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L MICHAEL AUSTIN. .

Michael Austin was of Irish birth,
and exnigrated to this country in boy-
hood, enlisting in the Civil War in the
Twenty “first Massachusetts infdntiy in
1861." He served thru the war, being
engaged in some of the severest battles
with the Army of the Potomac. He was
taken prisoner at the siege of Peters-
burg and served five ‘months in Libby
and ‘Salisbury prisons. " He came west,
graduating at Iowa College in 1811, and
in the law departmént of the State
University 1874. : -

' He enterEd upon’ the practice ot law

in 1880, as attorney for the firm of Cra-
ver & Steele, afterward being associ-
ated as a partner under the firm nnme
.of Craver, Steele & Austin. s

As a citizen of Grinnell he was ﬁrst
and foremost in every good thing, and
was associated with practically every
good cause requiring character or public
spirit until the removal in 1830 of the

director and treasure; and later “with!

prises. .
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of the ablest members of that strong
body.
. The- past. two years he ha.s been i
broken ‘health and -has steadily grow
weaker until the end came la.st Satur
'day morning. B
“He is survived by his wife, who has.{
a very large circle of urinnell friends
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n

most men. .~ ¢ : ke
- The tuneral was conducted at the

Congregationa.l church this afternoon

triend, Prof. L. F. Parker.  :~

Tho twenty years have’ passed since
Mr. Austin moved from here, the large
cirde ot G"L‘;:‘."“ triends has ‘vemained.
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at -Toledo, .Jowa, coming to (}rinneli4

company’s plant to Harvey, Ill. Selllng]|
his interest in the plant, he bec‘ame’l
identified with the  Plano Mfg. Co. a.sI

other auccessful manufacturing enter 1

L

He has been trustee of Iowa. College
since 1886, and was recognized as one‘

% tather alwaye sald that t.he good blood
n

to mourn the loss ot one of our toreQ‘
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at 1:30 o’clock in charge of his lit&long,
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“He' wne “born in Ireland into n‘ ther
wenlth nor” large opportunlty. ‘but z'r
ther into" the lomely, Adepresslng 1ot of
the. pennileaq ‘orphan. " He is believed
to be the descendant o! a Cromwellian
soldier, who settled there. . The fairies
of hope or- promlse rarely visit such a
child. : They came to him for the first
time ln the home of an orthodox New
England ‘deacon  in whose nature 80
many ﬂnd more of winter ‘than of sum-
-+ Déacon’ Sabl.n &nd “his fnmxly
gave a royally human weleome -to the
rngged iad made stronger and wiser by
adveralty “and ready to” respond to ev-
ery word of deed of kindness. A daugh-
ter _in the Sabin - family “writes Mrs,
Aistin:’ '*“The immediate ‘nncestor of
the Austlns m Ireland .wfas a clergy

was very evident ln your good hue-

in ‘the army at ‘slxteer, in'a Massa.chu—
setts regiment. ' He was ln b@ttle at-
,Nowbern, Bull “Ru
bridge" [

| of twenty with the] bearing of a ‘soldier;

. Blake ot Towa " whlspered "The Wes,t1

siege .of Petersburg,-,“ where n rebel.i
tort, with” lte 300 sold s, wa.s biownq
into’ the1 “atr,’ and g ‘ci-“'ter"‘ twenty
five or. thlrty feet deep Was Bcooped
out in the’ ‘earth. fncompetent offi-
cers Tished hls regiment lnto tha
death trap unsupported. A useles
deathor - snrrcnder awa.ited every one)
of them," Onr young goldier” climbecl
out of the snare fo Apend. five moiiths
in~ Salisbury and  in Libby prison!
where a tunnel almost to freed m Wa]
destroyed by a ﬂood “1

The “war over, a . lfe-WOX'k was
sought The West beckoned Mr

 dasiin

and Iowa College » “Soon & young man

the _energy of 'a man, and & ‘manifest
purpose prophetlc of - achievement‘

athlete before he ~bad
1ughy, the boarding club he originated

constant. a.nd all join ln the testimony
that a ‘man_of highest character, suc
cessful experience and warmest huma.n
sympathy lms been removed trom our
midst.”
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laddressed the wrlter in his yard ln4
Grinnell “I 'want to enter your col-
lege. - Can I?” weré his Words.. Thay
dropped like shet. “They revealed the,
man. Evidently he was worth know~’
ing. . “Come in. We wlll talk about
lt in the house.” . : 7
I wanted to have my tamily hear
what he had to say and how be said it.
His past years and things hoped for
were nnvelled with tra.ukness A new
friend was on ‘our list.. -
‘Six years of college reia.tions fol
lowed. He Wwas a dillgent ‘student, an
thought

:and controlled was a model, - and he
graduated with’ t.he "$1,000 which he
brought here. v
"He taught school and the scholars
had “no dispopitlon to sleep. They
awoko, indeed, to the bea.uty and the
duty of manly purpoee “and effort.. He
became a lawyer and was the legal ad-
visor of manufacturing firms in which
he was a sf¥ckholder and 'a director.
He' was an emlnently successful busi-
ness man for which his early years ‘of
wrestle had glven hlmpreparatlon
Through all_ buslnees life he cher-
ished a patriotlc and ‘phllanthroplc in
terest - that, transcended ‘all pemounl
oonslderatlonn. ‘ dld hla tnll share

iatef, and .t
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tive religiously. The chureh gave pub—
lic mtl formal thanke for aid by him-
gelf . and hls wife, and teacher and
taught -were pre-emlnently lnterested
in his bible class ofa hundred enrolled
members. 7x When disedse” was slowly
and surely> conq ering the vigorbus
man he retained his interest _ln “all that
was highest,® and when Tear the “end,
he, exclaimed' "How bea.utltul rupon
the mountalna” arg the teet of hlm ‘who
| bringeth *"good tidln' : 'Beautiful!
‘Beautifull®; The et 'f?like ‘,“;'a

walking wlth Isaliah and the" prophets
He - then sank mto a. qu“iet aleep, in
whlch breathln} becamé” “gentle | gnd
quleter Bt till !t ceased to be.” e
The funeral/ exerelses in ‘Chicago
were conducteci by Dr. J. M. Sturte-
vant, his forher past’or in Grinnell.
At the’ _memorial servlce heré Prof
Buck read the scriptures, Prot Parker
spoke of hle ll!e in general President
Maln spoke of personal ‘relations, and
Mr. Atin’ P Hainee empha.sized his
(Ulr.tul intercst it  in young men and his
remar hle aﬁectlon m"a ﬁﬂ

and Dr. Pearl Somers “was eculiarly]
sweet ;,nd approprlate. “‘“

or het’ fﬂ.lsl)a.nds life ot eunsh'lne.
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