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'Funeral Services Are Held Wednes-
day Afternoon For Oscar
. . Wilbur Clifton.

SEXTON dF CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH FOR FIFTY YEARS

In All That Time Mr. Clifton Never
Faitled In His Duty of Ringing
The Church Bell.

Funeral services were held Wed-
nesday afternoon from thé home on
Broad street for Oscar Wilbur Clif-
ton, old and respected citizen of
Grinnell, wha passed away last Sun-
day, aged 68 years and eight days.
The services were conducted by Rev.
P. A. Johnson who spoke suitable
words of the useful life that had end-
ed. Mrs. Margery Bouma with Miss
Esther Taylor at the piano, sang
very sweetly twa selections, “O Love,
That Wilt Not Let Me Go” and
“Crossing The Bar”. Pall Bearers
were Paul Meyers, William Laymil-
ler, Philip Streck, A. M. Burton,
Charles LeRoy and G. C. Murray. In-
terment was made in Hazelwood.

With the passing of Mr. Clifton,
Grinnell loses a man who has been
closely connected with the commun-
ity since he came to Grinnell as a haoy
in 1870. For fifty years, until he was
forced by failing health to relinquish
his cherished duties, a few months
ago , he was the sexton of the Con-
gregational church and during all
those years he never once failed in
his duty of ringing the church bell:
a record of service that few can sur-
pass. He held the position so long
that he came to be considered really
a recognized part of the church and
it was hard to adjust one's self to
the situation when “Oscar” was no
longer about his accustomed duties.
He was in Grinnell when the present
church was built and upon all the
history of the church Oscar was a
reliable authority.

Mr. Clifton was born at Hudson,
New York August 23, 1862. He was
the second of three George Cliftons.
His father was the first, he was the
second and the present George Clit-
ton, his Nephew, now living in Grin-
nell, is George III. When he was a
boy the family came west and after

brief stops in Austin, Minn., Mar-
shalltown and Searsboro, found a
.congenial home in Grinnell which

remained Oscar's home until his

"death.

45 Passes On.

———

: 1. 1889, he was. united in
mgz";'lil:gez with Dorothy C. Grewe. TO
union were born two
" daughters, Amy and Alice. During
the early years of hls'actlwty hgre,
he pursued the occupation of a paint-
"er and passed in and out of many
Grinnell homes, well liked and re-
- spected. He was very successful in
his work and was a devoted husband

a loving father
angf.r. Cliftgn was a member of the

Knights of Pythias lodge for some
"time and was for years an_active
“member of the Grinnell Fire Depart-

ment. He joined the Congrega.tmn.?.l

church when a boy and until his
death was a faithful and consistent

member. . ,

Several years ago Mr. Chftons
health broke under the strain of
. years of earmest toil and he has been
. failing gradually ever since. During
all his suffering he has had the con-
stant and loving care of his devoted
. wife, who did all luat could be done
‘to relieve his sufferings. Sunday,

August 10 he was takep seriously 1_11

with complications which resulted in

his death just three weeks later on

Sunday, August 31 at 4:30 o'clock

! this happy

. m.

P He leaves his wife and daughters
and five nephews, George, Earl and
Arthur Clifton of Grinnell, Richard
‘Clifton of Petersburg, Alaska, and
. Kenneth Clifton of Seattle, Wash.
| " Those who came from out of town
'to attend the funeral were Mrs. Clif-
i ton’s sister, Mrs. Sophie Mohrfeld
{and a nephew and niece, children of
:Mrs. Clifton’s brother, Robert and
. Josephine Grewe, all of Greenville,
i Towa, Mrs. Louis Mohrfeld of Lock-
‘land. Ohio, and Charles Mohrfeld of

'Tama.
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2 ‘he é K. CAT ! ‘,"C’lifton
“will'7éad With appreciation the Tollow-
ng " Tes( ﬂ(;ﬁ" - passed by fhe: church
_which héserved so well and faithifully
" for }na’ﬁi’jé@fé{ Gt :
Thé First Congregational Church of
. Grinnell, Towa, ‘.0 %o
* To_Oscar W."Clifton, our friend ‘and
U brothers AT YT T LR RINEAT
Your brk in caring_for this Church
building begdn when it was dedicated
in 1879.  You were absent from Grin-
nell for a few months, two years lat-
“er. : With this exception, .you have
worked in ciring for this build{ig from
‘the time if was  first occupied .to
March, 1928, a period of 49 years. For
about 45 years; you have had the re-
- sponsibility of being thé ‘custodian of
~ this Church.”.The pastor- who united
- you and Mrs. Clifton in marriage, re-
ceived you both into Church member-

ship, baptized and received into
‘church ;' _membership ~ your ? two
- daughtérs,  ‘says ' that he can-
- not remember,- your being absent

‘from your place for a single Sunday
during the 17 years he served with
vou.- We have reason to believe that
R s"\'xch a service has no. -pdra.llel» in 'the
history "of ‘the”Towa Churches of all

*¥ou have worked long and faithful-
..izéd you, .you -;have replied ' with
:patiérice and "kindness, - teaching "us
«lessons of goodwill and _friendlimess.
- e nps yof Jaat Gy a3 be your
< happiest days7and that they may be

iid we have faith t0 belleve that we

ith” your home : and *family,

“era] Assémbly and Church of the first-
born, who 'ay'é%?rittgn in Heéiﬁén.:':“' .
‘Pres_enféd —b;"‘the—éb .Comﬁlr-i‘txtee‘, “Mfrs.
Fannie R. Morrison and Edmund M.
Vittum, at a business meeting of the
Church, and adopted by a unanimous
vote, May 24, 1928. - :

-

“and if at ahy time we have_ eritic- |-

ghall meet you, by and by, in the gen-,




