F arewell To A i
Good Friend

Funeral Senxces for John M.
Campbell Are Held Thursday
== from Methodist Church.

HE CAME TO ICWA IN |
A COVERED WAGON

Served In TUnion Army During
Civil War and Was a Pris-
oner In Andersonville,

A life of varied experience and
adventure came to its close when
_John Camphbell passed away Tucs-
day morning at the ripe old age of
87 years. He was a young man
when the storm of the Civil War
swept over the country and like so
many other high spirited young
men he left his home to wear the
blue of the Union army. He was
captured and was one of the thou-
sands of Union prisoners who ex-|
perienced the hcrrors of confine-
ment in Andersonville.

Mr. Campbell did not talk a
great deal about those stirring ex-
periences of his youth but occa-
sionally he did mention them and a
story which appeared in The Her-
ald of Sept. 30, 1930, contained
one of the few published accounts
of his army experiences.

Every one liked John Campbell.
For many years he had made his
home in Grinnell, a good citizen
and a friendly, pleasant compan-
ion. He was a valued member of
Gordon Granger Post, G. A. R,
whose thinning ranks are still fur-

ther depleted by the passing of this
good comrade, and of the Elks
lodge where he was valued as a
friend %nd a brother.

Funeral services were held
Thursday afterncon from the
Methodist church, conducted by
Rev. W. J. Fowler. Pall bearers
were Floyd Hatcher, Elmer and
Charles Hayes, Walter Neely,
Hugh Sanders and Hugh Mec-
Cleery. Burial was in Hazelweod.

January 25, 1846, at New Cumber-
land, West Virginia. He was the
eldest son of Thomas and Rebecca
Campbell. When the Civil War
broke out, although he lived in a
border state where allegiance was
divided, he stood firm by the Union
and enlisted in Battery D, 1st Wést
Virginia Light Artillery of which
he was a member when he was
captured. After spending five
months in Anderscnville he was
paroled and returned to the Union
army.

He was married to Sarah Castor
Dec. 29, 1870. For nearly sixty
years they journeyed through life
together until their perfect com-
panionship was broken by the
death of Mrs. Campbell in Decem-
ber, 1929, The year following
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Can:p-
bell came to Towa and settled on a
farm west of Newburg. They
come to Iowa in a covered wagon
and when they drove into the little
settlement of Grinnell they passed
the home in which they were later
to reside for so long.

In 1891 they came to Grinnell to
live and with the exception of two
months have resided at the pres-
ent home on East Sixth Ave. since
that time.

Three children were born to Mr.
and Mrs. Campbell. One son,
Frank, died in infancy. Two chil-
dren, Bess R. and Lewis D., survive.
Mr. Campbell is also survived by
two half-brothers, Albert and John
Albaugh of Pittsburgh, Pa. Albert
Albaugh, who is a claim agent for
the Pennsylvania railroad, came
from Pittsburgh to attend the fu-
neral as did Mrs. Josephine Kelly,
a cousin of Bess and Lewis Camp-
bell, who drove from near Musca-
tine.

Mr. Camphell ha¢ one rule in
life which he always followed: “Do
as you would be done by.” The
life which has closed was one of
friendship and good deeds and he
will be missed by all whese lives
have touched his in life’'s long
journey.




In Trust For Grinnel

" With the death of Bessie Re-
becca Campbell, tha last sur-
viving child of John M. Camp-

. Income From John Campbell Estate Left

I's "Worthy Poor"

bell, colorful Civil War veteran o

who died on April 4, 1933, the
city of Grinnell comes into pos- |
session of the net income from'
a trust established by Mr. Camp- !
bell to become offective after |
the death of his two children, |
David L. Camp_bell and Bessie !
R. Campbell. Miss Campbell was !
the last survivor. The poor of
Grinnell will benefit.
Five Farms i
Mr.  Campbell’s will, which
was admittad to probate in'
Poweshick county shortly aftcril
his d~ath created the trust which
includes the income from five'
farms. comprising approximately
900 acres of land located in Jas-
per and Poweshick counties. In,
addition thare is the family
dwelling at 1802 Sixtn avenue |
and some personal property.
Beneficiaries ;
Beneficiaries of the trust, ac-
cording to the will, are to he
“the worthy poor of the city of
Grinanll” The will directs that
the trustee shall piy the income
to such persong at such times'
and in such zmounts as shall be.
determined by the mayor and ;
city council of the city of Grin-
nell. ;

. i
No Publicity /!
It is recommended that spe- |
cial praference be given to thuse !
who may be in need of hospital |
care or medical attentjon, It is:
also provided in the wil] that |
under no circumstances shall the
names of those receiving assist-
ance under this trust be publish-
ed.

Under the operation of the |
trust the procedure will be that!
‘the city council and mayor w,l] |
make recommendations for {he
payment of amounts to  the|
worthy poor of Grinnell, and
the trustee will execute their |
Tequests so far as the income !
from the trust permits. i
" Carl E. Child has been desig- |
nated as the trustce. .
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J. M. Campbell
L]
Estate U;ltlg%ately
5—Goes To Poor
(From the Montezuma Repubhcfmt )
Wilma I. Rayburn w.as appoin :
ed by Judge Dan Harx;xlttir; isstzptce
x and trustee o '
ziu.':]x:hn M. Campbell of Grmr;.e;l,
"a civil war veteran. The .ru(;isg_
was madc Saturday here 11.1 hisl
trict court. Mr. Campbell, in s
will, left his estate to - his >
children, David and Bes§1e Catr:tpg
pell, in the form of a life es Neai
At their death the property, ;ity
and personal, will £0 to .the awi,
of Grinnell for use m.t‘akmg are
. of the medical necessities for_ e,
oor. It is to be undf:r the d?re :
fion of the mayor and council o

! Grinnel. )
:Gr'll‘he original will named Grinnell
' State bank as execu?or of t'he e:;
tate” but under the apphcatloz]:,I as
filed, this was changed to
' Rayburn.
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John Campbell Tells Of His |

/

. In Andersonville Prison|

@  ExperiencesIn Army And

1 One of the folks who has read with:
'interest the Herald junior’'s exper-,
jlences and reflections on a trip |
| through the Shenandoah Valley last '
;summer is John Campbell. John was,
;all through that country when he was
‘a soldier in the Union Army duringix
| the Civil War and these stories have |
. ;aroused his memories of the old,
i days.
! John was in a reminiscent mood
the other day and talked quite free-’
:ly of his war time experiences. He
{first broke into the game of real)
i fighting at the battle of New Market
‘in the Valley and remembers very
, clearly the boys of the Virginia Mili-
;tary Institute, the school in which
i“stoncwall" Jackson taught beforc
ithe war, and their part in that en-
i:ga.gement. He says that the boys
: were some sharp shooters. He was
jin the artillery and says that so many
‘Eof their men were picked off by these
j juvenile soldiers that they were
forced to retire. .
3 John was up and down the Valley
jquite a little. Staunton, the birth-
iplace of President Wilson is one
!place that he remembers well. This

;was quite a Confederate depot of
iupplles and he says that he saw

nough tobacco opened up and de-
troyed there to pave the streets of
Grinnell, always providing that to-
bacco is good for paving.

His last wartime experience was
as a prisoner of war. To see him now.
hale and hearty at 85 years of age,
it is hard to realize that he was one
of the living skeletons who came out
of Andersonville. He was captured
in "2 ‘mountain pass over in West
Virginia with about one hundred
other artillerymen. ' The . Confeder-,
ates closed in on them as they were
passing through a rocky defile and
as they could not elevate their guns
enough to bring them to bear and;
had no other weapons to defend,
themselves they naturally  surrend-
ered. T N A o
Their captors marched them ™ to
Lynchburg, Va., which was also one
of the spots on the Frisbie itinerary,’
and from there by slow -progress.
they came to the famous, or rather]
infamous stockade at Andersonville. |
That was in 1864, when the prison
was in its most crowded condition.
It was a tract of twenty-five to thir-
ty acres, with fairly steep hillsides
!to the north and south, narrowing
down to a draw in the middle through
which ran a stream, with a slough
at one end. ‘The space occupied by}
the prisoners was surrounded by a
stockade made of logs set on end. In-
side the stockade was the famous

“dead line,” to keep the prisoners
.away from the fence. It was made

of logs driven into the ground so
tuat two or three feet projected
above the surface and to the tops of
the logs boards were nailed to make
a continuous line.

{ the interior of t

i could possibly !
‘not see how any more Lo clx)‘owded.'
f the'
l shelter that many of th
]g:;sotr?eers had was furnished by their
| own shirts which they fastened to-

pe accommodated, it W

lgether as makeshift tents.

hanging of six pris
lows.
cti
| present day. They had pra
‘Ir)obbery until the decen
the prison wou
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clubs and took the leaders prisoners.
. These six were condemned and were
‘hung. Others were condemned to run
Ithe gauntlet, a process in which sev-
,eral of them lost their lives.
! John was also there when the fam-
‘ous spring broke out, regarding which
'so much has been written. There had
‘been a series of very violent storms.
"The prisoners could see the branches
whirled from the trees in the woods
. urrounding the stockade by the
‘wind and the lightning. One of
these storms was so violent that the
.creek through the stockade overflow-
.ed, and some of the stockade was
washed away. The Confederates
posted artillery to cover the gap,
but the prisoners did not attempt to
escape.- After this storm, they saw
a little stream running down the hill-
side. They tried it and found it was |
good water. The spring had broken
iout inside the deadline and several
prisoners were shot by guards when
they reached over too far in their
effort to fill their cups. As a mat-
ter of fact, John says, there was al-
ways plenty of water but it was of
inferior quality and the spring wat-
er was prized on that account. ’
Wirtz, the commandant at Ander-
sonville, has been stigmatized as a
.brute in human form, was not so bad
;as he has been painted, according to
{John. He recalls two instances in
particular when he thinks Wirtz did
{well by the prisoners. One was
{when he took charge of the six ring
'leaders who had been captured,
i guarded them and turned them over
| to their executioners after they had
.teen concdemned by due process of
{law. The other was in connection
iwith this spring. He sank a barrel in
(the ground to collect the water and
‘ran it out into the stockade through
:a wooden trough so that the prisoners
‘could drink without danger of being
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- district  court

‘rlf, This is the key legal question !
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t Who is “the worthy poor of
¢Grinnell?”

!'raised in an unusual suit con-
"testing the will of John M.

.Campbell of Grinnell filed in
Wednesday at

. Montszuma by two nephews,

" Capipbell of Churdan. =

ﬁm M. Campbell of San Bern-
" #Miho, Calif. and Charles F.

} Named as defendants in the
{ petition arc Carl E. Child of
Grinnell, trustece of the estate.
and the mayor and city council
of Grinnell.
Children Dead

The will of John M. Campbell,
who died in 1933, was made in
1931, providing that a life estate
be given to his two children,
Bessie R. and David L. and that
income from the estate be used
for reliaf of the “worthy poor”

NO. 59

~ Judge Dismisses Case Against
Campbell 'Worthy Poor’ Estate

Nephews Contest Campbell Will |
Benefiting “Grinnell Worthy Poor’

of this city. .

' Both of the children are now
‘dead, the daughter having passed
laway in October. 1951

! Charge Term Indefinite

| Plaintiffs claim that it is im-
| possible to determine who is in-
‘tended in the term ‘‘worthy
ipoor of Grinnell” as used in the

- sbaill and for thatreason ask the

tcourt for a judgment declaring
lthe will null and void and de-
iclaring them the sole-and right-
‘ful heirs at law, entitled to all’

ibenefits of the estate. 1

! The nephews also charge in-
(their petition that Campbell, :
when he made the will at the
rage of 83, was unduly influenced
by two close associates. i
| Two Carroll attorneys arc reps

i
Iresenting the plaintiffs. |
|

Judge J. G. Patterson in dis-
trict court Saturday dismissed
the suit contesting the will of
John M. Campbell of Grinnell
who provided that income from
the estate be used for relief of
the “worthy poor” of this city..

Dismissal was ruled by the
court after a motion asking that
action was filed by the defend-
ants—Carl E. Child, trustce of
the estate, and the mayor and
city council of Grinnell.

Defendants’ . Motion

As attorney for the defendants,
John F. Bierman in the motion
far dismissal claimed that plain-
tiffs were not proper parties to
bring suit in that they had no
rightful interest in deceased’s
estate. The motion also contend-
ed that the city was a proper
entity to select the ‘“worthy
poor” beneficiaries.

Nephews of the deceased,
John M. Campbell of San Bern-
adino, Calif., and Charles F.
Campbell of Churdan brought
suit this fail sceking a judgment
declaring the will null and void
and making them sole and right-
ful heirs at law. They claimed
that it is impossible to determine
who is intended by the term
“worthy poor.”

Died In 1933

The will of John M. Camp-
bell. who died in 1933, provided
that a life estate be given to his
two children, Bessie R. and
David L., and that income from
the estate later be used for re-
1L.C‘f of the “worthy poor” of this
city.

Both of the children are now
dead. t.hc daughter having passed
away in October, 1951.

Income from five farms in
thfx. trust left by the deceased
will now accumulate as an es-
tate for the city's “worthy
poor” persons to receive bene-
fit to be determined hy the
mayor and council on the basis
of_imlividual merit., The will
pt_)mtcd out medical and hos-
pital expenses for deserving
needy as one of the uses for
the funds.



