 OaMER PROF. KURTZ REMEMBERED,

e _90 o ALICEKO . . would go to 1y place and listen and have 2
koalicel7@grinnell.cdu fev drinks, chat and havea good time” '

' Grinnell's'Anﬂ'unpoiugy departmentre- “professor FEmeritus Doug Caulkins, An-
zently paid its Tespects 10 Professor Emeri- ;'thioﬁdlqu,_ a former colleague -of Kurtz’s
tus Ronald J. Kurtz  Anthropology, ‘who uring the burgeoning ! ears of the depart-
passed away 0o Monday, April 21 in Sacra- ment, Fecently pr_ep'ar_ed a pi‘ct'ureptesent'a‘
mento, Calif. at the age of 87. Xurtz was'the tonin )
first full-time cultural anthropologist at the ~ dents in the tWo.
College and played an instrumental Tole it~ currently teache
working with administration 10 establish e
A’I_ithropology as an independent depart-
ment at Grinnell in 1968. o

After joiningthe-faculty ofthe combined
gociology-Anthropology department in
1958, Kurtz taught at the College fox31years -
| before retiring in 1989 During his time at
Grinnell, Kurtz was eIy popular with his - 2
students because of his petsonable nature. !
He hiad a similar effect o his colleagues, - thropology ¢eb
who respected his thorough, professional " gributions in plved”
wotk, generosity and sense of hurmor. * for the foundations O

Aprl2l -

. Professor Emeritus Waldo Walker, Bi- - meni. He was partic 1 ! 0 Frnegiius

ology -developed a close relationship with . approach that embraced the four felds of -QE’»YEPE‘SSEC‘ away ot

| Kurtz iwhen the two worked together and" anthropology: archaeologY, linguistics, bio- pow” Caulkins said_.:“Becausé now we're @

| spoke with the 1ate professor just five days: logical anthropology and coltural anthro- genuine four—'ﬁeldsdéparﬂnent.” e
- - - pologY B@_glso—helped shape the budding Kurtz's work was crucial to dévelop-

"t honor of the late professor for stu-
Anthropology courses he

' . -
PO . . .
IS L .

Profes orBmeritus Ronal Kmtz,Antknopol

‘pefore Kurtz's death.
“We spent 2 lot of time listening toNeil depa'rtment in a way that embraced all of ing & holistic curriculum; which grew 10
the aforesmen joned fields. < : .

| Diamond back then” Walker reminisced.
~ “Ron had a lot of records of Neil, so we, -

~ CONT. ONPAGE 3

“He would have loved the department




incorporate culture area cOUESEs covering Africa,

Asia and Latin America. His interest in linguistics
_’ also influenced the introduction of a course on lan-

& . guage and culture as well as a course on anthropo-
Ronald J' Kurtz ! iogical theory, which is now required for completion
of the major. . :

Beyond the discipline of Anthropology, Kurtz
committed himself to diverse niches at the College,
most notably serving as Chair of the Faculty. In ad-
dition to his involvement within the administration,
Kurtz was largely involved with the African Studies
concentration when it existed at Grinnell, and he
-\ had spent years performing fieldwork in Liberia.

!
\

“Heé had a very holistic approach to Anthropol-
ogy. He really saw it as a study of all of the contexts
that impinged upon a set of people, évents and so
\' on,” Caulkins said. “He was branching out to the

edges of Anthropology.’

Center for Prairie Studies Director Jon Andelson
'70, Anthropology, who considérs the interdisci-
plinary contributions a capstone of Kurtz's legacy,
pointed to the fact that faculty in the department
live out Kurtz's philosophy by teaching courses in
Statistics, Global Development Studies and Ameri- |

Cood)d

wafz

Grinnell, died April 21,2014, in Sac- | “He was very outward-thinking ... in being an |1

Ronald 7. Kurtz, 87, formerly of | can Studies. -

ramento, Calif.

6 the family requests i anthropologist he wanted to reach out beyond the
Tn lieu of flowers the Taml y requ ' .

- | department and be part of the life of the College,’
donations to The Nature Conservancy ‘ Andelson said. -~ - _ o o L
or B S1er11;a CTI%V 5.1926,in Holly | Andelson ‘was,-an undergraduate at ‘Grinnell
Mﬁ;wgfe s?)rlilof M'ilezl’fed and Reuber,l \ when Kurtz was on faculty, and Andelson took two
Ku:tzf Ronwas a cultural anthropolo- Anthropology courses 'ta_‘u_ghtnpy the late quﬁessor.
gist’méﬂiﬁoggapheraﬂdalingﬂiS?Wl‘l'o : when Andelson Teturned to Grinnellyéars ldater as
wrote and published ngensively inhis | a professor, he recalled that Kurtz insisted that the
field, He was a professor of anthropol- [ - two shift to a first-name basis, 'and Kurtz became
ogy at Grinnell College for 31 years, a source of guidance to Andelson in his beginning
. 4 . . Af_ 2
and also lived and did research 10 years as a faculty member. B o
rica, London, Switzerland and China. L e L int] wt b
e was a reader and world traveler . - Inlatex years, Kurtz and Andelson jointly taug
who was devoted to environmental an Anthropology course and collaborated profes-

and social justice causes. sionally by preparing an article for publication fo-

.

4 He;is"SMimd—bx@ﬂﬁgMﬁ-ﬁgna : - cused on the effects of tourism on traditional mm‘:1l
three stepdaughters, Lot Splﬁ e “Inunities: Having known Kurtz both as a student anc-
e e Gordon T Ken}’dSJC oy asa colieague Andelson holds a memory of Kurtz as,-

remy | , : : ry
gﬁn?ﬁ;fgggﬁgﬁﬁegn anfl oni ‘ a gentle, genial mentor and role model.
g‘eat-;grandson. ’ _ “He was an extremo_aly__ warm 'person~vg;ryt surﬂ;
He was precededinde_ath by his par- portive of students, which 1 bfnef1t3f1 frm:n. n ter t
ents,dndfmirb.rothers:[)avid, Stanley, Py own personal imteractions with b, we jus
Roger ang Gordon Ruxtz i : had the best conversations about ar%thropnlogy -
é /71 < 4-28-2 D/L’L and about life—as good as T've had with anybody in
| | my life, Andelson said. . )
After moving to emeritus status in 1996, Kurtz .

and his wife Marilyn, 2 former Director of Gareex -
Services atthe College, moved to Sacramento where
he continued to pursue his passion for anthropology
as an honorary member of the Anthropology depart- -
ment at the University of California, Davis.
Relatives of Kurtz have stated that no merrfonal
services will be planned. However, Grinnell will re-.
member the late professorasa beloved a_n:tt‘lrogolo—
gist whose fife touched those arqund him with 2
‘sense of humanity, an impression preserved_fo_r fu-
ture generations t0 remember. '



