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Reverend Dennis W. Haas

The Reverend Dennis Wayne Haas, Professor Emeritus of Religious
Studies and former Chaplain at Grinnell College, died peacefully
surrounded by family on January 18, 2016, at the age ol 81.

One of the college’s most beloved teachers, s areas of interest and
expertise included the Hebrew Bible and Christian Scriptures. Faculty and
students knew him as a generous, thoughtful, compassionate man who was
devoted to issues of social justice, diversity, and peace.

A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Franklin and Marshall College. Dennis
received a Master of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary, NYC, and
Master of Sacred Theology from Lancaster Theological Seminary, PA. In
1959, he began his career serving as pastor at Faulkner Swamp German
Reformed Church (UCC), Gilbertsville, PA. He joined the Grinnell College
faculty in 1966 and served in the dual role of professor and chaplain until
his retirement in 1996. He became Professor Emeritus in 2003. Dennis was
an active and dedicated member of Grinnell UCC Church, most recently
teaching the adult Sunday School Seckers class, Among his many
accomplishments, Dennis served as president of the National Association
of College & University Chaplains (NACUCQ), board member of Mid-lowa
Community Action (MICA), and Grinnell Affordable Housing
Commission.

The son of Wayne B, and Mamie C. Haas, Dennis was born on December
23, 1934, in Topton, PA. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Thomsa
“Tommy” Stewart Haas; children Jonathan Haas (Deborah), David Jordan-
Haas (Constance), Andrew Haas (Sarah), Elizabeth Haas; siblings Christine
Luckenbill, Richard Haas, Timothy Haas, Bonnie Haas, and [ive
grandchildren. Dennis is preceded in death by parents Wayne and Mamie
Haas of Kutztown, PA, and siblings Larry Haas, David Haas, Alan Haas.

A celebration of life service is scheduled for Saturday, February 6t at Tpm
at Herrick Chapel, Grinneli College with reception to follow at Grinnell
House, In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made in Dennis’ honor to
Southern Poverty Law Center (hitps://donate.spleenter.org) or the

May flower Human Needs Endowment Fund
(hup:!/’www.may{‘iowerhomes.comz’donuiionsf).
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