JOHN BAKER. ppA FS

ohn Baker. a former agriculturist of Poweshiek county, who is now living
retired in Searsboro. was born in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, on the 3d of
November, 1834. His parents were Richard and Catherine ( Thompson) Baker,

lso natives of Deaver county, the father having been Lorn on the 22d of Feb-
ruary, 1799, and the mother in 1307. The father who during the entire period
of his active life engaged in farming, was living retired at the time of his
death, which occurred on the 2d of December, 1882. His wife survived him for
almost two vears thereafter, her demise occurring on the gth of October, 1884.
He voted for the candidates of the democratic party, and while residing in
Pennsylvania he acted as postmaster at Baker's Bank. Sixteen children were
born of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Baker, the order of their birth being as
follows: James, who died in Andersonville prison during the Civil war: So-
phronia. who is a resident of Detroit, Michigan: William, who is deceased:
Sidney, the widow of William Beatty, oi Beaver county, Pennsylvania; Lorenzo
B., who was killed at the siege of Vicksburg: John, our subject; Thomson,
who is living at Ansley, Custer county, Nebraska; Sarah, the widow of Benja-
min James, of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania; Mary Ann, the widow of Fred
Stralia, of Beaver county, Pennsylvania; George, who is a resident of Butler
county, Pennsylvania: Matilda, the widow of Walter Craig, of Pittsburg:
Nancy Jane, the wife of Walter Swagers, of Lawrence county, Pennsvlvania ;
Catherine, the wife of Robert Mills, of Custer county, Nebraska; Wesley B.,
also a resident of Custer county, Nebraska; Robert, who died in the army:
and Rachel, the widow of Mr. Wood, of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania.

The first twenty-two vears in the life of John Baker were spent on the
homestead where he was born and reared, his education being acquired in the
district schoois of Beaver county. After laying aside his text-books he assisted
his father in the work of the homestead until April, 1836, at which time he
migrated to Towa. Upon his arrival in this state he first located in Mahaska
county, where he worked by the month as a farm hand. In 1859 he came to
Poweshiek county, settling in Sugar Creek township where for a time he con-
tinued to do farm work. In 1888 he purchased forty acres of land, in the cul-
tivation of which he met with such success that he was later able to add another
forty acres to his tract. He still owns this property, but has for some time

been living retired in Scarsboro.  Mr. Baker followed general farming He

also had a fine orchard and made a specialty of raising stock.

On the 24th of March, 1859, Mr. Baker was married to Mis: Julia Stanley,
a daughter of Jonn T. and Mary (Berry) Stanley, of Sugar Creek township,
Poweshiek county. Mrs. Baker was born in Miami county, Ohio, on the 11th
of June, 1835, her parents having resided there for about twenty vears. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Staniey were natives of Virginia. from which state they migrated
to Ohio, settling in Miami county in 1830. In 18351 they came to Jowa. settling
on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Sugar Creek township, Powe-
shiek county, which Mr. Staniey purchased. He later added to this another
eighty acres. continuing to make his home on the farm until his death on the
27th of March, 1888. The mother survived him until the r5th of August, 1890.
He was a supporter of the democracy and served as township trustee, while
both he and his wife held membership in the Daptist church. The family of
Mr. and Mrs. Baker numbered six children, five of whom are now surviving:
Mary C.. the wife of Paul Nelson, of Rochester, Minnesota: Wesley, who is a
resident of Kendall, Missouri: Lucy Jane, who is deceased; George, who makes
his home in Mahaska county, Jowa: Clarissa: and Cora, the wife of Bert Sex-
ton, of Sugar Creek township.

The familv always worshipped in the Christian church, of which Mrs.
Baker iz a member. and fraternally Mr. Baker has been affiliated with the Ma-
sonic order for forty-three years. His political support he gives to the republican
party, and for several vears served as road supervisor. Many notable changes
have taken place in Poweshiek county during the long period oi Mr. Baker's
residence, in all of which he has ever taken a keen interest.




BAKER, John bh. Beaver Co., Pa.
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Sharon and Cora Sexton. Mr.
Baker came to Poweshiek Co. 1859
and practically all of his life ha.s
been spent near the place of his
first Jowa home. Ob 1929

Barnes, Minnie Imogene b. Grin-
nell Mar. 10, 1866, d. Oct. 5, 1931.
'Married Geo. H. Barnes 1886. Ob



