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*“Mary W. Cometford, 76, of

2019, ather home..

A Memorial Mass has been .
scheduled for. 10:30 am., Satr
urday, January 4, 2020, at
St,.Mary Catholic Church in’
- Grinnell with the Rev. Ross Ep-

. died on Monday, December 2, .

foltow at Hazelwood Cemetery.
in Grinnell. A reception: will
be held at St. Mary Catholic
Church following the burial.
Memorial contributions may
e dirgéted to Cacholic Charl
i ties.of the Archdiocese of Mi-
‘ami ot to Doctors Without Bor- -
dets both for Haiti and mailed

in care of Smith Funeral Home, PO Box:368, Grinnell, lowa 50112 -

Mary wag botn on December 16, 1942, in Oskaloosa,  Llowa; the

" daughter of Thomas and Gertrude Van Niewnal Sawyers. She gradu- -

ated from Grinnell Hight School, 1961. On August 11, 1962, she was

' ‘United in marriage with Thornas M: Comerford, at St, Mary Catholic -

Churech in Grinnell, A union of 57 years! She supported her husband -

' financially while he completed his college and graduate studies. Tn"

1972, they moved to Miami, Florida, where Mary completed her edu- -

cation-with a BA in Anthropology at Florida International University -

and a Master’s Degree in Public Health from the University of Miami -

| where she worked at the Scho'ol of Medicine for 40 years doing der--

.

- matological and AIDS resedrch, writing articles, performing statistical -
_.analyses, and teaching statistics.. - o

“Mary was & voracious teadet with alarge library of books; ,eépedallys
mutder mysteties and scientific books. She enjoyed raising lier: three™

* children, playing games with her threc grandchildren and going to - |

thetr activities, traveling to many U.S. cities, to England, to Iretand

. and ciuising Caribbean lslands. She was also a Univérsity of Miami * |-
fan and attended many haseball and football games. Also, she was a

life-long Chicago Cubs fan attending many games at Wrigley Field arid

" other National League cities. .~ .- S ‘ _
Survivors include her'husband Tom; son, Christopher and daugh- -
- terdndaw, Kellie, of Poriipano Beach, Flotida; daughter Naricy Pado "
and her husband, Mike; and granddaughter Leanne Marie of Orlando,,
 Florida; son, Sam, bis wife, Yornet, grandson, Aiden Pierce and grand-
" daughter, Madison Marie of Miami Shores, Florida; and her brother, .

Dr. john Sawyets, his wife Julie and their children, Matthew, Jenny and

. Ross. She was preceded in death by her parents, and ‘a brother-inlaw,
William Comerford. : CU o . '

Pompano Beach, Florida, and.
formetly of . Grinnell, Towa, -

ping officiating. Interment will |




