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Ronald 3. K~z, g7, fo~erly of
Grinnell, died April2l~ 2014, in Sac
ramento, Calif.

in lieu ofllower5 the family requests
donations tome Nature ConservancY
or the Sierra Club.

He was bomNov. 5, i92ó~ in Holly,
Mich., the son ofMildred and Reuben
Kurtz. Ron was a cultural anthropolo
gist,~~
wrote and publishe4 extensivelY in his
field. He was a profçssor of anthropol
ogy at Grhmell College for 31 years,
and also lived and did research in Af
rica, London, switzerland and China.
He was a Eeader and world traveler
who was devoted to environmental
and social justice causes.
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incorporate culture area courses covering Africa,
Asia and Latin America. His interest in linguistics
also influenced the introduction of a course on lan
guage and culture as well as a course on anthropo
logical theory, which is now required for completion
of the major.

Beyond the discipline of Anthropology, ICurtz
committed himself to diverse niches at the College,
most notably serving as Chair of the Faculty. In ad
dition to his involvement within the administration,
Kurtz was largely involved with the African Studies
concentration when it existed at Grinnell, and he
had spent years performing fieldwork in Liberia.

“He had a very holistic approach to Anthropol-~
ogy. lie really saw it as a study of all of the contexts
that impinged upon a set of people, events and so
on:’ Caulkins said. “He was branching out to the
edges of Anthropologyf

Center for Prairie Studies Director Jon Andelson
‘70, AnthropologY, who considers the interdisci
plinary contributions a capstone of Kurtz’s legacy,
pointed to the-fact that faculty in the department
live out Kurtz’s philosophy by teaching courses in
Statistics, Global Development Studies and Ameri
can Studies.

“He was very 0~~ward-thinking ... in being an
anthropologist he wanted to reach out beyond the
department and be part of the life of the Collegef
Andelson said: ~- -

Audelson was, an undergraduate at G~innell
when Kurtz was dn faculty, and Andelson took two
Anthropology courses taught by the late professor.
When Andeison ~eturned to dAt ftj~ar~liter as
a professor, he r~called that Kurtz insisted that the
two shift to a first-name basis, and Kurtz became
a source of guidance to Andelson in his beginning
years as a faculty member.-—-~~1In later years. Kurtz and Andelson jointly taught
an ~~thrOpol0gY course and collaborated profes
sionally by preparing an article for publication fo
cused on the effects of tourism on traditional corn- I
muiiitie~’ Havinglm0wt~ Kuflfl9~ asa student and
as a colleagues Andelson holds a memOry of Kurtz a~
a gentle~ genial mentor and role model: -

“He was an extremely warm person-.verY sup
portive of students, which I benefited from. In terms
of my own personal interaction5 with him, we just
had the best conversations about ~~~hropOlOgY
and about life—as good as I’ve had with anybody in
my life:’ Andelson said.

After moving to emeritus status in 1996, Kurtz
and his wife Marilyn, a former Director of Career
Services at the College, moved to Sacramento whcre
he continued to pursue his passion f0~3nthrOpOl0gY
as an honorafll member of the ~11~hrop0logy depart
ment at the University of California, Davis. -

Relatives of ICurtZ have stated that no memOri~
services will be pianned. However, Grinnell will re
member the late professor as a beloved anthropolo
gist whose life touched those around him with a
sense of humanity, an impression preserved for fu
ture generations to rememberS
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