Velna Jane Kolodziej 5 -05.50/7
~Velna' Jane Kolodziej (nee':
: Ec_wié_s)::_wasi.lb'orh"-:ciri-i'MaV'-.-lf},' g
1932, :tb_i-f]fc'_i_c_k_sjtin-;_an_d_ Helen
(Hunt) Lewis i Chicago. She
passed awny on Saturday, May.
50, 2017, at the age of 83. She.
was raised in Norwood Park, I+
linois, and gradu ated Taft High
School in 1950, She. attended
Northern: . Illinois. University, |
* where she attained.a reaching: -
degreesin oo
..She . was i an. - glementary
“schoot - teacherin “Arlington -
“Heights; Tllinois, until her mar-

riage to George Kolodziej in ™
1968. She continued working
_as,a library aid and ‘computer
‘eacher in Oak Park, [llinais,

! ; 2 andRiver Forest, Illinois, while
* raising four sons: Gary Mertens, Paul Mertens, Matth’e'w'_l_(@lodzi'e'j and
- David Kolodsiej. e reens, MaER
- Velna; moved with: George to Grinnell, Towa, $0 2 welcoming com-
munity at the Mayflower in the summer of 2014. She was.involved in
the Third Unitarian Church in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago, .
PFLAG (a ga",{-'and-.l_esb_ian.parents and friends support group) and -
- merous activities at the Mayflower in Grinnelli i s it G
. She is survived by her four sons and their children; Rita Mertens,”
- Jane Mertens, Ellis Mertens, George E. Kolodziej, Molly Kolodziej; So-
‘ ‘phie Kolodzief, and Avalon Von Mertens, 3
A Celebration of Lifé in Grinnell is scheduled for 1°p.m: on Satur

* dag, June 17, at the Carman Center at the Mayflower Community.




