Thesday, October
2?, 201134át the United

1Me~ljodist Churqh in
Montezuma. Burial was
in theJa9l~son Township
Cemetery in Montezu
ma. In lieu ~of ‘flowers,
memorial con~tribqtions
may b€~m~’ to Heifer
International, Mont
eiuma Food Pantry or
the UIII3c4 Methqdist

I ~i~.ffchcAFrien~ds thay
5ig%4~i~%’o14~fl~ ~)j~:

book at 4’w~:hol1ahdcobte~un~a1homqs,.corn.
~ôlland-Coble Funeral Home öf*~öritez~una i~1~
charge oç~a~pgeme,nts. I

Eug~nèiJ’ordan Merck, the sdfitflR’axmondcax~d
Dorothy~~~Ordan) Merck, was~ni,dff l~1$y,~mbif~
13, 1922, near Keswick. He was a 1940 gratluate
ofDeep River High School. On February 23,A 1946,
Eugene was united in marriage to Ellen Rank in
Deep River. To this union three children were
born, Rebecca, Lynn and JoAnn. After gradti~t
ing from high school, Dwaine Gooding joined the
family. Eugene began farming in the Deep River
area and Iowa County before purchasing a’ ‘farm
near Montezuma in 1960, where he farmed for 31
years, retiring in 1991. Eugene was very innovative
and enjoyed trying new techniques .when it came
to farming. Over the years,’Eqgepe raisea several
head of cattle and lM~DHCdnj67ed fraveliilg~ With
family and fri&hds, fishing, playiifg cards and ~tte
iting his old Mends at the nursing home. He was
an avid reader and a Chicago Cubs and Bulls fan.
After retirement;Eugene took up golf, and he was
very proud of his hole in one on number seven at
Prairie Knolls ii~N~çwas~rnketof

• the Mo,ntezumh!Jfl~~2~t~hhZØl*
he taught Sundfty~dfi~j,~]~ ~f~jpiea~ the
Midway Grangt th~ auñda7~i~ht’Pqpcomtrotfp,
and he served on the first organized Sbl~ool Boara
at Tri-County.

His memory is honored by his wife, Ellen Merck
of Montezuma; his four children, Dwaine (Vonda)
Gooding of West Burlington; Rebecca (David)
Schlesselman of Brooklyn, Lynn (Dönn~~~Merck
of Kalona an~ JoAnn (Steve) Wiley of New. Sha
ron; his seven grandchildren, Erik (Beth) Good
ing of Moorehead, Minn., Ray Schiesselman of
Brooklyn, Kathy (Henning) Bilgrav of Denmark,
Jeannie (Christian) Zulauf of Keota, Elonda (Terry)
Van Maanen of Sully, Missi (Clint) ~pçgg~qp pf
1ndianola?hada’ae~ofeBiiWion4Eahe1i’eb

eecôrd *

THURSDAY, OCTOBER•~13
: ?cc~.: .[o9~:~o/3
Eugene Merck, 90

-- ugene Merck,, 90, of Montezuma,
passed away Friday, Oct. ~ 2013,

at the Methodist West Hospital in
West Des Moines. Funeral services
were held at 10 a.m., Tuesda3, Oct.
29, at the United Methodist Church
in Montezuma. Burial was held in
the Jackson Township Cemetery
in Montezuma. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made

i to Heifer International, Montezuma Food Pai
United Methodist Church. Friends may sign~
guestbook a~, www.hoflandëoblefuner~ll, --

Holland-Coble Funeral Home of Montezuma is in charge
of arrangements. -

Eugene Jordan Merck, the son of Raymond and
(Jordan) Merck,was born on Nov. 13, 1922, near Keswiok.
He was a 1940 graduate of Deep River High School. ~ön
Feb. 23, 1946, Eugene was united in marriage to Ellep
Rank in Deep River. To this union three children
born, Rebecca, Lynn and JoAnn. After graduating froth
high school, Dwaine Gooding joined the family. Euge~
began farming in the Deep River area and Iowa counttr
before purchasing a farm near Montezuma in 1960;’where
he farmed for 31 years, retiring in 1991. Eugene wasivery
innovative and enjoyed trying new techniques when it,
came to farming. Over the years, Eugene raised several
head of cattle and hogs. He enjoyed traveling; with family
and friends, fishing, playing cards and. visiting hi~ old
friends at the nursing home. He was an avid reader and a
Chicago Cubs and Bulls fan. After retirement, Eugene took
up golf and he was very proud ofhis hole in one on number
seven at Prairie Knolls in New Sharon. He was a member of
the Montezuma United Methodist Church where he taught

I Sunday School)-the Farm Bureau, the Midway Grange, the
Sunday Night Popcorn Group and he served on the first

i organized school board at Tn-County.
His memory is honored by his wife, Ellen Merck of

Montezuma; his four children, Dwaine (Vonda) Gooding
of West Burlington, Rebecca (Dayid) Schlesselman of
Brooklyn, Lynn (Donna) Merck of Kalona, and .JoAnn
(Steve) Wiley of New Sharon; his seven grandchildren, Erik
Weth) Gooding of Moorehead, Minn., Ray Schlesselman of
Brooklyn, Kathy (Henning) Eilgrav of Denmark, Jeannie
(Christian) Zulauf of Keota, Elonda (Terry) Van Maanen of
Sully, Missi (Clint) Spurgeon of Indianola, Chad Wiley of
Burlington, Michelle Merck ofDes Moines and Ryan ~Kate)
Merck of Wellman; 15 great grandchildren, David, Robert,

‘Emma, Kaylee, Tessa, Jarret, Lily, Dru,*Zoie, Trevin,
Joseph, Sara, Paw, Kate and Ian; one brother, LaverAe
Merck of Rochester, Miun.; two sisters, Marlys Brown of
North English and Vivian Kerns of Grimes:

Eugene is preceded in death by his parents, Raymond
and Do~othy Merck; and a brother, Arthur. Merck.

M~esMoiMs ~d1Ryan~M~k~’
Wellm~n; 15 greattpandchildren, David, Robert,,
Emmt, Kaylee, Tessa,,t&et, Lily, Dru, Zoie~
Ti~evin, Joseph, Sara~Paw, Kate and Ian; ‘due’
brother, Layerne Mpxck.~7Ro~Kesier, Minn.; tio
sisters,Marlys Bro,wn’otNo~Enghsh and Vivian
Kerns of Grix~es~ I

Eugene is preceded in dedt b’y~hi~ãrents, Ray
mond and Dorothy ‘Merck and a~ther, Arthur
Merck.


