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RETHA RAE RHOADS
Retha Rae Rhoads, 77 of Brooklyn, died
Saturday, April 11, 2015 at Brooklyn Community
Estate, Brookiyn. Funeral service will be held at
10:30 a.m., Wednesday,
April 15, 2015, at
Kloster Funeral Home,
Brooklyn, with Rev.
Dorothy Banzhaf
officiating. Burial will
be in the Brooklyn
Memorial Cemetery. A
memorial fund has been

established
Retha is survived by
her sons, Steve (Melia)
! of Brooklyn, and Bruce
(Debora) of Chelsen;
seven grandchlldren, Callle Rhoads of Brooklyn,

Clint Rhoads (Mindy) of Brooklyn, Carly Rhoads |
of Ottumwa, Cliff Rhoads (Joey) of Brooklyn, |

Danny Mai (Larisha) of Newton, Kaycee Rhoads |
of Grinnell, and Jaymee Rhoads of Brooklyn;
11 great-grandchildren, Layne, Beckett, Caleb,
Colette, Maddox, Jaxson, Braxton, Gerrick,
Sabrie, Jadeth and 'Alyssa; a brother-in-law,

_.Tommy Rhoads ‘and three 51sters-m-1aw Ruth_ :
.;:Clark, Lmda Rhoads and Joyce Rhoads.

~She was, preceded in death by her parents; . her

f--husband James in 2010; a sister, Mary Sexton; and
. a great-grandson, Silas in infancy. ’

~Retha Rae Seams was born July 6, 1937 in rural

'Mahaska County, the daughter of Sebastian Seams
_and Ruth Werner Seams. Her father Bess was acoal

miner and small farmer. She was always outside
with her father helping with chores mcludmg
gathering and selling eggs and helping pick com
by hand. Retha learned the value of hard work and
a sense of family at a young age, A big treatas a |
child was listening to a Chicago Cubs game after
which her father would remove the battery from
the radio until the next game. She looked forward

to family trips to town on Saturday evenings.
" Retha was married to James Franklin Rhoads

on December 10, 1957. She worked full time as
a telephone operator to help support the family

‘while Jim attended William Penn College to eamn a -
teaching degree. In addition fo her duties as a wife

and mother, she was almost always employed
outside the home as a school cook, store clerk and
teachers aide. Retha aIways raised & large garden

-.to can and freeze food.

-Family was Retha’s life and her mam hobby

- Havmg grandkids spend the night was very special

for her and Jim. She loved to cook for her family, ;
and her fried chicken was a favorite of all. Retha |

“'Was a devoted wife, mother a.nd grand:mother r
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Retha Rae Rhoads, age
77 of Brooklyn, died Satur-
day, April 11, 2015 at
Brooklyn Community Es-
tate, Brooklyn. Funeral
Service: 10:30  am.,,
Wednesday, April 15, at
Kiloster Funeral Home,
Brocklyn, with Rev. Do-
rothy Banzhaf officiating,
Burial will be in the
Brooklyn Memorial Cem-
etery. Visitation: 4 to 7

PM. Tuesday, April 14,
2015, Kloster Funeral
Home, Brooklyn. A me-
morial fund has been es-
tablished

* Retha is survived by

“'her sons, Steve (Melia) of

Brooklyn, and Bruce
{Debora) of Chelses; sev-
en grandchildren, Callie
Rhoads of Brooklyn, Clint

" Rhoads (Mindy) of Brook-

lyn, Carly Rhoads of Ot-
tumwa, Cliff Rhoads
{Joey)of Brooklyn, Danny
Mai (Larisha) of Newton,
Kaycee Rhoads of Grin-
nell, and Jaymee Rhoads
of Brooklyn; 11 great-
grandchildren, - - Layne,
Beckett, Caleb, Colette,
Maddox, Jaxson, Braxton,

Gerrick, Sabrie, Jadeth

and Alyssa; a brother-in-

‘Jaw, Tommy Rhoads; and

three sisters-in-law, Ruth

Clark, Linda Rhoads and

Joyce Rhoads.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, her
husband James in 2010, a
sister Mary Sexton, and a
great-grandson, Silas in
infancy,

Retha Rae Seams was
born July 6, 1937 in rural
Mahaska County, the
daughter of Sebastian
Seams and Ruth Werner
Seams. Her father, Bess,
was a coal nhner and
small farmer. She was al-
ways outside with her fa-
ther helping with chores
including gathering and
selling eggs and helping
pick corn by hand. Retha
learned the value of hard
work and asense of family
at a young age. A big treat
as a child was listening to
a Chicago Cubs game af-
ter which her father
would remove the battery

from the radio until the

next game. She looked for-
ward to family trips to
town on Saturday eve-

nings.

Retha was married to
James Franklin Rhoads
on Dec. 10, 1957. She
worked full time as a tele-
phone operator to help
support the family while
Jim attended William
Penn College to earn a
teaching degree. In addi-
tion to her duties as a wife
and mother, she was al-
most always employed
outside the home as a
school cook, store clerk
and teachers aide. Retha
always raised a large gar-
dentocanand freeze food.

Family was Retha's life
and her main hobby. Hav-
ing grandkids spend the
night was very special for
her and Jim. She loved to
cook for her family and
her fried chicken was a fa-
vorite of all. Retha was a
devoted wife, mother and
grandmother.

Ontine  ‘condolences
may be sent to the family
at www.klosterfuneralho-
me.com.




