YIRS, GEORGE L.

@  CHRISTIAN DIES

AT FAMILY HOME
fhuarch—— (57 |
Life of Love And Of)

Beauty Is Ended !}

After 78 Years

A life of loveliness ended last
evening with the death of  Mrs.
George M. Christian, at her home
on DPark street. She had been in
fjilir‘: _health ever since an accident
in 1920, which left her unaple In
walk without the aid of crutches,
and for several weeks her condition
has failed steadily. A few weeks
ago, her daughters, Miss Jessie, and

Mrs. Sumner Bump, were  sum-
moned and thus, with Mrs. A. C.
Lyon of Grinnell, and her devoted

husband, the family was privileged
to be with her during her last days
on earth.

Mr. and Mrs. Christian were the
parents of six children, Charles and
Mabel, who died in infancy; George

Herbert, who died in 1914, and
Alma Lyon, Jessie, and Margaret) ¢
Bump. :

Grinnell is acutely conscious of
its loss im the death of this rare i
woman. Her life was not , anj
ordinary life in any sense of thei
word, for it was marked through-|
out hy brilliance, by high intellectual
and artistic attainments, and, trans- 4
cending all else was a capacity for "
living that is given to but few tol,
know. "‘.

Margaret Rowse was born in{!
Newport, Kentucky, 78 years ago0
on® February 2. When she was kil
a little girl sheé came to Davenport. '
Almtst from her infancy she gave
evidence of unusual musical quuli-l
ties and artistic appreciation. At
the age of thirien she was orgnnist“
in onc of the large churches in.
Davenport, and in her youug wirl-1.
hood she possessed a voice of such |,
unusual bea.utyA that she was senti‘
to a vprivate gschol in DBoston. Here
under the chaperonage of her uncle ‘
the famous Samuel Rowse, pm‘h‘nit!
painter and lecader ol the American
art school she came under the in-
flucnce of artists and leaders whose
influenced  dliey

work for decades

Her uncle \
most

nation and the world.
was regarded as one of the
gifted painters of the period, and his‘
position in American art was coul- |
parable ' to  that of Sir Joshua'
Reynolds and Gainsborough, abroad. |

Under such tutelage the gi[tcd\
young woman attracted the atten-
{ion of the greatest articies and the
homes of great men were open to}

her. Among her plcasant recol- |
lections were those of visits  and
weck-ends spent at the homes. . Of !

LdamesdiEén Luwel, Ralph “Waldo'!
Emerson and Henry Wadsworlth!
Longfellow. [
So brilliant was her career that !
she was regarded as one of the most |
promising sopranos in America and |
her uncle had arranged to give her‘
further training in Paris when sl\ei
decided to forsake her art to be-i
cotne the bride of Gceorge M. Chris-;'
tian. They were married in 18691,
und‘a year later came to Grinnellf — Ho—
where they Rave lived ever since. ‘_ithe beaw, that she saw around
The par~that Mrs. Christian play- jand the dewy abiding affection
cd in the life of Grinnell is well ;.J‘ew steadily with the years ser)
k'no.wn. Here her three daughters gs a Perbetual penediction t(; )
were born and educat’ed and the loveliness.” ~In t\,le brilliant musi
family- have been active in  all ‘ecareer of her' daughter, Jes:
phases of social life and civic famed on twofontiheits a,s a le‘
development. Ior years Mrs. Chris- ing artist, she salw ép‘itonli,vled&(
tian's beautiful voice was heard in’ ‘art she h.zui forsaken to- ) h
the Congregational church and long daughters success éﬂiblz "I\l-’) ;e te ‘.
ago the people of Grinnell came to ‘of her life w;n;l’ci t;e (‘/(')' L tS !
honor, admire and love her. {seems to the writer \.j:t :u(:’
Although, in giving up a career special relerence to ythe _lo"vv s
that promised so much brilliance, thie 'always held for her hl;SbaI&\ 2
Worl(l’ lost a talented artist, the partner in her happiness 'fl'il
world's loss was her family's gain, affection was unusually bea:\'ltifula
d,nd she herself rejoiced in her de- serene and few couples have i)(
cision. TFor more than she loved privileged to live to“éthe; for
her art she loved the husband and many days, each crow;ed abuix(if t
Fhe children who returned her love and to overflowing with a lo o o
;?r such generous measure that her lofty and so profound. e
lito was & Iife af oot e ey stiomoon fram
! s 2] ) y afternoon from
occasions when her children return- on Park street conduc
ed home that Mother was not there E. T. Bosw01'£11 and
to greet them ,and always her Vittum. Music wiil
gentle, setene wuature, hér love of quartet of Grinnel



Chrlstlan
Passes| ',

Was Leader in Grinnell Musie Circles
and Rare and Talented
Musician.

A
B

PASSED AWAY SUNDAY
. AT THE AGE OF 78 YEARS.

Funeral Services Were Held This Af-
ternoon Erom the Christian
Home. )

8

Margaret Rowse was born in New-
port, Ky., Feb. 2, 1849, and died at
her home in Grinnell Iowa, March 6,

927 at the age of 78 years 1 mo, and

‘days. In early life the family mov-

4 to Davenport, where she lived un-
til her coming to Grinnell with her;
husband in 1870.

She early gave eﬂdence of being a

ne musician and was sent to school
‘:1 Boston where her talent and charm
made her a welcome guest at many of
the best and most cultured Boston
homes. Her uncle, Samuel Rowse,;
was a famous portrait painter and;
jeader in the American art school,!
-comparable with Sir Joshua ‘Rey-
nolds and Gainsborough.

Under his tutelage she attracted
the attention of Boston’s cultured
people and visited at the homes of
Longfellow, Fmerson, Lowell and
others.

. city. She became organist in one of

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wads-
Her marriage to Mr. Christian {n worth Longfellow. Mr. Rowse was so

Mrs. G. M. ‘%‘hrls

“The follzwmg {bnuary‘?notlct
Mrs. G. M. Christian, read by Rev.
F Bosworth at the funeral, is mor.
complete than that printed in’ Tues-
day’s Herald:
i Margaret M. Rowse was born Feb.

3,~1849, in Newport, Kentucky "Her
father, John Blake Rowse, after com-
ing west two or three years before this
, and going into business in Cmcmnatl
' had married Angeline Owens of Ken-

.tucky. Soon after Margaret, their

first child, was born, thev came aeross

-the prairies to Iowa settling in Lou-

| fined her services more particularly to

isa C-ounty‘and later going to Daven-|

port to make their home. As a very
Yyoung girl Margaret showed such pro-
mise in music that she was put in
charge of the best teachers of that

the churches at the early age of 13
and from then until she finished High
School took an ever increasing part
in the musical life of the city. From
the time she was a small child, not
much more than a baby herself, she
was dividing her time between' prac-
ticing and taking care of a baby bro-
ther or sxster After finishing High
School she went to a private school
near Boston where she studied Eng-
lish and French and had the advan-

j other branchcs of Church work.

tages of some of the best teachers of
voice®and piano in Boston. ‘While in
the east she was under the super-
vision of her father’s brother, Samuel,
W. Rowse, the foremost portrait art-
ist of his time in this country and
was invited with him to the homes of
his friends James Ruscell Lowell,

1869 resulted in bringing to this city delighted with her voice and its re-

this young woman who was tn hava ception that he made all arrangements

such a strong inﬂuence upon the de-to take her to Europe for further
velopment of music here.” Her deathstudy and it was a great dissappoint-
is a real loss and saddens the entirement to him when she decided to be
comumnanity. married instcad. On Fel. 3rd, 1869,
_The funeral services were. held atshe was united in marriage to George!®
the home this afternoon at 2:» M. Christian and in 1870 they came!”
o'clock conducted by Rev. E. F. Bod to Grinnell. Mrs. Christian was often 7
worth agsisted by Rev. E. M. Vittun| called back to Davenport to take part
Music was by the College Strin in some program or cantata and thei
uartet. : papers always spoke of her as “Our,'
Bearers were Geo. H. Hamlln J. Jown song-bird Maggie Rowse.” Th e'
McMurray, I. S. Bailey, ¥. E. Spaulddemands on her time here in Gnnnenf
ing, Geo. R. Ross and E. H Spauld-

o

al artists to compare with her i this!
line, her touch was so delicate and.
clear. *But with her the piano never
filled the place left vacant when shej
could no longer sing. Mrs. Christian
has been a member of the Drummond
Club almost since its organization. ,1
She belonged to the Historical and
Literary Club for a number of yeass
but resigned some time ago. Mr. and -
Mrs. Christian united with the Church’
in 1887 and while Mrs. Christian had’
been singing in the Church a good’,
many years, from this time she con-

there-were rew outsiue the yL‘uLca:uun-‘
|
1

i
the Church, teaching a Sunday School'
class and taking a more active part in
As
her family grew up she felt they need-
ed her, more especially since Mr. '
Christian’s work took him out of town

at this time, and she gradually rehn-:
quished her activities outside the
home, giving up her choir and Sundayl
School work. For about twenty five
years she has been a sufferer from:
heart trouble and more recently her
lameness and defective hearing have'
caused her to avoid crowds or the
larger group gatherings, and her love
and affection have been more centered
in her devoted husband, children,
grandchildren, and smaller group uf“,
friends. Six children were born o -
Mr. and Mrs. Christian — Charles and .
Mabel who died in infancy; George ;
Herbert who passed away in 1914,?;
Jessie Isabel, now living in Chlcaga,»"‘
Mrs. Alma Lyon, who resides in this )
city; and Mrs: Margaret Bump, of,
Ross, California. Besides her husband ¢
and these three daughters she is sur-,
vived by three grandchildren, George,
Christian, Margaret Ellen, and Bettyf
June Buinp, of Califuruia, and a bro-
ther, Albert Owens Rowse of Gascon-
ade, Missouri.



Christian, Mrs. G. M. (Margaret Rowse)

b: Newport, Ky, Feb. 2, 1849. d at her hc
home inGrinnell Mar. 6, 1927 In early life
the family moved to Davenport where she
1ived until coming to Grinnell with her hus-

band in 1870. Her father John Blake Rowse
after coming west a few years before this and

going into business in Cincinatti had m.
Anggline Owens of Ky. Soon after Margaret,
their first child was born and they came
across the prairie to Iowa, 6 children were
born to them, Chas & Mabel died in infancy.
Geo. H. d. in 1914, Jessie Isabel of Chicago,
Mrs. Alma Lvon of Grinnell and Mrs. Margaret
Bump of Ross, Calif. 0b.



