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THOMAS R. CESSNA.

Thomas R. Cessna was of Huguc-
10t ancestry a descendant of * John
| De Cessna, who came to America
{rom southern France in 1600, aftes
ihe battle of Boyne in which he
varticipated. In Stapletan's memor-
:als of the Huguenots, De Cessna 1'=}
dentioned among the heroes of tlnc*
hattle, ' ?
e located near Shippenshurg
Penn., and here Lis son John 2nd,
vas o captured and Killde by the [n-

dans, July 18, 17537, leaving four:
3ons. one of whom, John 31, was u

tmember of the Provincial Assembiy

und Constitutional Convention in 1775
vhich drafted the ftirst constitution

of the state of Peunsylvania. He
¥as a colonel in The Revolutionary
war. -

Thomas R. Cessna, son of William
nd  Rachel Cessna, the greit
2reat grand son of Colunel De
'essna, was born October 27,1827,
»n t'e old Homestead in Jedtford
~ounty, Penn., purchased by his
tncestors from Wm, Penn, and which
.8 still  retaineq by the family.
Hdere he grew to manhgcod with few
Jpportunities for education, but was
strong of character and integrity of

i

i

purpuse. In April 1848 he was unic-
:d in marriage to Sarah Koerner also
) Bedford County Penn,

In 1858 he, with his wife, two
laughters and one son, left the home
>f his ancesters and located in Scott
‘Courty, lowa. Here he amassed a
comfortable. fortune and reared his
famnily of .seven children, Mrs. Sam-
tel Durnside, Mrs. VanEvera, N. iv.
Jessna, Mrs. Weller Robinson, John
r'. Cessna, Mrs. A. D. Jacobs and
Mrs. T. 1. Poage, all of whom are
dviny today.

- In 1884 Mr. Cessna sold his inter-
{ st in Scott County and followed his
-hrec c¢lder children to Grinneii.

He was not yet ready to settie
lown to a life of inactivity. but at
onee interested himseif in real es-
ate and did a thriving business tor
en years.

Ile has been for many years a
103t tuithfui and untiring meiber o1
he Methodist Episcopal church be-
ing a Trustee or Deacon for all tai.
time,  His benefactions to his citurch
; Wwere manitold, and his wire (ouuse,
twas always o be depended  upon.
.U Was four years the first ofSep
ember when his wife, the cherisieu
‘ompanion and helpmeet for more
han fifty-eight years, passed to tuc
ife beyond. From this time “fatli-
2 Cesena” like the bruised reed.
1as been bending under his incoun-
iolable loss, and the weight of years.

His chief pleasure in these- late:
/ears has been in /kindly ministra-
tiong far those he loved. Visiting the
sick and needy was counted a priv-
-lege, carrying his words of cheer,
vith a bit of fruit and. flowers o.
L siore substantial gift.

His familiar form will be missed
n the streets, in his church and
nost of all in the homes of his
children who rise up and call him
Nlessed.




