Eli P. Clark

Passes Away

‘Early Resident of Grinnell and Good |

Friend of Grinnell College Dies
. In Los Angeles .

" RECEIVED DEGREE OF LL. D.

HERE LAST COMMENCEMENT |

Was a Big Figure in Civi and Finan-
cial Life of Loos Angeles But Never
- Lost Interest in G ell -

.

Yl

Angeles takes from life one of the
big figures in the civic and financial

life of that big city. Mr. Clark’s early !

life was spent in Grinnell. The old
home on Park street opposite the
schoolhouse still stands and a large
+ree said to  have been plant-
ed by Mr. Clark before 1860 has
been marked with a proper medalion.
+ ~ Mr. Clark was here at the last
commencement, & man strong aad
active, and had a delightful time with
the few early friends of his boyhood
days still living here.

His death occurred last Friday at
11:15 and the Herald almost immed-
iately received word from Mr. S. H.
Herrick of Riverside of the death of
this man, certainly one of the most
successful of all the business men
who have lived in Grinnell. Mr. Her-

rick sent us by airmail a story of |

‘his life as published in the Los
Angeles Times and in the same mail
came a story of his life taken from
the Los Angeles Herald and sent us
by Ella Cravath a former resident of
Grinnell and a friend of everything
that is good in this city.
The story as contained in the Los
Angeles Times is somewhat longer
than the other story and we are
pleased to clip ‘it entire. Mr. Clark’s
father for sometime lived on the farm
‘one-half mile south of the old fair-
_ ground more recently owned by Will-
‘iam Harris. The story from the Times
is as follows: . : .
... Eli P. Clark, for many years an
-outstanding figure in the develop-

ment of Los Angeles, pioneer railway |

‘builder of Southern California ana
a leader in civic, philanthropic and
social activities of the city, died yes-

terday at 11:15 a.m. at his kome, 9/
following '"a héart:
attack with which he was stricken||

St. James Park,

last Saturday ,night. With him at
the time of his death was his wife,
Mrs. Lucy H. Clark. . ¢

Mr. Clark, who was 83 kyears of |

age, had been in good health prior
‘to his fatal illness. He was_in, the

habit of going to his office every day (-

and had had no indication of heart
disease. Throughout Saturday morn-
ing he worked at his desk, attended
a luncheon at noon and it was not

until late that evening that he became |-
it was realized that his|

ill. Sunday

<ondition was serious.
Funeral services will be conducted

Monday at 2 p.m. at the First Con-

gregational Church, 845 South Hope |:

street, with Dr. Carl S. Patton and
Dr. James A. Blaisdell officiating.

Burial will be in the family mausol- |
eum in Forrest Lawn Memorial Park. |-

The body was taken to the W. A.
Brown undertaking parlors,

; — I
& ‘3‘&{1‘ of Eli P. cxark-a{‘L{as .

1815

South Flower street, last mnight.

Gen.

RAILWAY BUILDER

Coming to Los Angeles in 1891
from Arizona, Mr. Clark at once be-
came identified with the business life
of the city and during his residence
founded and developed many of the
important and constructive enter-
prises of the

he was associated with his brother-
in-law, Gen. M. H. Sherman, and the
story of its development also is the

story of the development of the whole |-
foothill country from Los Angeles to|

the sea. .
The company was formed with

manager. It contracted with the

Pacific Rolling Mill Company of San |

Francisco to build and equip 110
miles of electric street railway with

adequate power plant and cars. By
July 1, 1891, the first section had|

been constructéd and put into opera-
tion and by August, 1893, consolida-
tion of all the horsecar and cable
lines of the city into one system and
their conversion into the new electric
railway organization had been ac-

‘complished.

At this time there were but three

successful electric railway systems in |
the United States, which used gen- |-
erators of only 150 horsepower ca-|.

pacity. After studying these systems,
Mr. Clark insisted upon at least 250
horsepower generators for the Los
Angeles Consolidated Electric Rail-
way, and also had one 500-horsepower
generator built by the Westinghouse
company, which was the Srst genera-
tor of that size ever built.

. Early in 1894 Mr. Clark urged the
building of a line between Los An-
geles and Pasadena, and soon ac-
quired the horse-car lines of the foot-
hill city. The Los Angeles and Pasa-
dena Electric Railway was formed,
construction pushed forward and on
May 5, 1895, the road was opened
for operation. Subsequently, in 1893,
this became the first unit of the Paci-
fic Electric system.

In 1895 Mr. Clark took the first
steps for an electric line to the
beaches by acquiring the property of
the old steam railroad from this city
to Santa Monica. This road, the Los
Angeles Pacific Railway, was rebuilt
and equipped and opened for traffic
April 1, 1896. Mr. Clark was presi-

dent and manager of this latter com- |-

pany from its organization until the
(Continued on Page §).

community. Chief |
among these was the Los Angeles|
Consolidated Railway Company, now f
the Los Angeles Railway, in which

Sherman as president and Mr. |
Clark as vice-president and general |

EliP.Clark

Passes Away

(Continued From Page 1)

fall of 1909, when the property
passed to the control of the Southern
Pacific Company.

_During this period Mr. Clark and
(T:e.n. Sherman had devoted their en-
tire resources to-the development of
the Los Angeles Pacific lines until
thpy had constructed more than 200
miles of suburban and interurban
railway through Colegrove and Holly-
wood, with four connecting lines to
the beaches from Santa Monica to
‘Redo.mdo, skirting the ocean for ap-
proximately twenty-five miles. It was
this line which became Mr. Clark’s
especial pride, for it was magnificent-
ly buﬂﬁ:, equipped with the finest class
of rolling stock ever placed in service
and is recognized as the most valu-
able railway property in California.

In 1903 the site of the present Sup-
‘way Terminal Building was purchased
and by the fall of 1905 Mr. Clark -
a.nd Gen Sherman, realizing that the .
building of a subway would some day, !
be a necessity, had acquired a right
of way in the purchase of property
from Hill street to the Vineyard
powerhouse for the first subway pro-’
Jected for Los Angeles. ‘}

When Mr. Clark first came here
Los Angeles was a city of less than
50,000 inhabitants and on the verge'
of ‘banl_{ruptcy due to the financial
depression which followed the col~
lapse of the real estate boom of 1887,
but with the building of the first’
€lectric railroad, a new hope was,

‘born which was reflected in increased.
real estate values, the coming of new!
residents and the growth of manu-I
facturing industries, all of which!
started the city on the way to its|
present size and position. 1
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Ile leaves his widow and four chil- has been deeply interested.”
dren, Mrs. Katherine Clark Barnard, . . :

Mrs. Mary Clark Eversole, Miss Lucy
Mason Clark and Eugene Payson
Clark.




The Active Life And Busy
Career of Eli P. Clark

Mrs. George Grinnell has received
from Kybie Lummis newspaper clip-
ping regarding the death and funeral
services for Eli P. Clark, famous son
of Grinnell whose death a few weeks
ago was noted in these columns, Mr.
Clark was known as a pioneer build-
er of street railways in Los Angeles
and among the clippines is a series
of pictures illustrating his activities.
One picture shows the first car of ]
an interurban railway, the Pasadena,
and Los Angeles, crossing the Ar- |
royo Seco Bridge, May 7, 1895. An-
other shows crowds witnessing the
arrival of the first electric cars at
Santa Monica April, 1896. Another,
taken in 1895, shows a scene in front
of the old Los Angeles-Pacific depot.
In building these pioneer electric
lines Mr. Clark was associated with
his brother-in-law, General M. H.
Sherman.

Following is the account of Mr.
Clark’s funeral and sketch of his ac-
tive life from the Los Angeles paper
sent by Miss Lummis:

Homage to the memory of a great
soul was expressed in abundant

_ measure at the fumeral services for

i P. Clark, community builder, fi-

ncier and philanthropist, when men

d women from every walk of the
‘ty's life gathered at the First Con- |
sregational Church to give silent tes- !
timony of their regara tor a depari-
ed friend. l

Leaders from business, educational,
social and religious circles of the city
and Southern California were among
those who thronged the house of wor-
ship. There were many from humbler
stations as well who came to pay
honor to the memory of the man of
whom it was said that his greatest
attributes were his loyalty to people
and his great sense of friendliness.

Admist a profusion of blossoms of
infinite variety and coloring, stood

. the coffin blanketed with orchids and
lilies of the valley, while from the
pulpit above Dr. Carl Patton, pastor
of the church, and Dr. James A.
Blaisdell voiced the sentiments which
already were in the hearts of those
whose experience had been enriched
by the friendship of Mr. Clark.

“Let not our hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid,” was the
burden of the passages which Dr.
Patton read from the Scriptures,
wherein the hope of immortality al-
so was emphasized. After this Dr.
Blaisdell spoke briefly of Mr. Clark
as he had known him in an educa-
tional companionship.

“He stood in the heart of great en-
terprises,” said Dr. Blaisdell, “build-
ings, railroads, the things which had
to do with the fashioning of a great
city and the formation of the ideals
of the commonwealth, and he was a
conspicuous figure, but most particu-
larly he was our friend—the friend
of the city, the region, the common-
wealth and we remember him for
what he was and what he did

«It ijs hard to understand the
promptings and initial forces of a
great life, for we can never know the
real drama of the inner soul. All that
this man has accomplished has sprung

“service conducted by Dr. Patton and

“From my comanionship Qvith him

~ I knew something of the ideals he en-

tertained and of the things he want-
ed to endure in the social fabric of the
world, but before all of these things
I was most impressed by the predom-
inance of his great loyalties. There
was his love of labor in which the
task he had to do offered life’s su-
preme attraction; his loyalty to the
hlgher things of mind and his appreci-
ation of truth; his high estimation
of spiritual values, and lastly, the
greatest of these—his loyalty to peo-
ple. It is to that love that we bear
testimony today.”

Dr. Patton next paid tribute to Mr.
Clark in an eulogy of the man rather
t.h‘:a‘.n his deeds. He said, in part:

He was a man of strong person-
al convictions and he was never a-
fraid to express them, even though
he stood alone. Yet he was tolerant
of others’ opinions. He had that
great personal charm which comes
from absolute integrity within a man,
he loved the best in everything, he
was an individualist, he was a man
of deep and strong attachments with
a sense of friendliness toward every-
one, a man of genuine religious faith
and a man of great modesty. Thru-
out his long career he had kept his
faith unspotted, never lost his person-
al idealism, retained the love of his
fellow-men and reached old age at
peace with God and man. There is
no greater achievement than this.”

After a song by the choir and a
closing prayer the mourners filed
by the bier for their last look upon
the face of an old friend, and then
the funeral cortege made its way to
Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Glen-
dale, where, following a brief burial

Dr. Blaisdell, the body was lai
rest in the family ma%soleum‘.nd o
.In addition to Mr. Clark’s imme-
diate family, including his widow and
four children, Eugene Payson Clark,
Miss Lucy Mason Clark, Mrs. Mary
Clark Eversole and Mrs. Katherine
Clark Barnard, he leaves a brother
Charles S. Clark of Hobart, Okla.:
who was here to attend the services
and three sisters, Mrs. Harriet M,
Adams of Pomona, Mrs. Marv I. Kid-
doo of Huntington Park, and Mrs.
Estelle Stutz of Omaha, Neb.
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Coming to Los Angeles in 1
from {xrizona., Mr. Clargk at once %%{
came identified with the business life
of the city and during his residence
.founded and developed many of the
important and constructive enter-
prises of the commumity. Chief a-
mong these was the Los Angeles Con-
solidated Railway Company, now the
Los Angeles Railway, in which he
was associated with his brother-in
law, Gen M. H. Sherman, and the
story of its development also is
the story of the development of
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