WILLIAM BORTELL

Commander of finrdan Grangor
Post, G.a.R., Is huried today.
Y
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. “There Shall Be One Vacant Chair” {

Death Calls |
Wm. Bortell

Once Mors Hanls of Grinne!l's'

Civil Wur Veterans Have
Been Thinned

|
— [
WAS COMMANDER OF GOR. !
DON GRANGER POST, G.A.R.

Funeral Services Were Held ’!‘hisl
Afternoon From Methodist
Church

The thinning ranks of the voter-
Ans ‘of the Clvil War suffered an-
ather loss when Willlam Bortell,
for inany years an nonored and
reapected citizen of Grinnel! pass-
ed away at the home of his daugh-
ter, Mra. E, E, Hayes. If Mr. Bor-
iell lad lived three wecks longnr:
he would have been 81 years ol -

Funeral services were held this
afternoon  from the Methediat
church, conducted by Rev. W. J.
Fowler. Appropriate music was
furnished by a male guartel com- |
pased of Kelth Vine, ¥ G. Peter. |
son, E. L. York and Rev. WV, 1,
Fowler, who sang “Jesus, Lover of *
My Soul", “Rock of Ages”, and!
“Tenting Tnnlght”  Pall houroru;
were R. G Coutts, T. 8. Mason, |
Norman Pilgrim, W, H. Alley. Wm.
Harrls, and Martin Eichhorn. Mr.
Bortell rests with 8o many of his!
comrades who wore the hlue, in
Hnzelwood cemetery, where for ao
naRny eary o had o pane ae Tl

Willinm Bortell, the .on uf
Emanue! and Kathterine  Borton,
was born in  Patterson, Juninta |
county,  Pennsylvanin, May B.|
1842, His scrviee in the Union
army began with President Lin.}
coln's call for voluntecrs. He en-
listed in Company A of the 1st
Pennaylvania cavalry, wilh which '
he sRw active service for  four|
Years, mostly in Virginia, Aftm',
the battle of Gettyshurg My, Hnr-f
tell was detailed ay orderly and
carried messages to Presldent L|n~]
coln. Immediately after hig his-
charge he returned to his home in!
Mifflln, Pa. ;
' He wnas mareioi to MMiaa .’Bnmr:!
Noon at Port Royal, Juniata coun- |
ty. Pa., August 5 1885 gix chil.!
drea were born to this union, on~
of whom, Rehecen, rifed in infaney, |
The five surviving children are,
M. Laura Hayes, Irvin Borten |
and Mrs. Kate Neely, all or Gt‘in-lI
nall, Mro, Maude Duvis, nr .\Inrrnw—l
ville, Kans., and Mry, Hattie Bump -
f Monrge, Al the children worn
AL their father's bedside when he |
pansed away. No more devebead |
family could be found anywhere'
than this,

Mr. Bortell uniteg with  the;
Methodist church in Grinnel inj

1875 and was wne aidest member)
of the church when he died. Hix
#ife preceded him in denth July 3,
1817,

He has always taken g great in-
tarcat im the affatrs of the G J\.R.i
and at the time of hig death was
commander of Gordon Granger
Post.

He i3 survived by his flve chil-
dren, six grandchildren and two
&reat grandchildren, !



‘Aepsingy, Snnay-prusagy lonuLrn ay
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- William Bortel] was bomn May
8, 1842, in Patterson, Pa,, the son
-of Emanuel and Katherine Borte]l,
‘He enlisted in Company A of the
-First Pennsylvania Cavalry unit
in 1861. The unit spent most of jts
time in Virginia and participated in
the famous battle _
of Gettysburg in
Pennsylvania.
Bortell's compa-
Dy wasondetailed
duty in Maryland
when the ‘orders
-eame to. speed
to Gettysburg, .
The company,
-full of youth and
filled with all the
zest and happy-
go-luckiness of
young life, rode
steadily to Get-
tysburg. -
- In an inter-
view, Bortell re.
called that it was TR
a hot Saturday afternoon, July
3, 1863, ‘when they arrived. The
company was under General Har-
cock, who had taken the Jeft wing
-guard. General Hancock. reporied
- that Pickett, the southern general,
'was ddvancing. He said the Union
Tfailure to defeat Southern troops
decisively at Geitysburg was one
of the darkest days of the war. The
following day, July 4, 1863, the
~«Union army captured Vicksburg
:Miss., and from then on, the tide
Swung in favor of the North and the
- Union was saved. Afler Gettysburg
- Bortell was detailed to the duty of
- Orderly and carried messages to
President Lincoln, =~
.-Although he was in the very
thick of the fighting for four years,
including seouting on the Rappah.

annock and the hard-fought battles
+in Manassas, Mount Jackson, New
+:Market, Harrisonb
bhicdaniNoumtbing Brtidy ) Siatien,
t-Thoroughfare: Gap;: Chantilly,
_.Ergdeﬁcks’_bur'g, ) -Ch_a_rii:cl]ursville,
-Antietam and Gettysburg, Bortell

was never wounded but had several
narrow escapes. Immediately afler
his discharge, he
home in Mifflin, Pa,

Port Royal,Pa.,unAug. 5,1865. Six
children were born to them: Laurg

metnbered their mother telling the .
children that the Indians were com-_ |
ing, and the fear made herkeep the - ||
doors locked in the daytime when -
Bortell was away ‘working. He
Was a carpenter and immediately . |!
obtained work in helping to build
the Jowa Central Railroad from
Marshalltown to Quincy, TIl.- . ...

and livedat 403 East St. foranumber -

. The Bortells became members -
of the Grinnell Methodist Church

hediedonApril 21,1933, attheage’
0f90. Healso had taken a great deal

urg; Gross Keys, .- C, 1 0
_ apmiouupgmippseq;m}vetcmna,of the -
-Civil-War,.and was commander{f

returned to his ..

-Hewasmarried to SusanNoonat

Bortell Hayes, I~
vin Bortell, Kate
Bortell Neely,
+Maude Bortell
- Davis, Hattie Bor-
stell Bump and
-Rebeceawho died
Jininfancy, - -
The three older - .
-children: were |
young when the |,
family came west f
in1871 andlocat-
ed near Marshall-
town on land that
_Was open prairie
with big tumble-
weeds blowing .
-across the fields, [
One daughter re- |

- The family moved to Grinnell -
ofyears. Attheage of87 Bortell was -

still quite active and made several

‘-‘pi]gl_imagm”béc_ktoPcnnsy_lvauia _
to his home town of Mifflin and to
the battlefield at Gettysburg, =

in 1875, William Bortell was the .
oldest member of the church when -

ofinterestinthe affuirs of the Grand |/
Amy.of the-Republic, the organi- o |

theGdrdonGrangerPdstiuG_rinncH :

at the time of his death, .:




