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Anna Mae

Anna_ o

~Mae:

. Wack, 97,

“of - Grin-
nell died
Oct. 15,
2015, at
Windsor
Manor in

Grinnell.

A funeral mass is
scheduled for 10:30 a.m.
Frfday, Oct. 23, at 5t, Ma-
ry's Catholic Church in
Grinnell with the Rev,
Ron Hedges officiating,
Marﬁyn Kriegel will be
the organist accompiend
by the St, Mary’s Choir
Milton Severe will be a
soloist, Pallbearers will
be Larry Cooper, Kath-
erine Jensen, Bill Kiein,
-Ericca, 'Randy and Ve-
ronica Reaws Burial
will ‘be in Hazelwned
Cemetery in Grinnetl],

- Visitation will be held

from 2.pam.to 8 pam. .

“Thursday at the Smith
i ‘Funeral Home with the’
- family present from 6 to-
:.'8 Thursday evening. -
oaMemorial’ contribu-;;--
“tions may be dlrected tn"
'_'_PALS in Grinnell”

“Anna Mae was bcrn”

Feb. 24, 1918, in Norway,

to John and Katherine
Brecht Wack. She gradu-
ated from Norway High
School in the midst of
the “Great Depression;

received her Bachelors
of Arts from Yowa State
“Teachers College (now
University of Norther
Jowa); Cedar I'alls

5 of Aris in Ph ys
Education from Um~. :

Sh .complei:ed course-
-Work .at the Universit
:0£Osloin the summer o
1956 and spent the sum-.
mer of 1970 studymg at_--

‘of Towa'i in 1953

f’é? *2;7 /--c;)o/S

Wack 97

the Uﬂivermty of an

na. Her formal teaching
-career included New
‘Hatnpton, 1942-44; East

High, Waterloo, 1944 52;
Cornell Coiiege Mount
Vernon, 1954-55; and
Grinnell College, Grin-
nell, 1955-83. While at
Gr;nneil College she was
a pioneer in coaching
women's  sports  and
played a key role in the
planning and construc-
tion of the Physical Edy-
cation Complex. -
Anna Mae had a pas«
sion for miany sports, in-
cluding golf (of which

'she had a hole-in-one on
‘seven “different dcca-

sions), tennis and bowl-

. ing. She enthusiastically
shared her- expertise

and en;oyed 1gmtmg a
passion for sports in oth-
ers. She traveled exten-
sively - throughout . the
United " States”.and: in

Europe; the Middle Fast
~and Mexico. Other hob-
-bies included” making
ojewelry, rmsmg dogs,;
~playing - cards; soIvmg

puzzlesiand collectmg
stamps. .

* She was proud of her
upbringing in Iowa, es-

“petially Norway She of-

ten mentioned childhood
activities like sledding,
skating and  baseball.

-She was proud of the

Norway baseball teams,
frequently referring to
it as “the baseball cap1~

tal of the wor_ld Mo

r.vwed
y her. sxster, Ruth Me-
Mahon of Fremont
Calif., and many nieces
and nephews She: was
preceded in death by her

i parents her three broth-

' Gilbert, “Richard

“and. Paul and her szster
_Mﬂdred Klem

i



Windsor

A funeral mass is sche_duled
for 10:30 a.m. Friday, October

23rd, 8t
Church

Rev. Ron Hodges officiating.
Mnri\yn'Kricgcl_ will be the or-
gnnis’_t'afctompémiéd by the St.
Mary's - Choir. “Milton, S_eve'ré
- will be a soloist. Pal_\befirers_wm :
he Llarry Coopen “Katherine
Jensen, Bill Klein, and Ericca,
Randy and Veronica Reavis. .
Burial will be in Hazelwood
Cemetery in Grinnell 07
“Visitation will be held from
7:00 pm. © 8:00 p.m. Thurs
dayatthe Smith Funeral Home
with the family present from 6:00.t0 .00 Th _
. ‘Memorial contributions may e directed t© PALS in Grinnell.
e Anna Mae was botn February 24, 1918, in Norway, lowa, to John
and Katherine Brecl £ Wack. She graduated from Norway High School .
in the midst of the Great Depression; received her Bachelots of Arts
from lowa State Teachers College (now University of Northern lowa),
Cedar TFalls, lowa, in 1942; and received her Masters of Arts in Physical
Education from University of lowa in 1953. She completed coursework
at the University of Osloin the summer of 1956 and spent the summer
of 1970 studying at the University of Vienna. Her formal teaching €3
reer, included New Hampton, 1942-44; East High, Waterloo, 194452
Cornell College, Mountye'r'ﬁqﬁ; 1954-55; and Grinnell College, Grin-
nell, 195 583, While ;it'_(}rinneu College she was 2 pionesr in-coaching *
women’ s sports and played a key tole ir'{fthé"iﬂan_ﬁing'an'd conStruction
of the Physical Education Complex. o
“Anna Maé¢ had a passion for many sports, including golf (of which
~ghe had 2 holedn-oné on seven different occasions), rennis any wi-
ing. Shé:"énthusiaéﬂééﬂy_ shared her expertise and erijoyed igniting 2
passion-for sports in others, She rraveled extensively throughout the
United States and in*_Eut:Q'pe,"_the Middle East and Mexico. Orher
hbbbit:s_iriclﬂded making jewelry, raising dogs, playing cards, solving
puzzles and collecting sramps.” _— - _
®* She yas proud of her upbringing in Lowa, especially Norway. She of |,
ten mén_ﬁone' c ﬂ_aho‘;;a_iacﬁ'\'ritia like 'sleading;“skéti_rigﬁﬁd baseball.:
She was proud of the Norway baseball conms, frequently referring to it
as “the baseball capital of the world” R
Anna Mae 8 supvived by her sistet, Ruth McMahon of Fremont,
California, and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death
by her parents; her three brothets, Gilbert, Richa J and Paul; and her
siscer, Mildred Klein R S '
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From: Baker, Marcia <BAKERMAR@Grinnell. EDU>
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2015 11:02:15 AM

To: Grinnell College Faculty

Subject: Sad news - Anna Mae Wack

It is with great sadness that | report the passing of a member of the Grinnell College
community. Anna Mae Wack, Professor Emerita of Physical Education, passed away
Thursday, October 15, 2015. Please join me in extending condolences to Anna Mae’s family
and friends. The following obituary is shared by her family.

Michael E. Latham
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the College

Anna Mae Wack was borm February 24, 1918, in Norway, lowa, to John and Katherine Brecht
Wack. She graduated from Norway High School in the midst of the Great Depression; received
her Bachelors of Arts from State Teachers College (now University of Northern lowa), Cedar
Falls, lowa in 1942: and received her Masters of Arts in Physical Education from University of
lowa in 1953. She completed coursework at the University of Oslo in the summer of 1956 and
spent the summer of 1970 studying at the University of Vienna. Her formal teaching career
included New Hampton, 1942-44; East High, Waterloo, 1944-52; Cornell College, Mount
Vernon, 1654-55; and Grinnell College, Grinnell, 1955-83. While at Grinnell College she was a
pioneer in coaching women's sports and played a key role in the planning and construction of
the Physical Education Complex.

Anna Mae had a passion for many sports, including golf (of which she had a hole-in-one on
seven different occasions), tennis and bowling. She enthusiastically shared her expertise and
enjoyed igniting a passion for sports in others. She traveled extensively throughout the United
States and in Europe, the Middle East and Mexico. Other hobbies included making jewelry,
raising dogs, playing cards, solving puzzles and collecting stamps.

She was proud of her upbringing in lowa, especially Norway. She often mentioned childhood
activities like sledding, skating and baseball. She was proud of the Norway baseball teams,
frequently referring to it as “the baseball capital of the world.”

Anna Mae is survived by her sister, Ruth McMahon of Fremont, California, and many nieces
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents; her three brothers, Gilbert, Richard
and Paul; and her sister, Mildred Klein.

Visitation will be at Smith Funeral Home, 1103 Broad St., Grinnell on Thursday, October 22,
from 2-8 pm with family present from 6-8 pm. A funeral mass at St. Mary's Catholic Church,
1013 Broad St., Grinnell will be held on Friday, October 23 at 10:30 am.



