.« BENSON, Willis Clinton, s. of
Jas. and Sarah Benson was born
in Jamestown, Ohio Oct. 23, 184G
and d. Jan. 13, 1921 at the home
‘of his dau. Mrs. Horace Ent. Hel
iwas the oldest of 11 children.
[Married Emma Tish in 1871 and
;thby had 7 children: Mrs. Horaco,
{Ent, Mrs. Alta Myers, Mrs. Hcr-{
man Klugar, Mrs. Rosc¢o Bartlett |
Willis and Charles. Mr. Benson |
resided in Searsboro a number of |
Yyears coming to Grinnell some

time ago to live with his daughtcn‘
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Willis Clinton Benson, who is engaged in the produce business in Sears-
boro, was born in Fayette county, Ohio, on the 23d of October, 1846, and is a
son of James and Sarah (McPowell) Benson. The parents were aiso natives
of Fayette county, where the mother passed away in 1848. The father, who
was a cobbler, migrated to Iowa in 1830, locating in Benton county, where he
followed his trade for two years. He purchased a farm at the end of that time
and engaged in agricultural pursuits, continuing to, be identified with that avoca-
tion until about twenty-five years prior to his demise, which occurred on the
15th of April, 1896. Mr. Benson was a republican in politics and fraternally
he affiliated with the Masonic order. Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Benson
there were born two children of whom the daughter, Sarah M., who is now
dleceased, was the younger.

As he was only a lad of four years when his father settled in lowa, Wiilis
Clinton Benson obtained his education in the common schools of Benton county.
The experiences of his early years were very similar to those of the majority
of boys who spend their lives in the rural districts. He early became familiar
with the routine work of the homestead, his duties and respoasibilities increasing
with his age and development. After leaving school he gave his entire atten-
tion to the work of the farm until he was twenty-two vears of age. He subse-
‘uently came to Poweshiek county, locating in Sugar Creek township. but later
e removed to Clarke county, lowa. and purchased a farm upon which he

resided for four years. Disposing of his interest at the expiration of ‘hat time

he returned to Poweshiek county, settling in Sugar Creek township, where
he rented a farm. He followed agricultural pursuits until 1893, when he
removed to Searsboro and engaged in the produce business for four years, At
the end of that period he withdrew from this occupation and returned to the
country, where he engaged in general farming until 1906, when he again went
into the produce business, this time being associated with Charles Evans. At
the end of the first year he purchased his partner’s interest, and has ever since
conducted the business alone. He handled all kinds of produce, in addition to
which he is also the agent for the Delaval cream separator.

On the 7th of May, 1871. Mr. Benson was united in marriage to Miss
Emma Tish, a daughter of Samuel R. and Catherine (Shafer) Tish. Her
father was a native of Pennsylvania and the mother of Ohio, in which state
they were also married. The father, who was a farmer and a cabinet-maker by
trade, came to lowa in the early days. acquiring a farm of two hundred and
fifteen acres in Sugar Creek township. The mother passed away on the home-
stead in 1897, and the demise of the father occurred in the same piace in April,
1904. He was a democrat, and Mrs. Tish was a member of the Christian
church. Mrs. Benson is also a native of the Buckeye state, her birth liaving oc-
curred there in 1853, To Mr. and Mrs. Benson were born the following chil-
dren: Wiilis, who is a resident of Clemens Grove, lowa; Elizabeth, the wife of
Horace Ent. of Grinnell ; Sarah Ann, who is deceased; Alta, the wife of Richard
Myers, of Sugar Creek township: Ida, who married Herman Kluger, of Swea
City, Towa; Charles A., who is living in Grinnell; and Goldie, the wife of Ros-
coe Bartlett, of Brighton, Iowa.

His political support Mr. Benson gives to the democracy. He has served
as city marshal, while for the past five or six terms he has acted as constable.
In matters religious the views of both himself and wife coincide with the
principles of the Friends church, in which they hold membership and in the
faith of which they reared their family.
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WILLIS CLINTON BENSON,

A loving hushand, an indulgent
father, a true neighbor, a generous
friend, an industricus and honest cit-
izen has been called from earth to
join the hosts in Paradise.

Willis _ Clinton Benson, a son of

"~ James and Sarah Benson was born

in Jamestown, Ohio, October 23,
1846 and died Jan. 13, 1921 at the
home of his daughter, Mrs. Horace
Ent, Grinnell, Iowa, aged 74 years,
2 months and 18 days. When nearly
4 years of age he moved with his
parents to Shellsburg, Benton Co., Ia.
He was the eldest of eleven children.
There still remain three sisters and
one brother. They are’ Mrs. Fred
Benford, Mrs. Chas. Dorsey, Mrs. Isaac
Tertentar and John Benson. He was
married to Miss Emma Tish May 7,
1871. To this union were born 7 chil-
dren, one of whom preceded him to
the better world when a small child.
Those renraining are Mrs. Horace
Ent, Grinnell, Ia., Mrs. Alta JMyers,
Searsboro, Mrs. Herman Klugar, Swea
City, Mrs. Rosco Bartlett, Brighton.
Willis Bensgon, Marshalltown and
Chas. Benson, Grinnell. Clint (a name
»y which he was familiarly called)
was a tiller of the soil for a number
of years until he was satisfied his
strength was not sufficient to stand
the strain of that vocation. He then
mads his home at Searsboro, doing
whatever hig hands fcund to do. With
the exceptien of 53 years which he
spent in Clark Co. Ia., he has lived
in this enunty for ncariy 32 years. He
held “he office of Constable for
Creck twp., foi the last 20 years.
neighbors all regarded him as an

honest, upright and patrictic citizen.
In cempany with Chas. Evans and my-
self orme fall we followed the fairs,
selling “juice” and as he took charge
~of nearly all the cash. at the end of
rour journey he divided up with his
pals, an equal division dnwn to the
‘last cent. This satisfied the writer of
“his perfect honesty of character.

Some years ago an evangelist held
a series of meetings in Searsboro at
jwhich time the deceased was conver-
‘ted, and believing in baptism by im-
?mersion only, he with some others
jwas Baptized dn the little brook that
‘makes its way on the western border
jof Searshoro. Altho not endorsed by
|the Friends creed he joined that
church and remained in that faith
until the end. His anffering for the
past two years has been of untold
agony but he now rests from his sick-

lness in the lea%xm of the blest.

"The Services were conducted in the
presence of a large congregation of |
sympathizing relatives and friendsby
the Friends pastor. His body was
laid to rest in the (“'unpbplh ceme-~

texy E‘ﬂ,bt of Searsboro F‘xc‘a.) the 14

In obedience to God's will that man
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