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Alvin Blodgett was born at Dow-
aer’s Grove, 111, Dec. 15, 1841, Died at

‘olorado Springs, Colo., Feb. 12, 1920.
{e ‘was married to Ophelia”J. Smith,
3ept. 1, 1866. To this union were
sorn eight children. six ‘now living:
Toster, of Bellingham, Wash., P. L,
»f Minneapolis, Minn., Ernest, of Hax-
wun, Colo.,” Archie, of Denver, Colo. and
Mrs. Etta Kaufman and Mrs. Grace:
Caple of Colorado Springs, Colo. |

Many Grinnell people will also re-|
‘member Clara, who died here in 1903.}

Mr. Blodgett moved with his par-!
ents to Iowa in 1853, lived three miles
west of Central City until 1893, when-
he moved to Grinnell to give his fam-
ily the best school privileges and two
of his boys graduated from Grinnell
College and three of his children grad-
uated from Grinnell high school, and
five were in Grinnell College at some
time.

! He moved to Colorado Springs in
1905 where he has since resided.

The Blodgett family has a long line
“of noble ancestry. Alvin is the last of
"the eighth generation who "have lived
in this country.

It is recorded in the Fitzwilliam,
Mass., Record, that Thomas and Su-
s;anna Blodgett with two children came
here from London in the ship “In-
crease” in 1635 and settled in Cl;elms-
ford, Mass. And it was indeed pioneer
days when Joseph Blodgett crossed the
Mississippi river in a ferry boat at!
Dubuque and drove an ox team into
Linn county onto a place which his
children and grandchildren so long
held. There were but a few families!
in the county at that time, and there.
i

iwere many privations a#d bitter ex-
jperiences but the will-power and sta-
{bility of character of such as they con-
jauered and they indeed laid lasting
{foundations for future generations.

| This recurd would not be complete
without also a reminder that the
church as well as the home and com-
munity was a part of the family life.
In the true sense of the word the Blod-
gett family is a Christian family whose
very life from 1635 has been woven
into the life of the Congregational
church, the church -of the Pilgrim
faith. ’

The Congregational church at Cen-
tra] City, the larger one at Grinnell
and the Second at Colorado Springs
had a pillar of faith in the presence
and life of Alvin Blodgett. N

He has enjoyed the companionship
sf his wife, one of God’s best wives
and mothers, for 53 years. His
children rise up and call him blessed.

He had given himselt unsparingly
for their best interests. B

Services were held at Central City
and Colorado Springs.

He was buried in the Blodgett ceme-
tery near Central City located on the
old family farm.




