DENNIS BRYAN. el 239

The most superficial observer as well as earnest and discriminating student
quickly learns that the Bryan family has long figured conspicuously, promi-
nently and honorably in connection with the annals of Poweshiek county and
it is, therefore, meet that mention of Dennis Bryan be made upon the pa;;res of
this volume, He was born near Jamestown. Ohio, on the 23d of June, 1832, a
son of Alanson and Esther (Mendenhall) Bryan, who were alsu natives of that
county, the former having been born February 4, 1808, and the latter January
12, 1809. They were married November 14, 1827, and on the 12th of Octobe;,

1849, they arrived 4l Oskaloosa, Iowa, having traveled across the country with

teams from Ohio, leaving their home in that state on the 1oth of September.

Extended mention of tHe parents is made in connection with the sketch of
Bedy Bryan on another page of this volume. About 1868 they removed to Ham-
ilton county, Iowa, where the mother died in 1874, after which the father came
to Poweshiek county to live with his children. In 1849 he made a trip to Oska-
loosa where he purchased two hundred acres of land lying in Poweshiek county.
Upon thig farm he established his family and remained the owner of the land
until he went to Hamilton county. From time to time he entered other tracts
until he became the owner of nearly fiiteen hundred acres in Jackson, Scott and
Pleasant townships, of which he gave to each of his living children one hun-
dred and twenty acres.

There were eleven children in the family: Morrison G.. who died in Ohio
in the winter of 1848; John M., of California; Rachel. who became the wife of
Joseph Boni and died in Washington; Dennis ; Bedy, now living retired in Mon-
tezuma; William A.. of California: Rhoda, who died in Ohio; Neri E., of Cali-
fornia; Mre. Talitha Harner. of Montezuma; Andrew A., of Montezuma ; and
James J., who died in childhood. Andrew was a soldier in the Tenth Iowa In-
fantry during the Civil war, while Neri was a member of the Eighth Iowa
Regiment.

Dennis Bryan was a youth of seventeen when he accompanied his parents
to Towa and remained upon the home tarm until 1352 when he was married near
Oskaloosa. He then began farming upon his own account and in 1853 he re-
moved from Mahaska to Poweshiek county and settled upon a tract of one hun-
dred and twenty acres given him by his father. its location being about a mile
north of Montezuma, in Scott township. He added to that, becoming the owner
of one hundred and sixty acres, upon which he placed substantial improvements.
Year by year he carefully tilled the soil and made the property a very productive
and valuable one. For forty-seven years he lived upon the place and then re-
tired from business life, taking up his abode in Montezuma in November,
1902.

In 1852 Dennis Bryan was married to Miss Sitnah A. Pierson, who was
horn in Logan county, Ohio, May 12. 1833 and in 1850 accompanied her parents
to Oskaloosa, Towa. She died upon the home farm in Scott township Novem-
ber 18, 1868. The children of that marriage were: Rosalie Araminta, who was
born March 11, 1834, and died February 1T, 1860 : Lvdia E., the wife of E. P.
Michener. of Lee county, lowa; Alice May, who was born May 24, 1858, and
married Edwin Michener, her death occurring some years later in California;
Francis H.. of Pasadena, California. who married Nettie Sanders and has three
children: Minnie Isadora, who was born November 18. 1862, and is now de-
ceased; and Lindler N., who was born February 2, 1865. and who married
Mary R. Evanston, of Minnesota. and has four children. Having lost his first
wife, Dennis Bryan was married on the 23d of November, 1870. to Mrs. Cedella
Martin, who was born in*Tippecanoe county, Indiana, in 1835, and was reared
in Tllinois and came to Poweshiek county in 1868. She is a daughter of Levi
Shaw and widow of John H. Martin. by whom she had one daughter, now
Mrs. Laura M. Hatch, of Los Angeles, California.



