~ Jonathan Jackie’ Brown

i " Grinnell resident and Professor of Biology at Grinnell College ]o:n:a- .

than “Jackie” Brown passed away on Thutsday, July 25, 2019, following

a car accident while conducting research in Hawaii Volcanoes National
Park on the big islind of Hawaii. IR S o
‘ Jackie was a loving husband to his wife, Rebecca, and father to their

- children, Amelia and Adam, He is remembered as a respected teacher,

mentor, friend, and colleague on campus, .

- Funeral services for Jackie will be held at 9:30 a.m. bn--Sur{day,.-Aﬁ- -
gust 4, at the Conard Environmental Research Area (CERA), located |
~at 11203 South 12th Avenue E, in Kellogg, Towa. Those who wish to

join.the family at the graveside intermerit service will .be guided to

- Westfield Cemetery, 1548 Jacob Avenue, Grinnell, - :
Following the setvice; at approximately 12:30 p.im., the Biown Loew -

family invites the community to join them at their home, 542 - 10th-

| Avenue, Grinnell, for refreshments and to informally share remem: -

. brances of Jackie as they Begin the sitting of shiva,, . .. ‘

e

. . Those who attend the funeral are ehcouraged to carpool'and arrive ©
-+ early to allow time for parking and walking to the CERA Center: . = - .
- Grinnell College will hold & memorial service and: celebration of
- Jackie and his wotk at a'date to be announced during the fall semester,
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Jonathan (Jackie) Brown

August 1, 1961 — July 25, 2019

Saturday, September 21, 2019
2:00 P.M.
Herrick Chapel
Grinnell College




Jonathan “Jackie” Brown, Professor of Biology

Jonathan “Jackie” Brown, professor of biology, died Tuly 25, 2019,

at the age of 57, following a car accident. He’d been conducting research

in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park on the Big Island of Hawai’i.

After joining the biology department at Grinnell College in 1995,
Tackie rose quickly to the rank of full professor. He regularly taught
Tutorial; Tntroduction to Biotogical Toquitys Organisms, Evolution, and
Ecology: Animal Behavior; History of Biological Ihought; and
Mechanisms of Evolution. Jackie whole—heartedly"‘embraced the liberal
arts. He loved not only biology, but also literature, theatre, art, and
foreign languages. He was pivotal in the transformation of the biology
department’s first-year teaching into a model whete students learn fo ask
questions, develop answers, and then communicate those answers in the
way that biologists do, and his deep pelief in the active nature of
practicing biology was reflected in every aspect of his teaching.

Jackie was admired and loved by bis students and-colleagues for
inspirational teaching, supportive mentoring of stadent researchers, and
dedicated service. His research in ovolutionary biology generated dozens
of scholarly publications, earned generous support from the National
gcience Foundation, and left a legacy of numerous former students who
themselves became professional scientists.

Jackie spent countless hours at the Conard Environmental Research
Area (CERA), where he served as director and often taught. He
integrated long-term rescarch on fire effects in prairie and woodland
ecosystems into his biology classes. He also skied at CERA, hunted deer
there with friends, and simply ety oved long walks on the prairie. He was
dedicated to helping students find joy in aature and the study of it.

Jackie attended Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota, where he
met his wife Rebecca Loew. He completed his doctorate in zoology at
Michigan State University’s Kellogg Biologjcal Station in 1989, He then
took post-doctoral positions at Cornell University in Ithaca, New Yok,
and Bucknell University in Pennsylvania, where he also served as &
visiting assistant professor.

He is survived by his wife Rebecca Loew and his two children,
Amelia Loew and Adam Loew.

Donations may be directed to the Nature Conservancy, Hawali
chapter, Ka'u Preserve; the Jackie Brown memorial scholarship; or
CERA.



