
the vi~i0n of his father, John also de
velope4 neighboring Lakes silverado
and CirnarrOn.

John raised his family on an 80-acre
homestead where he built his first log
cabin and dammed seven ponds. He
lovedhunting andflshing ~dlivingoff
ofthe land, andplanted several gardens
every yeat He heated his home with
threewOod5to~5, ahd in J9g6brought.
home a herd of 60 Holstein dairy cows
which the family milked cows for
two~and-a_haff years. His desire for
living the ‘cowboy life’ ~~entually
evolved into a ‘cowboy’s paradise’
which included three log cabins, two
barns and countless campfires.ths love
for horseback riding was evident in
the many trail rides he organized. He
also raised horses, goats and chickens,
and the färth turned into a full_fledged
petting zoo later to include peacocks~
guineas, roosters, llamas and mules.
John also enjoyed western movies,
playing his guitars, traveling, cooking
and spending time wth his family.

He is survived by his wife of 46
years, Joan Ahrens of Montezu1~1~
daughter Barbie Abrens_LowO’ of
Searsboro; son, John 1). Ahrens of
Montgomery, Ala.; daughters, Angela
Luver!le Abrens of Juneau, Ark., and
Christine Elizabeth Grimm of North
English; 13 grandchildren; his mother,
Luverne Evangeline Ahrens of Mon
tezilma, two sisters, Mary Lu Watson
and Connie Schmeiser; two brothers
William Ahrens and Robert Ahrens;
~~dmanyn1eCes, nephews andffiends.

John was preceded in death by ~his
father, John L. Ahrens.

John G.Ahrens, 70, ofMontezunla,
died Sunday, April 6, 2014, at Mercy
Medical Center in Des Moines.

Funeral services were scheduled for
Thursday, April10, at The MontezUma
~Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu~the

Presbyterian Family Center Project or
the Montezurna Comiflunit)1 Develop
mentfund yriendsmay signthe online
guestbook at www.noi1an°~fr”~
aihomes. corn.

John 0. Ahrens, the soil of John L.
andLuverneE~~s,~Ta5’0om
May 29, 1943, in Shawano, Wisc. His
family méved to Grinnell in 1945 and
later settled onafarne&BeP0fht~
He attendedSe&sbotoH chool and
graduated from (Srinnell High School
in 1961,-and afterwards, served in the
National Guard.

onJulyl4,l967,j0hn~5~teth1~
marriage with Joan Marie McKeag at
St. John’s uthetnChurchmGuuhu1~~
and they had four children.

In i964~JohnhelPedhi5 familybuild
and d~velop Lake Ponderosa. During
that time, he built several houses,
helped build roads, install waterlines, -

and formed the compan)’ Ponderosa
Dredging. He worked for Ponderosa
Utilities, Inc. andLake Ponderosa De
velopment, Inc. and served as president
until the time of his death. pollowing

John Mirens -qJolmtkhrens,70,ofMmlt

April 0,2014 -

Eneral services wil1 bi htld - at -

10:30 aiD. ~1W5day, April 10, at theChurch

in Monte a. Burial will be held at
plentT0~~ cemetery inEwart

visitation will be weonesday~ April
9,attheHo11a~~(i~010 at noon with

the family present from .5 to8 p.m.
lit lieu of flowers, mewofl9i cont~~

butions may be made to PresbY~~a~~
pamily Center project or the Mont
ezumaCo~
priends may sign the online guestbook
at ~yww.hohb0t0b1&hi0~~

~h

John G. AbrenS q4o~o!’(

corn.



THE RECORD, MONTEZTJjv[~ IOWA J0~ffl raised his fr~fily on an 80-acre homestead50171 where he built his first log cabin and dammed seven

ponds. Living the pioneer life always appealed to
I him and showed in his love of hunting and fishing

— — ‘Thn / d I and living off of the land; every year he plant an
/ ~“ average of seven gardens, and taught his children

JOHN G AHRENS at a very early age to love vegetables. His gardens
John G. Ahrens, 70, of Montezuma, passed away were a source of pride for him and well known in t•he

Sunday, April 6, 2014 at Mercy Medical Center in area, as he was also fond of sharing the bounty with
Des Moines. Funeral services will begin at 10:30 a.m. family and Mends. He heated his home with three
on Thursday,App.j 10,2014 at The Montezumaptst woodstoves, and in 1986 Irought home a herd of 60
resbyterian Evangelical Church. Visitation will be Holstein dairy cows, and the family milked cows for

held Wednesday, April 9, 2014 beginning at noon two and a half years. Over the years, his desire for
with family present from 5-8 p.m. at the Holland- living the “cowboy life” evolved into a cowboy 5

CoMe Funeral Home in Montezuma In lieu of flow- paradise” which included three log cabins,two barns
ers, memonal contributions may be made in John’s and countless campfires. His love for horseback~rid
honor to the Presbyterian Family Center Project or ing was evident in the many trail rides he orgamzed
the Montezuma Community Development Fund, and shared with Mends. He also raised horses, goats
Friends may sign the online guestbook at www,hol- and chickens, and the farm turned into ~ full-fledged
landcoblefuneralhomes .com. petting zoo later to include peacocks, guinneas, roost-

John U. Ahrens, the son of John L. and Luverne ers, llamas and mules. It has always attracted many
B. (Breed) Abrens, was born May 29, 1943 in Sha- visitors, and many graiidchilCfren that love to, feed
wano, Wisc. His family moved to Grinnell in 1945 the goats and:visiUbe~wl)ma1s.Jthn also enjpyc~ -

and later settled on a farm near Blue Pointe in 1950. s~etein’movies, playingjiis guitar~, traveling, cook-
He attended Searsboro High School and graduated 4~k ahtPd~endM~tii~’~*ith Ms fauthly~’He especiall~’
from Gnnnell High School in 1961, and afterwards treasured the time he spent with Ms grandson Wyatt,
served itt The National Guard. ‘ teaching hini how to be a cowboy, taking ~1J]fl fishmg

On July 14, 1967 John was united in marriage to and being his “Grandpa Rooster:’
Joan Mane McKeag at St. John’s Lutheran Church John’s memory will be honored by his wife of 46
in Grmnell. To this union three daughters and one years, Joan Ahrens of Montezuma; daughter Barbie
son were born; Barbara Joan, John Daniel, Angela (Denny Lowry) Ahrens-Lowry of Searsboro; son,
Luvenie, and Christine Elizabeth. John 0 Ahrens of Montgomery, Ala.; daughters,

In 1964, John helped his family build and develop Angela Luveme Alarens (Peggy Brown) of Juneau,
Lake Ponderosa. During that time, he built several Alaska, and Christine Elizabeth (Jeff) ~Grumn of
houses, helped build roads, install waterlines, and North English; grandchildren Wyatt Cecil and John
fomied the comPanyPonderosa])redging He worked Simon Grimm, Brandon (Stephanie) Lowry, Coral,
jfor Ponderosa Utilities, Inc. and Lake Ponderosa Corbin and Cade, Caprice (Joel) De Jong, Caymen
Development, Inc. and served as president until the and Cruz, and Brigit$~ (Jason) Shamy, Kra, Bentley
time his death, Following the vision of his father and Presley; Ms mother, Luverne Evangelme Ahrens
John also developed neighboring lakes Silverado and of Montezuma; two sisters, Mars’ L~i Yslatson and
Cunarron; Lake Silverado began in 1997, and Lake Connie Schmeiser two brothers William Ahrens
CunaiTonin 2006. and Robert Ahrens; and many pieces, nephews and

friends. John was preceded in death by his father,
John L. Ahrens.



fcc& John & Ahrens, 70
fob G. Ahrens, 70, of Montezuma, passed —

fi away Sunday, April 6th, 2014, at Mercy
Medical Center in Des Moines. Funeral
services were held at ~O:3o am. on Thursday,
April10, at the Montezuma First Presbyterian
Evangelical Church. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contribution maybe made in John’s
honor to the Presbyterian Family Center
Project or the Montezuma CommunityDevelopment Fund. Friends I
may sign the online guestbook at www.hol1andcoblefjner~omes
com.

John G. Ahrens, the son ofJohn L. and Luverne E. (Breed) Ahrens,
was born May 29, 1943, in Shawano, Wis. His family moved to
Grinnelj in 1945 and later settled on a farm near Blue Pointe in 1950.
He attended Searsboro High School and graduated from Grinnell
High School in 1961, and afterwards, ~erved in The National Guard.
On July 14, 1967, John was united in marriage to Joan Marie
McKeag at the St. Johns Lutheran Church in ~rinnell. To this union
three daughters and one son were born, Barbara Joan, John Daniel,
Angela Luverne, and Christine Elizabeth.

In 1964, John heIi,ed his family build and develop Lake•
Ponderosa. During that time, he built several houses, helped build
roads, install waterlines, and formed the company Ponderosa
Dredging. He worked for Ponderosa Utilities, Inc. and Lake
Ponderosa Development, Inc. and served as President until the time
of his death. Following the vision ofhis fathet John also developed
neighboring lakes Silverado and Cimarron; Lake Silverado began in
1997, and Lake Cimarron in 2006. -

John raised his family on an80-acre homestead where he built
his first log cabin and dammed seven ponds. Living the pioneer
life alwap appealed to him and showed in his love of hunting and

• fishing and living off of the land; every year he planted an average
of seven gardens, and taught his children at a very early age to love

• vegetables. His gardens were a source of pride for him and well
known in the area, as he was also fond of sharing the bounty with
family and friends. He heated his home with three woodstovés, and

• in 1986 brought home a herd of sixty Holstein dairy cows and the
family milked cows for two and a half years. Over the years, his
desire for living the ‘cowboy life’ evolved into a ‘cowboy’s paradise’
which included three log cabins, two barns and countless campfires.
His love for horseback riding was evident in the. many trail rides he
organized and shared with friends. He also raised horses, goats and
chickeni, and the turned into a full-fledged petting zoo later

1ä include peacocks, guinneas, roosters, llamas and mules. It has
• always attracted many visitors, md many grandchildren that love

to feed the goats and visit the animals. John also enjoyed western
movies, playing his guitars, traveling, cooking and spending time
with his family. He especially treasured the time he spent with his
grandson, Wyatt, teaching him how to be a cowboy, taking him
fishing and being his ‘Grandpa Rooster:

John’s memory will be honored byhis wife of46 years, Joan Abrens
of Montezuma; daughter, Barbie (Denny Lowry) AhrensZLowry of
Searsboro; son, John D. Ahrens of Montjomeri4 Ala.; daughters,
Angela Luverne Ahrens (Peggy Brown) of Juneau, Alaska, and
Christine Elizabeth (Jeff) Grimm of North English; grandchildren
Wyatt Cecil and John Simon Grinmi, Brandon (Stephanie) Lowr)c
Coral, Corbin and Cade; Caprice (Joel) De Jong, Caymen and Cruz,
and Brigitte (Jason) Shamy, Kira, Bentley.and Presley; his mother, I
Luverne Evangeline Ahrens of Montezuma; two sisters, Mary Lu
Watson and Connie Schrneiser; two brothers, William Ahrens and
Robert Ahrens; and many nietes, nephews and friejids.

John was preceded in death by his father, John L. Ahrens.


