PRt

father who worked as a meat cutter. He
had an older sister Opal, who taught coun-
try school, and two younger brothers.

In an interview with The Republican,
in Nov. of 1990, Badger shared some of
the following stories of his life with then
editor Catherine Stephens.

Badger started grade school in 2 class
of 26 students, but by the time he gradu-
ated high school only 13 were still in
school. Of those 13, he was the only one
to attend college.

“My folks bought a graduation suit for
me, so I would have something nice to
wear while T was in college. I remember
the material as a kind of green burlap,”
Badger joked.

“I arrived in Montezuma the year the

new school building was completed, th
building that is now the junior high
school. ' -

“Kenneth Cox was the first person to

call me Doc. During the first Montezuma
football game of the 1928 season, one of
the players was having leg problems. 1
went into the gym to offer my assistance
to the coach and recommended a few
stretching techniques. Ken was captain of
the team and said_something Jike, .
“Thanks, Doc.”
and it stayed with
me all through the
years.”
Badger was mutu-
ally liked and re-
spected by faculty,
students and par-
ents alike.

Darrell Brand
served as principal
" afew years after
Badger had retired. Having been a teacher
during Badger’s administration he re-
members what it was like working with
the man. ’

“I don’t want to say he commanded re-
spect, but you respected him a great deal.
One reason was because of his wisdom
and the other reason was the fact that he
had been here so many years,” said Brand.

“The foundation of our school system
began with Mr. Vanderwal, Doc Badger,
and Irving Gabriel. Those guys were here
forever and they built a very strong foun-
dation in terms of belief systems and in
the way things should be. They were all
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Robert J.H. “Doc” Badger

Funeral services were held for Robert
J.H. “Doc” Badger, 98, of Wesley Acres,
s Moines, IA on Friday, Dec. 8, 2000 at
-m. at the United Methodist Church,
tezuma. Rev. H. Burr Bryant offici-
ated at the service. Jason Badger, soloist
and Tom Sandholm, pianist performed
“Amazing Grace” and “His Eye Is On
The Sparrow.” The congregation sang
“How Great Thou Art” accompanied by
Miss Alice Underwood. A Masonic ser-
vice was held by members of Lafayette
Lodge No. 52 A.F. & A.M. and an Eastern
Star Service by members of Lafayette
Chapter No. 232 O.E.S. Interment was in
the Masonic- Cemetery, Montezuma,
Casket bearers were Alec Badger, Steve
Lovick, Phred Linn, Jason Badger, David
Linn and Ron Linn. Honorary casket bear-
ers were Frank Wheeler, Gayle Creswell,
Sylvan VeVerka, Waldo Vannoy, Chris
Wray, Danny Carroll, Loel Ferguson and
Phil Evans.

Robert J.H. “Doc” Badger died Mon-
day, Dec. 4 at lowa Methodist Medical
Center in Des Moines. He was born Janu-
ary 29, 1902 at Murray, IA, the son of
Wilburt and Estella (Westhafer) Badger. He
graduated from Murray High School and
received his Bachelor degree from the Uni-

ity of Iowa. He began teaching at
ington, IA then Hartwick and
Thornburg before coming to Montezuma
in 1927. He taught shop and science be-
fore becoming an administrator and prin-
cipal. In 1966 he received his masters de-
gree from the University of Iowa.

MR December

On Noy. 27, 1939 he was united in mar-
riage with Mildred Trimble at Montezuma.
To this union two sons and two daughters
were bom. He was an active member of
the Montezuma United MethodistChurch
Wwhere he taught Adult Sunday School and
was a Lay Spcaker. He alsu attended the
Iowa Annual Conference of the Methodist
Church. He was a member of the Monte-
zuma Lions Club and was a Past District
Governor. He also received the Lions’
Jones Fellow Award. He was active with
the Gideons and rarely missed a camp
meeting. A Mason, he was a member of
the Lafayette Lodge No. 52 AF & AM.
He was also a member of the Lafayette
Chapter No. 232 Order of Eastern Star. Doc
served on the board of the Girls High
School Athletic Union for several years.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, his wife Mildred on June 7, 1984; one
son, Roy Clarence; a grandson; a sister,
Opal Wood; and two brothers, Wilbert and
Cecil. -

Doc is survived by two daughters and
their husbands, Juanita and Ardie Lovick
of Washington, IA and Roberta and Roger
Linn of Correctionville, 1A; one son and
his wife John and Cindia Badger of Des
Moines; nine grandchildren; 15 great-
grandchildren; and other relatives and
many friends.

Memorials may be made to Badger-
Trimble Scholarship at Montezuma Com-
munity High School or the United Meth-
odist Church.
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very fair and they always cared. '

“If you kept your eyes open and your
ears ouna you could learn a lot from
them.” -

Lew Lundy came to Zoaon_.::u in
1959 as a coach and a history teacher
while Badger was still administrator.

“I learned a lot from him. I found out
that the things he stood for, I stood for.
He was not afraid to tell you how he felt
about something,” said Lundy.

Badger’s deep personal faith showed
through in is work.

“His faith was very important to him.

- He was a very, very solid Christian. The -

people in the community really admired

Doc as a person and as an educator,”

Lundy said.

Larry Homes started teaching 2
Montezuma in the early 1960s. He, like-
the others pointed out how Doc’s humor
in addition to his faith helped him to sur- |
vive.

“The Monte mim basketball team was :

going to a district or regional tournament

at LeGrand,” Homes said. “At that time
we were really big on riding the pep buses
to the games. Doc called ahead and mvowo
with the principal to find out when the
doors opened and to insure the students
on the pep buses would get seats.” The

rk on the dommunity

pep buses showed up at Le Grandto find
the doors n_au& open and the mon-.u
nearly all taken. :
4 “Doc was livid” Homes said. L

“He told the principal ‘you promised

# these kids seats now you're goingto find
them seats.” So he lined the students uj
and said ‘ready, CHARGE!’ And th
{ made space for the'Monte students.
People had to squease way over, but they
did it.” Homes said.
A Badger’s personal commitment to the
* school ran long hours, said to be the first
. one there in the morning, and often the
_mmﬁ to leave at night, his dedication as-
' tounded the staff.

Badger believed in secing the job

through. In his opinion, a high school di-
ploma was a necessity whether a student
planned on attending no__omo or working
onafarm. . .

Badger said “One of the most impor-
tant things is that a child needs to have a
well rounded education. Academics,
music, speech and sports all have some-
thing to add to the individual.”

Badger believed in the integrity of the
individual, that every child needed to feel
special. His faith supported that belief and
compelled him to see it through.

“] like to compare kids to apple trees.

You can plant all of the apple trees you

want, but only God can make them
grow,” Badger said.




“Doc” remembered
by those he touched

By JOHN DARDA
Assistant Editor

R.J.H. “Doc” Badger died Monday,
Dec. 4 at the Iowa Methodist Medical
Center in Des Moines. He was 98.

Hanging on a wall in a hallway of the
Montezuma Community School is a col-
lection of class photogruphs, some dut-
ing back to the 1920s.

Running your eyes across them is a his-
tory lesson in popular culture. Hairstyles
lengthen and shorten. Clothes change.
class mottoes reflect the sentiment of the
times.

If you were to take a graduating senior
from 1928 and compare him or her to one
from 1970 1t would be mind boggling to
imagine how their high school experi-
ences were different. Even more mind-
boggling is the fact that they had the same
principal: R.J.H. “"Doc™ Badger.

His funeral service on Friday packed
the United Methodist Church with fam- ’
ily, friends, educators, and admirers. The R.J. H “Doc™ deger
Masons and the Eastern Star honored him.

State Rep. Danny Carroll, a personal
friend of Badger, spoke of the man with
such humor and elloquence the congre-
gation was both laughing and crying at
once. This was a man who touched lives.

An active member of the Lions Club

and the United Methodist Church, Bad-
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Having served as

principal at .

Montezuma High 4 I like to compare kids to
School for 42 years P

Badger has left an  apple trees. You can plant

indelible mark on 1] of the apple trees you'
the community. '

Robert  John  Want, but only God can
Helwig Badger was make them gI'OW O

bornJan. 29,1902, —*“Doc” Badger
in Murray, Iowa. to S

an Irish immigrant ™




