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Charles G Cleaver

Charles Grinnell Cleaver, 78, ‘b‘ro'- ,

fessor ementus of English and Ameri-
can studies at Grinnell College, died

Wednesday, April 19, 2000, at hlS
home. —

A memorial service will be held
Wednesday. April 26, at 4:30 p.m. at

Memorials may be made to Grinnell
College.

He was born Dec. 9.1922, in Fort
Wayne, Ind., the son of Allen Grinnell.

and [rene Jessup Cleaver. He earned
the bachelor of arts degree in English
at Yale University, New llaven, Conn.,
in 1947 after serving in Asia during
World War II. He received the master
of arts degree in English and the doctor
of philosophy degree in American stud-

R ies from the University of Minnesota.
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He taught English at Hanover Col-
lege in Indiana beginning in 1947 and
the University of Cincinnati in 1954.

* He joined the department of English at

Grinnell College in 1956 and helped

develop the American studies program.’

He also was instrumental in develop-
ing the Black Studies program and
spent the spring semester of 1969 as
Distinguished Visiting Professor at

Morehouse College in Atlanta, Ga.
Introduced to Japan during its oc-

_cupation following World War II, he

spent the 1963-64 academic year as a
Fulbright Visiting Professor at Tohoku

* University in Sendai, Japan, and in
" 1975-76 served as resident director of

the Associated Colleges of the Mid-
west/Great Lakes Colleges Associa-
tion” joint yéar-abroad program at
Waseda University in Tokyo. In 1975

'he wis dne of six'educators appointed

toaspecial subcommittee of the United
States-Japan. Conférence on Cultural
and Educational Interchange. He also
spent the 1979-81 academic years at

" Keio University.in Tokyo developing -
“an Ameéncan studies program there.

In 1985 he spent a semester at the

“ East/West Center at the University of

Hawaii and after retiring from Grin-
nell College in 1988, he spent five

'years on the faculty of Shizuoka Eiwa
. College in Shizuoka, Japan.

~ He also served on several academic
boards concerned with U.S./Japanese
relations and was the author of a cross-

'cultural study, “Japanese and Ameri-
‘cans.”
Herrick Chapel, Grinnell College. -

Heis survwedby one daughter, Ann
Jessup Cleaver Bailey of Port
Townsend, Wash., .and one son, Rich-
ard Cleaver, Hamamatsu Japan. He
was précededin death by his wife of40

'years, Sara Ellen Dever Cleaver who

died in 1987.



MR Apnl 28 2000

Charles G. Cleaver

Professor Emeritus of English and
American Studies Charles G. Cleaver, 77,
died April 19, 2000 at his home in
Grinnell. ‘

Memorial services were at Grinnell
College at Herrick Chapel Wednesday,
April 26. ,

Professor Cleaver is survived by a
daughter, Ann Jessup Cleaver Bailey, Port
Townsend, Wash. and a son, Richard
Grinuell Cleaver, Hamamatsu, Japan.

His wife, Sara Ellen Dever Cleaver,
preceded him in death.

Bom,December 9, 1922 in Fort Wayne,
Ind., Professor Cleaver earned a B.A. .in
English at Yale University in 1947 after
serving in Asia during World War II. He
received an M.A. in English in 1950 and
aPh.D. in American studies in 1956, both
from the University of Minnesota.

He began teaching English at Hanover
College in Indiana in 1947 and the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati in Ohio in 1954. He
joined the Grinnell College faculty in
1956 and helped develop the American
studies program. He was named profes-
sor of English and American studies- in
1969 and spent the spring semester as

Distinguished Visiting Professor at

Morehouse College in Atlanta.

During his career, he was also a
Fulbright Lecturer at Tohoku University
in Japan.,

In 1975, the professor was one of six

" educators appointed to a special subcom-

mittee of the US-Japan Conference on
Cultural and Educational Interchange. He
also served as resident director of the
Tokyo-based Japanese Studies Program
of the Associated Colleges of the Mid-
west and the Great Lakes Colleges As-
sociation Joint Year Abroad Program at
Waseda University in Tokyo.

Professor Cleaver was at Keio Univer-
sity in Tokyo from 1979 to 1981 devel-
oping an American studies program. He
was designated Helena Percas de Ponseti
Research Scholar at Grinnell College in
1986. ‘

Professor Cleaver wrote several books
and articles, among them, Japanese and
Americans: Cultural Parallels and Para-
doxes.

After retiring from Grinnell College in
1988, he spent five years on the faculty
of Shizuoka Eiwa College in Shizuoka,
Japan. ‘

Memorials may be made to Grinnell
College.Funeral arrangements were by

Smith Funeral Home in Grinnell.



