BEELER. JOHN S. b. Ma:
Co., 1a. 1845, one of a family of
children of Fred and Nancy (Dol-
jarhide) Beeler, TheY were mar-
ried 1836 in Ind. and 1837 came to

1a, living first at Muscatine.
, 1871 Mr. Beeler m. Ellen C. Beeler.;
dau. of Geo. M. and Nancy (Car-’
| penter) Beeler. . 10 chil.; Ira C.i
ora F.j Geo. F.; May (Mrs. L. A.
Winters); Nancy A. (Mrs. Joe
\Bradley); Mary (Mrs. B g. Morri-
son); Jonn C. Qark C. Janie
\ (Mrs. John Reed) and Clara.
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nearest white neichbor [ived a distance of six miles
from his home. [ndians were very numerous and
kept the familics of the pioncers in a state of error
for fear of treachery and a general uprising among
them. Mr. Beeler owned twelve hundred acres at
one time, hut afterward disposed of a considerable
portion.  He is still living on the same farm on
which he originaily located in Linn County.

Our subject’s mother, who before her marriage
was Nancy Daodarbide. was born o Indiana in
1821, and of her sixteen children who Lrew Lo
mature vears fourteen are now living, namely:
Surab, Eliza, Melissao Fred, Joln, DMary. Lewis,
Lillen, Nancy, Jones. George, Fmma, Alice. Dou-
ziag. Charles and William, eight sons and eiglt
danghters. Koth parents are members of the Moth-
odist Church and are passing their declining
years in peace and in the enjoyment of an abund-
ant competency.



JOHN S. BEELER. Lo 2

The memory of John S. Beeler, for the past forty-five years a resident of
Poweshiek county. carries him back still further to the pioneer days of Towa,
when a large part of this great state was yet open prairie and little was known as
to its resources.

He was born at Marion, Iowa, September 13, 1845, and was a member of a
family of sixteen children—eight sons and eight daughters—of Fred and Nancy
(Dollarhide) Beeler, the former of whom was a native of West Virginia and the
latter of Indiana. They were married in 1836 at Indianapolis, and in 1837 came
to Towa and lived for several years at Muscatine, where the father engaged in
work in connection with the river traffic. From that place he moved to Linn
county, Towa, and toak up land at Marion, heing nne of the early settlers of that
section. The Indians were still wandering at large through the country when he
arrived in Linn county and he maintained with them the most friendly relations,
often trading horses with his visitors. This was a favorite diversion of the
early days. He was a man of good business ability and a large landowner, pos-
sessing one thousand acres of good Linn county land. In politics he gave his
support to the democratic party, and in religious belief affiliated with the Metho-
dist church, of which he was deacon and trustee. IHe took a great interest in
education and was a valued member of the school board. A man of many ster-
ling characteristics, he was greatly respected wherever he was known. He died
February 12, 1895, having then reached the age of eighty-one years. Mrs. Beeler
was called away five vears later.

John S. Beeler, of this review. received his early education in the public
schaols of Marion, Towa, and also had the advantage of attendance at the high
school in the same town. He was reared under the favorable conditions of farm
lite, and even as a boy displaved remarkable strength and ability in his work.
One day, in a few hours, he split eightv-five railroad ties. He followed this occu-
pation for twenty-seven days and then in December, 1866, arrived in Poweshiek
county and went to work on shares under his uncle, George M. Beeler. In 1868
his father gave him a farm in Linn county, which he soon afterward disposed of.
and settled on productive land in Poweshiek county where he has since continued.
He is now the owner of six hundred acres, and his wife owns sixty-eight acres
in this county. He also owns three hundred and forty acres in Missouri. He has
for thirty-five years been a large raiser and feeder of stock, devoting his attention
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, especially to Hereford cattle and the breeding of Percheron horses, in which he
“mias attained an enviable reputation.

On the 22d of January, 1871, Mr. Beeler was united in marriage to Miss
Ellen C. Beeler, a daughter of George M. and Nancy (Carpenter) Beeler, and of
this union ten children have been born, namely: Ira C.. who is now living in
Washingtown township; Ora F., who lives at Hugo, Colorado; George F., of
Pleasant township; May, who became the wife of L. A. Winters, of Jacob, Iowa;
Nancy A., who married ‘Joe H. Bradley, of Missouri; Mary, who married E. S.
Morrison, a business man of Grinnell; John Cleveland ; Lowis Clark, now engaged
in farming in Sugar Creek township; Janie, who married John Reed, of Pleasant
township; and Clara, who is now a student in the Grinnell high school.

Politically Mr. Beeler gives his allegiance to the democratic party. He has
peen a candidate for member of the lower house of the state legislature at two
different elections but, his party being in the minority, he was unsuccessful and
met with defeat. In religious belief he adheres to the faith of the Society of
[riends and through life he has aimed to be guided by the teachings of this worthy
organization. Fortunate in possessing qualities of mind and heart which are
inseparable from honorable manhood, he won the respect of neighbors and ac-
quaintances and for many years has been a tower of strength in the community.
He has always been loyal to every trust and has ever been ready to assist in every
movement for the upbuilding of the section. It is with pleasure that this record

is here given of one of the clear-headed and noble-hearted men of Poweshiek
county.

MR. AND MRS, JOIIN 8. BEELER



innell Cud i |
. HELD SUNDAY

1

S L

|

Many . Attend_Servicés

sy

I

SundayAfteyiobl
Methodist Church."

i
L= " .

T — e LT

. Funeral services for the late John A
8. Beeler, well known and highly J]
respected "éit}'_zén of Grinnell, "were .
beld - Sunday afternoon from the
Methodist church, with hundreds of |
friends and relatives in attendarce. J
Rev. H. 8. Wilkinson officiated and |:
burial was in Hazelwood cemetary.
The honorary pallbearers werc
‘George Ross. E. H. ‘Bump, D. M.
Sylvester, Ansel Moxley, - W. H.
jAlley and A F. Swaney. "Acting pall-
bearers were L. P. Jordan, Norman
Pilgrim, Dean Eichhorn, T. S. Mason,
James  Marsden and George . C.
Murray. T
| Relatives from a distance were ||
Mrs. Addie Stookley and son Conrad, ,
Mrs. Lucille Leatherberry and daugh-
ter Louise from Cedar Rapids, *L. A.
Windhurst and dalighter, Mrs. George
,Vagstad of Claremont, Minn. - One
json and two dau’g_hters, Mrs. Bradley
aud Mrs.” Morrison were unable to
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When he was twenty-one years ofg
age he came to Poweshiek Countyi
and hegan working with his uncle,
 George M. Beeler. The remaining;
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CARD OF THANKS (
i We wish to express our deep.-
‘appreciation and thanks to the many
friends for their manifold kindness T
shown to our father, John S. Bceler,l
during his last iness !
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John S. Beeler
Early Settler

Perhaps the oldest person born in
Towa in this vicinity is John S. Beeler.
Mr. Beeler was born at Marion, Jowa,
September 13, 1845, and came to
Washington township in 1866. He is
just past eighty-four years old. He
has been selected by those in charge
of the pageant to be used as a type
of an early settler in JIowa. His tall,
commanding form, vigorous health
and age added to the fact that he has
been an estimable citizen, a man of
energy and industry, make him es-
pecially suitable to hold this honor.
He will appear in the pageant as one
of those who have helped make Iowa
what it is industrially, religiously,
commercially and educationally.

———

JOHN S. BEELER
~ OLD RESIDENT
~ PASSES AWAY

Died This Afternoon At
The Home of His

Ao,
Sroie
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John 8. Becler died at the houme
of his daughter, Mrs. John Reed on

Droad street this afterncon at 1:15.
He had been in very poor health for '
several  months.  Funeral arrango-ﬁ
,ments have not been made at tho]
heur of going to press. g

John S. Beller was born in Marion, |
Inwa. and came to this county sixty-
five years ago. He was 88 years.z
7 months and 6 days old. He leaves
to mourn his loss a sister, Mrs. |
Addie Stooke of Cedar Rapids, and,
two brothers. Louis and Will of |
Mankato, Kansaz. His children liv-!
ing are Ira C. Beeler, Grinnell; Ora
S., Hugo, Col; George and Clark of,
Grinne!l: Mrs. J. H. Bradley of
Linens Mo.; Mrs. Ed. Morrison,
Charles City, Tlls.; Mrs. John Reed !
of Grinnell. .Two <daughters and one%
son deceased. Twenty-six grandi
children and ten great grand child-
ren are living.

Mr. Beeler was a very active man.
He was loved by everyone and he
always had something kindly to say
to you. He retired from the farm ;
some years ago.
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