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Emily  Ann Pfitsohiinidied
January 21 2022, of
complications associated
with  Covid Pheumonia apd
congestive heart fajlure a¢ the
age of 96. She was 4 member
of the Mayflower community
since 2017 and resided at the
Mayflower Health Center
beginning in April 2021, She
died in the company of her
children Jack, Connie, and Bill
at UnityPoint Health - Grinpe]]
Regional Medical Center.

Details of = the intended
Memorial Service are pending,
Emily was born April 5, 1925,
to Stella and William Hollis
in Overbrook, Kansas. She
graduated from Overbrook
High School in 1942 and the
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Lawrence, Kansas, They moved from Fremont, Nebraska, to Grinnel],
lowa, in 1948 where they rajsed their children and were active members
of the Grinnel] College and town community for more thap, 70 years,
Emily studied Spanish and earned a Teaching Certificate at Grinnell
College leading to 24-year career (1964 to 1988) teaching Spanish
and subporting the internationg] Program in the Grinpel] schools,

mily received an Honorary Degree from Grinnel] College in 2017
in recognition of her lifelong Positive influence o the Grinnel]
College community, mogt notably “her boys” - the several generationg
of Grinnel] College athletes coached by John who found steady
source of support with Emily,

Emily’s devotion to maintaining her personal physical and menta]
fitness were inspirational to af] who knew her. She read widely, was an
active bridge player and member of the Levart Club, and welcomed
people from all oyer the world inte her home, She and John traveled

and students,

Emily was devoted to her family and celebrated the lives of her
children and their spouses: Jack Pfitsch (Patty), Connie Vanderhyden
(Thomas), and Bill Pfitsch (Andi AIexander); her grandchildren and
their spouses/ partners: Hollis Pfitsch (Magdeline Kawinski), Woody
Pfitsch (Maria Murray), Jane Pfitsch, Sam Vanderhyden (Adley), Wil
Vanderhyden (Luisa Rivera), Max Vanderhyden (Curran Johnson), and
Jacob Pfitsch (Natalie Abbene); and her great grandchildren: Oskar,
Feliks, Camille, Evangeline, Vera, and Zoe, She knew in her heart
that they will carry on her legacy, Scoot, Emily Anp, Emily, Mom,
Grandma Em, and now Great Grandma Em was preceded in death by
her parents, siblings, and John, her husband of 64 years, Emily wil] he
greatly missed an her memory treasured. Memories and condolences
may be shared with her family op the website of Smith Funera] Home
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 Emily Pfitsch
Celebmtzon of Life

The famﬂy of Emily
Pfitsch invites you to |
join us.in an informal
~ celebration " of her life |
from 4 to G p.m. on |
- Saturday, May 14,2022,
at GmmellHouse, 1011
Park Street, Grinnell,
s Towa. Lightrefreshments
% and drinks will beserved |
: - and, weather permitting,
g ; the celebration will be
: outs1de onthe lawn Parkmg isavailable on Park Street
and 5th Avenue. Emily touched the lives of count-
less individuals as family member, teacher, mentor,
role-model, and friend. We want the celebration of
B her life to be a time for sharing memories and stories
by all who are inspired to do so. Please share this
information with folks who knew Emily and may
“not have seen it. :




