Wra—s;WPioneer Of
Richland Township

_ Robert v_\iand_e.:xjs_?j'. Ashby, son of
Thomas and Ann Ashby, was born in
Mercer County, 111., Nov. 29, 1857, and
passed away at the farm which has
been his home for so many years,
about 9:00 Friday morning. March 30,
1928, aged 70 years, 4 months and 1
dav.

He was the second son 1n tue fam
ily of eight children—two of whom
preceded him in death. Three bro-.
thers, Wm. of Chicago. George and,
Thomas of Des \loines, and his sister, ’
\Irs. Martha Thompson, together with !
his immediate tamily were at his bed-
side during his recent illness. An-
other sister, \rs. Robert Ferguson of
Rockford, Il arrived after he had
passed away and was present at the
funeral.

His parents of sturdy English char-
acter anxious to enjoy the freedom
nffered in America, gathered togeth-
er their tew possessions and set sail
for this country. Remaining bhut a
short time in the east, they settled
sn the then open prairie in western
1ilinois. Here they reared their fam-
ily, and the son, Robert, at the age of
nineteen, seekKing opportunity as his
father before him had done, came far-
ther west, settling in Richland, TWD.,
Jasper Co., Iowa, 51 years ago, and
which with the exception of {wo years
has been his home ever since. On
Aarch 10, 1886 he was united in mar-
riage to Mary Jane Gay. who seven-
teen years ago preceded him in death.
To this union three sons were born—
Henry M., Arthur w., and Robert T.
all of the immediate neighborhood.
and who were with him continually
during his illness and death.
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RScx'vice§ were condliyc—tré'd by Rev
o.oslz)ertA Ll.ncoln. Sabbath afternoon at-
:e.nd;d. i))nl 1, in Bethel Church. at-
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