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W. O. Willard, Early
 Settler, Passes Away

Civil War

[ R .

dince 1868 W. 0. Willard has
been a resident™ 8l CTringell “Town-
skip and Grinnell City, a period of
poarly fifty nind yoars.  IIs  wam
born al Wethersfleld, Iltincis, No-
vember 2, 1840, and was 85 years old
ut iz last birthday. He atiended the
schools of Wethersfield, Illinols, as
waoll'as e Migh Hchool in that place.
His father was a ploneer sestler in
that part of the slate, moving there
from Wethersfield, Consn., and helped
to lay out tha town Ha losated his
,farm on an elegant picce of land just
;enst of the town limits. In the early
.dpys of that community he was asso-
;clated with Hon., Henry @. Little, lat-
; er of Grinnell, a» wvoe uf the active
{ builders of Wetherafisld, '

W. ©. Willard was brought up In the
nursery business and removed to Grin-
nall in 1868 a8 n good location to atart
the raising of fruit trees for sale.

1

i Jannary 1, 1867, he was uplted In
, marriage with 'W of
i Madrid, N. ¥, al ihe Lome of ~her
. barents in St. Lawrence County. His
| bride to be was a school teacher and
had come west and had become n!
| teacher In the public schools of Weth-!
erstleld. It was here she flrst met]
;her husband.  They mioved to Grin-|
nell In 1868. To them six children|
were born, Frank E. now . assistant
suparintendent of the publo cohoola,
of Seatils, Wash.; Raymornd, who;
died .in ‘early boyhood, and is buried
Jin Hazelwood:; W. A, who is now
‘ Professor in the Depariment of Bi-
julugy Gf tne State University ot Ne-
braskn, located &b Omaka; Dr H. G,
“who served in the medical corps dur-
ding the World War in Franee and s
.now in churge of his own nrivais hos-
ipltal and iz a practicing physiclan at
Tacoma; Mrs. W, B, Krle of Los Angel-
ez and Miss Falth Willard who kas been
Ler fniber's help and comfort during

Veteran Answers ' Last Call kifter Long and
Y Useful Life = '

st ol

I Mr. Willard enlisted in 1862 with the
1124 Regiment, llkneis Voluatees, gl
cserved untll after the close of the
war, belng mustered out in Septem-
ber 1865 at{ Springficid, Illinoia. Mr.
Willard was in some of the most se-
vere batties of the war one of fhem
belng Champlon III1, He wae in the!
battle at Vicksburg May 19 when an’
attempt was made to charge the
Rinffz under the Confederata fort!

fications. He was with Logan's Div-
islon and at the time of the explosion
at the Shirley House when Union
troeps had dug a tunmel under the
Cuuledersle fort, he was thrown into
the tunnel with his regiment {0 hold
[t agulnst the attack of the Confeder-
ate forees who massed at this point to
drive back the Unlon troobs. The
I124th, Eknown amotg the ilinols
troops as the “Hundred and two doz-
en" was the second regiment to enter
Vicksburg after the surrender and get
up the Tnion flag within the Unlis or
the city. At the Shirley house he
wag so situated that on the afterncon
of July drd when Generzl Pemberign
and General Grant met under the fa-

. the last fow ycara of hin lifo.

.

mous oak to arrange terms of sur-
rander they ware io full view of Mr.
i Willard and hiz company.
i The writer came to Grinnell with
i hlg sister in 1875 and for several years
Elhc ‘Willard home was the only home
they knew. Jt was z homa of eul-
Lure, uf guud reuding sul ol gINN] COM-
{pany., Mr. and Mrs. Willard loved
"education for its own sake and their
chlldren atlended and graguated from
college and grew up to occupy posl-
tiong of which their parents were just-
Iy proud, )
{ During Mr. Willard's recent {llness.
ias he gradually grew wenker, he,
knoew woll tha love of his ohildron for;
the old home and when they came taé
cheer his last hours they were hours:
of pleasure to hm. In the early '90s
ithe Willards moved to town into the
jAome Bew occuped by SOhn KVAns on
'Park Street. They afterwards buir
their own bome ot High St., now oWa-|
vd by Mrs, Paul Peck, This home was !
a center nf college paonle, all of wham |
testify to the high iatellectual inspir-
ation of the home and ths estimable
Christian character of Mr. and Mrs.
i Willard,
! AMra. Willard died suddenly uw Lhe
iresult of 4 stroke of paralysls while
‘visiting her sen Dr. Willard In Deer
Lodge, Mosnt., Aug. 19, 1814,
The keeping of {he bome has devel-
‘ved from then chiefly upon his dangh-

ter, ¥alth; who was an inspiring help.

to her father &pd in retum was in-
apired and helped by him,

Mr. Willard Was 2 man of great
fortitude.” He was a man of strict in-

whom he had business dealings can
tostily Ly Lils absolute honesty.  The
‘fniture of the Merehants Natiopal
[Bank, of which he was a stock holder

{o o consldersbls extent and in which i,
he had & fair sized depasit for a* man |,
of his meaus; was a great blow to him |
and also a. severe strain upon ‘hia|
finareial resources but he pald his as-|.
sessment wilhout a murmuf, becauss |

La know it wes o duty srhich deydlved |
upon him to resiore to the depositors |
in the bank his share of the 1oas which |

P :

they had sustained, . .

AMr. Willard's death nernrred Thors.
day, March 4 at about 1:30 o'clock in
the zfternoon.
had been gradually Erowing weaker
last a ghorttime longer, the thread or

without n atruggle, congclous almost
to the lest, With him - at. the .time

Ruth and Matth,,

at 2:30 o'clock at the home of W, G,

GRAND ARMY AND W. R. C,
Members of Gordon Granger Post

tegrity of churaster and everyone with ),

Faor seyeral weeks he |
and while it was thought be might|’

Wie was gnapped and be passed away |

The funeral will be held tomorrow |

Ray, 821 High Street. 3

were his gon, F. B, and his daughters | .

and of the W. K. ¢ will meat at the
hall to go In & bedy to the home of
W, G. Ray to allend the funera] of
Comrade W. O, Willard, Be at ha}l
not later than two o’elock. The fup-
ernl Is &t 2:30. -




Another Reminis- |

cence o

The death of Laniel Irg_qzs set some |’
of us who are eoming fn he regardsd

a3 early timers of Grinnell to thinking
of the days mot so very long ago
when this country wes new. About
1867 W. 0. Willgrd whase father was
f nnreery.man gt athorafiald, M.,
left his home in that place to find
4 location for another nursery. He
wished to establish it elther {n Towa
or Missouri. He and & brother-in-law
by the neame of Chaply slarted wul
to find & new location, where the
country was comparatively new and
where there would be & demand for
fruli trees and ornamental shrubbery.

Mr. Chapin settled at Nevada, Mis-{

sourl, while W. O. Willard found a
location which seemed promiasing at
Grinnell. He bought 115 acres, an
original aiphty whers W, M Farr

{now lives and a thirty-five acre piece],
next to it a half mile from north tol

south bordering on what was then the
Rock Creek road and on thls tract
of 135 acren ho planted the #frat
nursery in this sectlon.

However A. G. Willlams had &
oursery In Chester township sbout
nice miles from the Willard nursery
bu.l: whelhior IL wes slacted befure the
Willard nursery or mot the writer
doey not Lnow. .

On this 135 acres he started a purs-
ery of considerable proportlons and
I0r many years It was well known in
this section of the state,

Mr, Willard himsslf was & man of
honor gand thase who hought trees,

vines, shrubbery and bushes of Mr.i:
Willurd were sire to get just exact-|

ly what they ordered or not get any-
thing, because it was n matter of
honor with him ts label bruthfylly
what he sold.

Hoon after that time perhaps in
the ezrly seventles, he declded to

 grow osage hedge plants. This hedge

waa uaed as a4 fonce and a wind
bresk and was becoming gulte popu-
lar in Diincls and he devoted a large

art of his land to the propagation
of it. He bulit a large covarad cellar
in whicn he plannea to winter nls
first growth of year old hedge planis.
The plants were carefully taken up
in the fall and laid away ag carefully
in this big cellar which was covered
with straw and boards and on top of
that was overed aguin with a thick
eoating of dirt and here the plants
were kept for the winter,

They ware in prime condibon and
traveling men were out in thiz sec-
tion of the state selling them. The
crop was enormous and there was
every reason to believe that the sale
weuld ba large. It waa largs hot whan
the time for delivery came it was
found that in the heart of the ogage
was @ black spot or growth which
very serfously affected dellvery. Many
taruiers belleving this to be o rotten
keart refugsed to accept the hedge.
Many of them, however, did accept
these plants and set them out along
the road and these hedge plants prew
ang were the roundation of e uume-§-
erous fences which were to be found
in this section of the atate forty yesrs

8go.

Apparently the black core had not
hurt the plants at all but it bad pre-
vented dellvery and the loss of these
plants was very great, so heavy in

, fact that it was years befora he re-|
!lenvared from the thousands of dol-
. lt?;a;eloss which - he suffered at that

There may be yel some ostge hedge
fences Hving, but it fa a chance |
if thara ars that they were planted|:
shout "3, T4, or T5 from .plants|
ratsed at the Willard nursery In the|

‘{eary saventles.




William O. Willard was born on
Nov. 2, 1840, in Wethersfield, 1. His
father had come from Wethersfield,
Conn,, and was in the nursery busi-
ness.

In 1862 Willard enlisted in
Company F of the 124th [llinois Vol-
unteers. The unit was at Raymond,
Jackson and Champion Hill, consid-
ered one of the most severe battles
fought by the western Union army.
Serving in a division under Union
General Logan, he participated in
the fighting and siege of Vicksburg.
On May 19, 1863, Union troops,
including Willard’s unit, made an
unsuccessful attempt to charge
what proved to :
be unassailable
Bluffs under the
Confederate forti-
fications at Vicks-
burg. Failure of
this and subse-
quent assaults led
tothe siege which
lasted until July 3.

Near the end
of the siege,
Union troops dug
a tunnei under
the Confederate
fortifications and
exploded a large
amount of gun-
powder under the
Shirley House in
an effort to end the siege. Willard's
regiment along with other troops

were hurried into the tunnel through -

which Confederate troops were at-
tempting to attack in mass to force

the Union troops back. Confederate -
troops kept the Union troops from

entering Vicksburg then, but Gen-
eral Pemberton surrendered several
days later due to lack of food in
the besieged city and the failure of
Confederate troops outside the city
to cometoitsaid. . it

- Willard's unit, sometimes called
(ne Hudred A e Aomehswas
the second regiment to enter Vicks-
burg after the surrender and were
the troops who set up the Union flag
signaling that the siege was overand
that Union troops were victorious.
His unit was still stationed near
the Shiriey House on the afternoon
of July 3, 1863, and was so situ-
ated that its members could all see
Confederate General Pemberton and
Union General Grant meeting under
the famous oak to arrange terms of
surrender.

Willard’s unit moved on to the
east with the Union Army. While out
foraging in Alabama, he was taken
prisoner and was held for two days
by the guerrillas who captured him.
He escaped and returned home.

William Willard and Emma
Shaw, a former teacher in the

Wethersfield, Ill., schools, were
married on Jan. 1, 1867, in the
home ofherparents in St. Lawrence
County, N.Y. They moved to 115
acres in Grinnell Township, later
re-named Grant Township, in 1868.
The couple had six children, Frank
Willard, Raymond Willard, William
A. Willard, Henry G. Willard, Ruth
Willard Kyle and Faith Willard.
Witlard was listed as a farmer,
stock-raiser and nursery in 1880
records. At first his nursery stocked
trees, vines, shrubbery and bushes.
Intheearly 1870she decided to grow
Osage hedge plants which could be
used as a fence and windbreak. He
' stored the plants
in a covered cel-
lar. In the spring
when they were
brought out, many
hadablackspotor
growth on them
which caused
many customers
torefuse delivery.
Those who did
accept and plant
them had hedge
fences which last-
ed many years.
However it was
years before Wil-
lard recovered
from ‘the thou-

sands of doHarsin -

loss he suffered from the venture.
In 1894 the family lived at 1119

Park St. By 1900 they had movedto

913 High St., and Willard was serv-

ing as a Justice of the Peace. In 1905
hewaslistedasa H_prticulturalist or

Nurseryman, &= =000 e
" By 1924 Willard was a stock
holder in the Merchants National
Bank fo a considerable extent and
also had a fair-sized deposit in
the bank for a man of his means.

' The Merchants National Bank,
like several hundred other banks
"in Jowa at the time, failed in No-

vember of 1924. A lawsuit arising
out of the failure explained that
farm profits during World War I
increased the value of farm land
which suffered a deflation in the
early 1920s, bringing about bank
failures.

Wiliard was described by con- -

temporaries as aman of strict integ-
rity of character. The bank failure
was a great blow to him and aiso
a severe strain upon his financial
resources. He paid the assessment
required of him as a stockholder
because he viewed it as a duty to
perform his part in restoring to the
depositors his share of the loss which
they suffered.

 William Wiltard died on March
4, 1926, at the age of 85. He was
buried at Hazelwood Cemetery.
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