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John Thurber
Aug. 23,1931 - Jan. 18, 2018

Captain John Thurber, USN, Ret.
passed away on January 18, 2018.
He was born in Des Moines, on
August 23, 1931, John's child-
hood was spent in Montezuma.
He was a proficient athlete, play- |
ing both basketball and football
during his high school years. He
was the quarterback of the foot- |
ball team and in his senior year the
football team had an undefeated
and unscored upon season re-
¢ord. He talked about his football |
quarterback days with the Mont-
ezuma Braves frequently. He and
his childhood friends, Duane and
Nancy Lowe, would reminisce (for
hours and hours it seemed) about
those days whenever they would
visit each other. Those skills he
learned as a successful team play-
er were later useful to be part of a
bigger team—the US Navy.

John graduated from Annapolis
and married Joan Norma Orr June
1, 1956. His accomplishments in-
clude: Captain of the USS Mount
Hood, the last Marine Director of
the Panama Canal Company and
the first Marine Director of the
Panama Canal Commission, Com-
mander of the U.S. Naval Forces
Southern Command in Panama,
and the U.S. Naval Attaché with
the US embassy in the country of
Uruguay. Other places he and his
family were stationed include: the
Azores, Cuba, and the Philippine
Islands. He had 14 years and 3
months of sea duty. After John re-
tired in 1989, Joan and John settled
in Tallahassee, Florida.

John was an avia recre
+scuba fliver and he loggegtlgggi
11500 dives irf his lifetime.. He had
itaggﬁssml_l f_.or!diving and ynderwa-

photagraphy. Not a pr%vﬁ]cient
spear fisherman, he “shot” pictures
}nstead. He was aMaster PADI
Instructor and passed on his love of
diving to his two children- Kathryn
aqd John-Shannon - as well as his
\\flfe Joan. His children are con-
vinced that one reason he wanted
tl}em to learn to dive was to carry
ll:;s photqgraphy equipment for
im.  His wifeJoan started diy-
ing at the age of 60 as part of a pact

with fri.end Petie Evans; her hus-
bland, Jim, was a 1956 Annapolis
;:n Zfrslnt:;:d 'tIl;hg two couples had |
S i eir friendship over

John and Joan frequented

Cayman Islands’ beau(ziful divitr}:;3
spots at any opportunity as well
as went diving in other places for
over 30.years. John continued to
dive until he was 80 years old. His

last dive with his children was on
his 80th birthday in Antigua. He
went zip lining to boot while they |
were there as well!

John wanted his final resting spot |
to be in the ocean in the Cayman
Islands joining his wife Joan who |
passed away in 2006. His children
— Kathryn (Mark) Voigt and John-
Shannon (Monica) Thurber will be |
honc?ring that wish with a private
service.



