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~ ELLENMERCK
Dec. 23, 192_4 = Oct. 27, 2023 |

Ellen Merck, 98 of Grinnell anq
formerly of Montezuma passed
away October 27, 2023 at St. |
Francis Manor ip Grinnell. Servic.- i

may be -made to: the, Hammond ;‘
Center, Heifer Project, Mont- |
.€zuma’ United Methodist Church
or the Grinnel] United Methodist
- Church:. Holland-Coble Funera] |
‘Home of Montezuma is i charge
of arrangements, - -
"Ellen Arlene Merck ‘was born
Deqember»\23‘,"1924 on the Towa/
Poweshiek : County line eagt -of
Deep River, to George Jacob Rank
and Freela Lou Hicklin Rank, Spe
had "three ‘younger brothets, Ber-
hard, Dary] and David, Ellen was
graduated from Deep River High
School in 1942, .+ - S e
- After going to William Penn, she
Wwas able to teach country school at.
Bunker Hill ang Scott #7 as we]]

Thornburg, e g
- Ellen wag ‘united in Martiage
to-Bugene Jordan Merck Febry- |
ary 23, 1946. To this union three |
children were boin, Rebecca, Lynn
“and JoAnn; ‘The Merck’s also add-
ed Dwaine Gooding to theijr family
in 1954. Bugene ang Ellen started
farming SE of ‘Deep River after
they were married, then bought the
farm NE of Montezuma,
_She was active in the church, Farm
Bureay; 4-H leader, Grange, cards,
bopcorn group, and going on many
trips. Gene and Ellen visited ey-
ery state, Canada and Mexico and
Went to visit thejr granddaughter,
Kathy, in Denmark Visiting other
countries while there. Sewing was
Ellen’s Passion, she made close to
500 pillow case dolls, quilts for
every child and grandchilq. o

1

" At the Hammond L,'enter,‘ sne
continued sewing and made tlz:rc-l
tle mops for everyon}e1 a:ld sev;de

B . 3 | . - . m
rayer pocket quilts, she also
1s)trl?‘ryfedpanimals, bears and geese;i -
Ellen grew vegetables and she an
Gene even became master gar&en— ‘

together. A
eéflenglbved planting flowers in shogs {
and made ‘everyone bring her a pair
of shoes: Her Christmas cactus wa(si.
hér pride and joy. Ellen was a deygte

Christian. - Watching church ser\gcgf
‘on TV was her usual, routine on u}?
day -mornings after .moving to t,;\e
Hammond 'CéntqrA_s‘isj‘l,stg :

She is survived by her children,
Bécky Schlesselman \‘(15 Gnél}?:::)n@g |
Steve) Wiley of" ew Sharon;
i(c)in(us sori, Dwaine qudmg of West

Burlington, daughter-ln—lzt‘wi Dolgna

Merek. of Kalona; grandchlld.ren_, ‘B?l}j

Schlesselman, Kathy '()Hznlm_nfg)Elon :

nnie (Christian) Zulauf, on-
gﬁﬁ:ﬁ? ]éiécheri, Melissa ((?{lutlt;
‘had Wiley, Ryan ate

Spurgeon, Chad Wiley, el

ck, Michelle Merpk,, Er el

1(\}/[c?tr)cl‘iﬁg; 20 great grandghlldren, and
one great great grandchlld.; brothers, |

Daryl (Nell) Rank and David (Nat}qy) :

Rzgyk as well as many other relatives

R ’. dS.« ) . l
a“grgé:ging her in death 1s_l}ep1v1u>sc-1_‘
band, Eugene; her parents, _Gegrge ar]l§ -

Fre’e‘l,a Rank; her son, Lypn Me;:lclk 3

her ‘brother, Bernard (Lucille) R d,

son-in-law, David. Schlesselman an

daughtér—in-law, Vonda Gooding. .
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