 CAREER HERE STRETCHES BACK70 YEARS s ¢

H-R publisher Dorothy ™
Pinder dies atage 97

' Dorothy Jeanne Watt Pinder, a long-
time journalist at and publisher of The
Grinnell Herald-Register who devoted

“countless hours over decades to the
community of Grinnell and to sturdy
supportofitsresidents, died peacefully
‘Thursday, Sept. 5, at Grinnell Regional

| MedicalCenter,surrouﬁded'bythe_love
| other family. She was 97. Acelebration
of her life will be held at a Jaier date.
Her life was inspired by her love of
journalism, her commumity service in
Grinnell, het deep family ties, her faith
and her commection with nature. She
wonmultiple awards forher dedication
to journalism and civic action and was
alwaysreadytolendahandataPTOQor
city function, comfort those who were
suffering, or make a gourmet-quality

‘meal foravisiting delegation of foreign .

diplomats ot a pile of cockies for a
crowd of kids. . o

She wrote two books, “In Old Grin-

nell” and “Grinnell: Then and Now,”
rooted partly in a series of immensely
popular historical essays she wrote for
the Herald-Register about the history
of Grirnell, on topics ranging from the
Monroe Hotel and the Spaulding Buggy
Company to the Old Stone Church and
the grave of a baby buried along the
Mormon Trail in southern Grinneil.
‘Thé books connect local residents.
and pewcomers to places amd events
important to the community’s history.

. Dorothy Jeanne Wait wasbornAug. ¢
29, 1922, in Des Moines, the daughter .-
“of Lawrence Barton Watt and Hazel
Mae Erickson Watt. .~ _ :
Her ties to journalism and print- |
ing ran deep. Her father began his .
long career in publishing at'age 14
as a “printer’s devil” with the Adams
County Union-Republicanand thenthe
Villisca Letterwhere helearhed tohand |
~ settype and rum asmall press before he

arrived at Grinnell College in 1910. He. |

wasa 1914 Grinnell College graduate | - | eé H-R
and worked part-time in the newspaper . ‘
industry here while eaminghisdggree. D_o\'Othy "eann' q-d+5—
He was working at University Publish- | Watt pinder <o 4 c
ing Company, 2 commercial prmtshop . ' anne Wal inder, 97, ©
which performed all printing for the Dorothy 1€ A eacefully TS 2y,
state, in Des Moines when Dorothy, ! Grimnell _dleg Pat' Grinnell Regior
fhie couple’s first daughter, was born. - " Sept. 3, 2015, 'guxroundedbﬁheloye
The family soon moved. to Storm - Medica’lcﬁmgéwices arepending Wi

Lake where the .Watts purchased ofherfamily-SEL L

- The Storm Lake Register which later Smith Funet

merged with The Storm Lake Pilot-Tri-
_ bune. Dorothy graduated from Storm |
Lake High School in 1940 and then |
studied for two years at Cotiey College |
in Nevada. Mo., a college sponsored |
by the PEO organization. ‘
“She then entered a recenily-estab-
- lishied“ttechnical journalism” program |
at whatisnow Iowa State Upiversity as ‘
one offive women admitted to the first
«class in that degree program, earning a
Bachélir’s degree in 1944 in journal-
ism with a specialization in food and
. nutrition. - ' '

She moved to Chicago where her
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s contimied on page 8 .
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Her Jife and that of her family con-

tinued to be woven nto Grinnell his-
tory. In 1954, Al and Dorothy Pinder

in, pioneer costumes drove a‘team of

‘oxenpullinga Conestoga wagon inthe

Grinnell centennial parade. Inthe year

of ihiesesquicentennial, 2004, they were.
“honored for servic o ihe
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' commﬁteesofﬂleﬁnﬁﬂﬁﬁm Birfim mﬂty Shﬂwasanacthemember c;fthe_:Sst.'__. N

 Theatre, Griniell Comritunity Day"- Paiil’s Episcopal Chiurchicongregation,
_Care and the Grinnell Arts Associa- - taking part in the Altar Guild, Sunday

" fhon, predecessor of the Grinnell Area . ‘school teaching and other responsibili- -
Aris Council; serving on-the Grifmell - ‘ties. She was a leading member of the -

“'Parks and Recreations Board, which ' chutch’s Happy Birthdays Unlimited. *

" expanded and ppgraded parks and the - fundraiser in which wonien of the.
“city’s recreation departinent aswelias charchibaked cakes ordered by families
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sreooking and teaching Oels * ’anéinpd_er"(RoycechlﬁofGﬁnﬁeH‘;

cook. She nevermet an ingredient that - - two granddaughters, Juno Pinder and

.-confounded her. and.enjoyed adding '-Pho‘ebe.ﬂ?indér,-bbth of Los Angeles, .-
v tastes. and dishes to her knowl- Calif ;hersister, Mary Ellen Colli f

A B G :._‘,: 2 Ayl
" hers. A fellow media professional pro-.
i ourfavorite sumination:,
speefal dition, 2.

+* Dorofhy worked onthe family pa
afier Ko marriage ungil:she fretived,™ .
asishe-put it, o raiseichildren.. When * -
'the youngestof her children completed: -
high school in 1979, Dorothy feturned
o fulltime: journalism, taking up.-
oles at the Herald-Repister incTudin,
“wotmen’s: page- editor. Grinnellians” -

and? 's,itbr_sfﬂowed-t;hm_u;ghﬂlé REWS-

fellow hum: fHat 5o taahy Bnje
-and appteciated i her. She filled thiat
tole; in,the newspaper and the COmy .
‘munity until her retirement in 2010, -



R The Grianell He-l:ﬁm;l{.égis‘eﬂ' Thursday, September 19; 2019 —page§







