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‘Elizabeth“Betty” Ernst

Betty Ernst, 98, of Mayflower Homes
in Grinnell, died Thursday, Nov. 8,
2007, at the Mayflower Homes Health
Care Center.

A memorial service will be held at 2

~—p:m-Tuesday; Nov. 27, the Carman ™

Center at Mayflower Homes, with Pas-
tor Jan Reimers officiating. Interment
will be m Michellville, Iowa, at a later
date.

Bomn in Victor on Nov. 14, 1908, she
was the daughter of Carl Watson and
Mertie Lemmon Hempstead. She was
raised in various eastern lowa commu-
nities and graduated from Muscatine
High School. She received her
bachelor’s degree from Parsons Col-
lege and, later, a nursing degree from
Northwestern University in Evanston,
1. '

OnJan. 1, 1934, she married George
Campbell Erpst in Stuart, Towa. The
couple lived in Ames; College Park,

+Md.; Syracuse, N.Y.; and Madison
Wisc. They eventually settled in Lin-
coln, Neb., where they resided for 27
years and where she worked as a regis-
tered nurse. '
- Thh couple moved to Mayflower
Homes in Grinnell to retire in 1974.

She was a member of the United
Church of Christ-Congregational and
the American Association of Univer-
sity Women. While living in Lincoln,
she served as a docent of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska’s Sheldon Art Gal-
lery and volunteered with Camp Fire
Gitls, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts. In
Grinnell. she was a member of the
Stewart Library Board of Trustees, the
Grinnell Art Galiery Commission, and
the Grinnell Historical Museum Board
ofDirectors. She taught Sunday school,
both in Lincoln and at the UCC-C in
Grinnell; and spent occasional sum-
mers as a camp nurse at UCC summer
camps in Nebraska and lowa, also
teaching campers her love of the out-
doors. '

She is survived by a son, Stephen C.
Emst of Berkley, Mich.; two daugh-
ters, Mary Jane Scharenberg of West
Lafayette, Ind., and Jean Porter of
Mission, Kan.; five grandchildren;
seven great-grandchildren; and a
brother, Jean Hempstead of Ames. She
was preceded in death by her husband,
her parents. a grandson, a great-grand-
son, a sister and two brothers.

Memorials may be directed to. the
Mayflower Homes Human Needs
Fund, the United Church of Christ-
Congregational in Grinnell or Grinnell

‘Regional Hospice.



